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2nd Peter 

 

How To Grow 

 
The author is Peter, one of the original 12 Apostles who followed Jesus.    

He identifies himself (1:12-15), and claims to be an eyewitness of the 

transfiguration (1:16-18, Matt. 17:1-5).  He tells us that this is his second 

letter (3:1), and since history tells us Peter was martyred during the reign of 

Nero, that places this book in approximately 65-68 AD. 

 

This is Peter’s second letter.  His first letter (1st Peter) is about suffering – 

about persecution - throughout the book.  In that first letter Peter builds 

up the Christians who are being mistreated by those who are outside of the 

church. 

 

But this second letter, 2nd Peter, is more like the book of Jude.  In 2nd 

Peter the aging apostle is fighting hard against false teachers who have 

sprung up within the church. 

 

It’s only three chapters, but if 2nd Peter were all the Bible we had, the 

church today could be challenged to grow, to fight back against false 

teaching, and to look to the skies for Jesus’ soon return.   

 

Peter was a Pastor…and the heart of Pastor Peter shines through.
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2nd Peter Chapter 1 – Questions for your personal use, or for group 

discussion 

Grow: 

2 Problems in Christian Growth 

2 Basics of Christian Growth 

 

To open discussion:  What would you say are the 2 problems which trouble 

new Christians the most?    

 a.   

 b.   

Is this true of you? 

 

 

1.  (:1, 12-15)  Who’s writing this letter?  Who is he writing it to?  What is 

his purpose in writing? 

 

 

2.  (:2-3)  The first basic of Christian Growth:  The knowledge of Jesus. 
What does this mean?  Why is this a basic of growth? 

 

 

3.  (:4)  The second basic of Christian Growth:  The words of Jesus. 
What does this mean?  Why is this a basic of growth?   

 

 

4.    Peter tells us in this letter that if we are walking in the faith of Jesus, 

we have already been given the resources necessary to meet our every need. 

Do you think that means just spiritual needs?   

 

 

5.  (:5-7)  From those basics, what are the building blocks of our growth? 
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6.  (:8)  If a Christian is growing in this way, what is true of him/her? 

 

 

7.  (:9)  If a Christian is not growing in this way, what is true of him/her? 

 

 

8.  (:10,11)  If a Christian is growing in this way, he/she will never 

   ___________________, and will be sure of his _________________ 

   into heaven. 

 

 

9.  (:16-18)  What qualifications does Peter have to declare the words of 

God? 

 

 

10.  (:19-21)       Who wrote the Bible?   
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2nd Peter Chapter 1 – Discussion Notes 

Grow:  
2 Problems in Christian Growth 

2 Basics of Christian Growth 

 

To open discussion:  What would you say are the 2 problems which trouble 

new Christians the most?    

 a.   

 b.   

Is this true of you? 

 

 

1.  (:1, 12-15)  Who’s writing this letter?  Who is he writing it to?  What is 

his purpose in writing? 

 

Simon Peter, the fisherman-turned-fisher-of-men, is the writer.  He calls 

himself an apostle of Jesus Christ.   

 

Remember Peter’s first meeting with Jesus of Nazareth?  The Apostle John 

records it in his Gospel account – chapter 1:40-43.  Peter’s brother, Andrew, 

brought him to Jesus.  And his life was changed forever.   

 

If anyone knew about growing as a Christian it was Peter.  He wins the award 

for mistakes in your Christian walk, and yet, he grew.   He was loud, brash, 

and overly confident.  He denied the Lord at the time when the Lord needed 

him the most.  He slept while his Lord wept.  He ran away from the cross.  

And yet, he grew.  He grew closer to Jesus with each passing year.  

 

If you are having trouble growing as a Christian, listen to Peter.  He knows. 

 

 

2.  (:2-3)  The first basic of Christian Growth:  The knowledge of Jesus. 
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What does this mean?  Why is this a basic of growth? 

 

Peter prays for those to whom he writes.  He prays that they will know 

Jesus better and better.  He actually says, in verse 3, that knowing Jesus is 

all we need for life and Godliness.   

 

Have you ever felt that you just didn’t have what it takes to be a strong 

Christian?  Don’t trust your feelings on this one.  If you are a believer in 

Jesus….if you have bowed your knee to Him…..you have within you everything 

you will ever need to figure out life and to live it in a Godly way.  Within you 

is Jesus.  You only have to get to know Him better and better, and the way 

gets clearer and clearer.   

 

It’s true.  You’re thinking:  “Sure…I know that….”  But maybe you’re missing 

the point because you’ve heard it so many times.   

 

Do you wonder what to do with your life?   Get to know Jesus better. 

Is there a decision you just can’t make?  Get to know Jesus better. 

Which car should you buy….or should you buy at all?  Get to know Jesus  

 better. 

Are you afraid you just don’t have enough energy to fix dinner?  Get to know 

 Jesus better. 

Is your family falling apart and you have no idea what to do?  Get to know 

 Jesus better. 

Are you trying to learn a new skill and you feel stretched to the max?  Get 

 to know Jesus better. 

 

Do you see what I mean?  “…His divine power has granted to us everything 

pertaining to life and Godliness…” 

 

 

3.  (:4)  The second basic of Christian Growth:  The words of Jesus. 
What does this mean?  Why is this a basic of growth?   
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When we saturate our minds and our hearts (in other words…we learn and we 

do) with the words of Jesus, we become more and more like Him.  We begin 

to understand His nature.  We begin to make the choices He would make. 

And we begin to escape the corruption of the world which fills every tiny 

crevice around us.   

 

The corrupt world we live in reaches out and embraces us every time we turn 

around.  There is no escaping it…..except through day-by-day, minute-by-

minute, hour-by-hour washing and cooling and cleansing with the words of 

Jesus. 

 

Here’s how simple it should be.  As Christians we exist for 1 purpose: 

 

1. Tell the story of Jesus. 

 

The Words of Jesus bring us back to this goal again and again and again.  If 

something we are doing does not have this one supreme goal, we should stop 

doing it, and figure out what we should be doing. 

 

 

4.    Peter tells us in this letter that if we are walking in the faith of Jesus, 

we have already been given the resources necessary to meet our every need. 

Do you think that means just spiritual needs?   

 

I don’t.  I think Jesus is everything we need for every need.  Physical, 

emotional, spiritual.  Do I sometimes take Tylenol in order to get rid of a 

headache?  Yes.  But could I turn to Jesus alone to take care of that 

headache?  Of course.  Should I?  I don’t think there’s any one concrete 

answer to that – but I know this – if I were on a desert island with a 

headache, I would talk to Jesus about it and have full assurance that that 

was just as beneficial as taking a Tylenol. 

 

 

5.  (:5-7)  From those basics, what are the building blocks of our growth? 
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 Faith 

 Moral excellence 

 Knowledge 

 Self-control 

 Perseverance 

 Godliness 

 Brotherly kindness 

 Love 

 

How is your building?  Is it completed yet?  Nearly to the top?  Hardly 

higher than the foundation?  Are you intentionally wanting and trying to 

grow? 

 

6.  (:8)  If a Christian is growing in this way, what is true of him/her? 

 

Useful and fruitful.  And knowing Jesus.  

 

Before we leave this thought, please just think again of what Peter is saying.  

You and I can actually “know” Jesus.  Figure Him out.  Know how He will 

react.  Expect Him to be a certain way.  Laugh with Him.   

 

7.  (:9)  If a Christian is not growing in this way, what is true of him/her? 

 

Blind or short-sighted, having forgotten how wretched he/she was before 

meeting Christ.   

 

Are you satisfied with your life?  Not intentionally trying to stretch and 

grow?  Just wanting to be comfortable and get by?  You are blind.   

 

 

8.  (:10,11)  If a Christian is growing in this way, he/she will never 

      stumble    , and will be sure of his    entrance   into heaven. 
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The Christian who is not growing is the Christian who wonders about his 

salvation.  Doubting.  Unstable.    

 

Do you want to be unstable, wondering about your entrance into heaven?  

No?  Then grow.  Yes, it’s Jesus who grows you – but your active 

participation is required.  Your faith has to be exercized.   

 

That means – when you see something in the Word of God – you see a step of 

faith you ought to be taking – you have to take it – not just think about it – 

in order to grow.  Faith is not just hearing and understanding….it’s acting on 

what you hear and understand.   

 

Growth is faith in action.   

 

 

9.  (:12-18)  What qualifications does Peter have to declare the words of 

God? 

 

He was with Jesus.  And he considers it his life-duty to remind others of 

that fact.  So that they, too, can believe in Jesus. 

 

What is your life-duty? 

 

 

10.  (:19-21)       Who wrote the Bible?   

 

God.  He put words in men’s minds and mouths and they wrote them.  Every 

single word of the Bible is God’s word.  Are you consistent in your soaking up 

of God’s words?  If not…. why not? 

 

APPLICATION: 

 

Just give yourself a little self-exam:  
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11. How often every day do you pray? 

12. How often every day do you read your Bible? 

13. How often every day do you tell the story of Jesus? 

 

There’s no rule for how often you should do any of these things, but if you 

are not consistently doing them, you can see what you need to do. 
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2nd Peter 2 – Questions for your personal use or for 

group discussion. 

 False Teachers  

 

1. :1   What is one thing Peter guarantees will happen? 

2. :2  What is another thing Peter guarantees will happen? 

3. :3  What seems to be one of the main reasons false prophets work so 

hard to undermine the truth? 

4. :4  What angels is Peter talking about? 

5. :5  Why did God save Noah?  What did He save him from? 

6. :6  Why did God destroy Sodom and Gomorrah? 

7. :7&8  Why did God deliver Lot from Sodom and Gomorrah? 

8. :9  What do Noah, Sodom and Gomorrah, and Lot tell us about how 

God feels about untruth?  And what do they tell us about how God 

feels about those who stand for truth? 

9. :10-22  What are some of the descriptions Peter gives of false 

teachers? 

APPLICATION: 

10.   How, then, do you think you and I should feel about false teachers? 
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2nd Peter 2 – Discussion Notes 

 False Teachers  

 

1. :1   What is one thing Peter guarantees will happen? 

 

Peter pulls no punches.  There is no kindness to anyone in pretending that 

something bad isn’t happening, is there?  Peter is very sure that false 

teachers have always been around, and will continue to be around.  There is 

every reason for all true Christians to assume that at any time they could be 

confronted with a teacher of untruth.  Some of these false teachers will 

have good credentials.  They will look like and act like genuine Christians.  

But their untruths will be destructive.  And they bring on their own heads 

the displeasure of God. 

 

 

2. :2  What is another thing Peter guarantees will happen? 

 

Many will follow them.  This is so hard to understand!  How could anyone be 

at all attracted to that which is totally false?  And when they do follow 

these false teachers, many are hurt.  How could that happen? 

 

I don’t have an answer for that.  I just know that it does happen, and Peter 

is warning us of this fact so that we can be prepared.   Pastor Peter does not 

want us to be carried off with the excitement of a false teacher – he wants 

to stop this travesty before it starts.   

 

3. :3  What seems to be one of the main reasons false prophets work so 

hard to undermine the truth? 

 

Covetousness.  In other words, these false prophets passionately desire 

something they don’t have, and they will stop at nothing to get it.  What do 

they not have?  Followers.  They don’t want people following Jesus.  They 

want people following themselves. 
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I’ve heard the saying “Absolute power corrupts absolutely”.  It’s certainly a 

true saying with these false teachers.  They want power.  They want 

attention.  And when they get even a little, they are not satisfied.  They 

simply want more.  And they get to the point where they don’t care who they 

judge, or who they destroy.  They are evil in their covetousness. 

 

4. :4  What angels is Peter talking about? 

 

This is a general description of all the angels who followed satan as he 

rebelled against God, long ago, when the world was first created.  (Read a 

description of this rebellion in Isaiah 14:12-14)  (And in Revelation 12:3&4 we 

are given another little fact about this rebellion – 1/3 of the angels in 

heaven went with satan when he defied God!) 

 

And it’s also a specific description of certain rebellious angels who went far 

beyond the original rebellion, and tried, through co-mingling with human 

women, to totally destroy the whole human race.  (Genesis 6:1-8)  Those 

angels were apparently, according to this passage in Peter, confined to 

chains in hell, reserved for a special punishment to come.  Noah, a man who 

did stand for truth during that time, was used of God to provide a place of 

shelter for those few people who would stand for truth, as God wiped out 

the progeny of this horrible sin. 

 

5. :5  Why did God save Noah?  What did He save him from? 

 

God saved Noah and 7 others, his family, because they were willing to 

believe the Words of God and reject the false teaching.  (Genesis 6, 7, 8 & 

9)  Noah was saved from a mighty and terrifying storm and flood.  He and his 

family were safely ensconced in a huge boat which Noah built himself 

according to God’s specifications.   
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6. :6  Why did God destroy Sodom and Gomorrah? 

 

The people in Sodom and Gomorrah were living contrary to God’s truth.   

(Genesis 18&19) 

 

7. :7&8  Why did God deliver Lot from Sodom and Gomorrah? 

 

Not because Lot was perfect.  But  because Lot’s soul was distressed with 

the horrible and ugly untruth the people of Sodom and Gomorrah were 

promoting. 

8. :9  What do Noah, Sodom and Gomorrah, and Lot tell us about how 

God feels about untruth?  And what do they tell us about how God 

feels about those who stand for truth? 

 

God hates untruth.  He hates false teaching.  He will respond to false 

teaching….not always as fast as we think He should.  But He does ultimately 

respond. 

 

And God loves those who believe His Words, and stand for truth.  He loves 

them and blesses them and protects them.   Some of those whom God loves 

do, indeed, suffer for the stand they take,  Some of them even die.  But 

even in suffering and death they are safely ensconced in the arms of Jesus, 

the ark of God, as the storm rages around them. 

 

9. :10-22  What are some of the descriptions Peter gives of false 

teachers? 

 

In my opinion, this may be the scariest portion of scripture in the whole 

Bible.  Look what absolutely true things Peter is commanded to tell us about 

false teachers: 

 

LIST of characteristics of false teachers 

:10  They are walking according to the flesh 
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:10  They lust after uncleanness 

:10  They despise authority 

:11  They are presumptious 

:11  They are self-willed 

:11  They are not afraid to speak evil of people in authority 

:12  They are like cruel beasts, who should simply be caught and destroyed 

:12  They speak evil of things they don’t even understand 

:12  They will utterly perish in the puddle of their own evil-ness 

:13  They do get rewards for their ugliness, just like those who don’t even 

keep their evil to the night-time.   

:13  They are like spots, or acne 

:13  They party in the middle of their own evilness 

:13  They encourage the innocent to party with them 

:14  They are like adulterers, lusting after others 

:14  They cannot cease from what they are doing 

:14  They especially prey on the unstable. 

:14  They are not new at this – they’ve been trained 

:14  They are like children who go astray and come back to hurt 

:15  They have knowingly turned away from the right way 

:15&16  They are like Balaam in the Old Testament, who loved the pay he got 

for his sin.  (Numbers 22:5,7) 

:17  They are like wells without water – giving nothing but more thirst to 

already thirsty people 

:17  They are like clouds which become tornadoes 

:17  The blackness of darkness is reserved for them! 

:18  They tempt true believers to follow their lies 

:19  They promise freedom, but are only slaves themselves 

:20&21  They have heard the truth of Jesus, which could have set them 

free, but have never bowed the knee, and thus, are calloused and hard to 

truth.  They have rejected truth, and fully embraced a lie. 

:22  They are like the dog who licks up his own vomit, and the pig who, having 

been washed, can hardly wait to get back to the mud. 
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APPLICATION: 

10.   This ought to scare us!  How, then, do you think you and I should feel 

about false teachers? 

 

We should be aware of the fact that they are there, and they will invade 

anywhere they possible can at any time.  We should be prepared by knowing 

what the truth is from the Word of God.  We should fight back against 

those who would draw anyone away from the truth.  We should speak up! 
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2nd Peter  
Chapter 3 – Questions for your personal use or for group discussion 

Look Forward 

 

1. (:1)  What was Peter’s main reason to write both of his letters? 

  Why is “wholesome thinking” such an important thing 

     for Christians?    Ephesians 4: 17-24 

 

2. (:2)  What does Peter think will stimulate this type of thinking? 

 

3. (:3-7)  What argument do the “scoffers” use when trying to discredit 

     the belief that Jesus is coming again? 

 Why would Satan want us to be confused about this? 

 What is it Satan does not want to believe about end 

times? 

 What proof do we have from history that God will indeed 

judge and destroy? 

 

4. (:8)  What answer does Peter give to the “scoffer’s” argument? 

 

5. (:9)  So…why has it been so “long” – (at least that’s the way it seems).? 

 

6. (:10)  Once God decides it is time….what will happen? 

 

7. (:11-14)  What is the good news…and the bad news….about what is yet 

to come?  And what should we do about it? 

 

8. (:15-16)  Why do you think Peter gives Paul a commendation here? 

 

9. (:17-18)  These verses again state Peter’s purpose in writing this 

letter.  What is it?  Has this letter accomplished this for you? 
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2nd Peter  

Chapter 3 – Discussion Notes  
Look Forward 

 

1. (:1)  What was Peter’s main reason to write both of his letters? 

Why is “wholesome thinking” such an important thing for Christians?    

Ephesians 4: 17-24. 

 

Peter wanted to “stir up” the thinking of his readers, so that they would 

think right.  They needed to be able to think through life as God thinks 

through life.  The world around them thinks in an unwholesome way.  They 

have probably absorbed some of that thinking.  They needed to be people 

trained to “wholesome thinking”. 

 

In fact, we probably do not realize the error of our thinking in most 

areas of life.  It is only as we are consistently exposed to the truth 

(through the Word of God) that we begin to make the small but 

necessary corrections in the way we think about things.   

 

For instance, in Chapter 2 Peter was way, way critical of anyone who was 

teaching false doctrine.  But in our (American) society we have been 

trained to think that being critical of anyone is wrong.  We have learned 

to think that we can disagree with someone quietly, but we are not ever 

make a “stink” about someone’s beliefs if they are different than ours.  

Chapter 2 corrects that wrong thinking.  If someone is teaching non-

truths, we need to be horrified…and say so.  Peter did. 

 

The presence of the internet in our lives has brought about some strange 

combinations of truth and non-truth.  Because I blog, this illustration hits 

home for me. There are some really great teaching blogs out there on the 

internet.  Good Bible studies.  Good testimonies of God working in lives.  

There are also some blogs containing false and untrue teaching.  And yet 
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a blogger of the truth will often join the same group of bloggers because 

that group has a religious theme – and the truth blogger wants to get his 

blog exposed to more people.   

 

This is a dilemma.  The people who read my blog are encouraged to “go” to 

the groups I join, and therefore they will be consistently exposed to 

truth and non-truth.  And my participation in that group makes it look like 

I am OK with that.  There was a time when I really struggled with this -  

decided not to join my blog with other blogs when those blogs are not 

teaching the whole truth of the Bible.   

 

“So she must think she’s the only one with the corner on the truth.”  

“Why not just teach what you believe is true and not worry about what 

everyone else is teaching?”  “Don’t be so judgmental of other people’s 

beliefs”.  “We need an open forum so people can decide for themselves 

what is true and not true” 

 

Can’t you hear it?   But in Chapter 2 of 2nd Peter it’s perfectly obvious:  

Peter is not at all tolerant of “stinkin’ thinkin’”.    

 

My point, if you can still remember what I was saying a few paragraphs 

ago, is that Christians need to be sure their thinking is not influenced by 

the world, but instead shaped by God. 

 

   

2. (:2)  What does Peter think will stimulate this type of thinking? 

 

Scripture.  Both the Old and New Testaments. 

 

 

3. (:3-7)  What argument do the “scoffers” use when trying to discredit 

     the belief that Jesus is coming again? 
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Their argument will be:  how foolish you are to think Jesus is coming 

again.  He hasn’t come after 2,000 years – how can you still think He’s 

coming? 

 Why would Satan want us to be confused about this? 

Satan wants us to live for our own lusts.  To live for today.  

This evil angel knows that if we look hopefully to the future 

we won’t be so enslaved by the things of this life. 

 

 What is it Satan does not want to believe about end 

times? 

He doesn’t want us to believe there is coming a time for the 

judgment of our sins.  He doesn’t want us to feel bad about 

our sins, and He doesn’t want us to have hope beyond today.  

Many of the teens in our world have fallen for Satan’s lies in 

this area.  They will openly tell you they have no desire to 

have any hope for the future.  They don’t want to be 

disappointed when it doesn’t come true.  And because of 

that lack of hope they also feel very little guilt about sin. 

 

 What proof do we have from history that God will indeed 

judge and destroy? 

God formed the world, and then destroyed that world by 

water in the days of Noah.  Proof positive that when God 

decides to judge, He judges.   

 

4. (:8)  What answer does Peter give to the “scoffer’s” argument? 

 

Time isn’t the same to God as it is to us.  Here’s another area where we 

need to adjust our thinking.  Look at time through God’s eyes. 

 

 

5. (:9)  So…why has it been so “long” – (at least that’s the way it seems).? 
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He is willing to wait for generations to come to Him in faith.  He could 

have returned to earth 1,500 years ago, or even 100 years ago….but then 

what would have happened to me?  I wouldn’t have even existed.  I would 

never have been born and had my chance to believe.  He’s waiting because 

He loves the people he knows are yet to believe in Him. 

 

6. (:10)  Once God decides it is time….what will happen? 

 

It will happen fast.  Like a car accident.  Not something you are planning 

on or preparing for….it just is suddenly upon you.   It will come like a 

thief.  Totally unexpected.  The world as we know it will be totally burned 

up.  Gone.  Revelation 21:1. 

 

 

 

7. (:11-14)  What is the good news…and the bad news….about what is yet to 

come?  And what should we do about it? 

 

The good news?  There’s going to be a new heaven and a new earth and we 

will be a part of it if we believe in Jesus during our lifetime.  This new 

heaven and new earth will be filled with righteousness.  We can’t even 

imagine what that will really be like. 

 

The bad news?  This world is definitely going to be destroyed.  No wiggle 

room.  It is filled with unrighteousness and unrighteousness cannot exist 

into eternity.  It must be destroyed at some point. 

 

What should we do about these undeniable facts?   

 Be sure you are saved 

 Be grounded in the truth - grow 

 Live for the future. 

 

8. (:15-16)  Why do you think Peter gives Paul a commendation here? 
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Because Paul’s writings are from God, and they, too are being questioned 

by the enemies of the truth. 

 

9. (:17-18)  These verses again state Peter’s purpose in writing this letter.  

What is it?  Has this letter accomplished this for you? 

 

His purpose?  To protect the readers from untruth.  And to spur them on to 

growth.   
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