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Introduction
to a 9-week Bible Study
Of the Song of Solomon
“Priceless”
First, a definition of “Priceless”:
Dictionary Definition:
1. Impossible to put value on
2. Worth more than can be calculated in terms of money
Synonyms: Invaluable, Inestimable, Beyond price, Incalculable, Precious.
My Definition: Priceless: Something so valuable you cannot put a price on it – it cannot be sold
– it can only be given away.
“If a man would give for love all the wealth of his house, It would be utterly despised.” SS 7:7b

Next: Three Questions: 1 – Why study this book?
What is this book? It’s a song, written by a man named Solomon.
Who is Solomon? He was, 2,500 years ago, the King of Israel. His story is worth telling here, so
we can understand the importance of this song.
Solomon was the son of King David, the first king of Israel. You’ve probably heard of David and
Goliath…well, he was the father of Solomon. Solomon’s father loved the Lord God of Israel so
much that God Himself said he was: “…a man after God’s own heart.” What a heritage, right?
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But King David, some time before Solomon’s birth, sinned greatly, and sinned publicly – in front
of the whole world and the whole nation of Israel. It was shocking and ugly and left scars on
David and his family for the rest of their lives.

You’ve probably heard this story – (you can read it in II Samuel 11 & 12) how King David was
one day relaxing on the roof of his house, and happened to see a beautiful woman down the
block, taking a bath on the roof of her house. He was immediately infatuated, and sent for this
woman, intending to take her to be his wife. It turned out she was already married, to Uriah
the Hitite, one of King David’s most faithful warriors, who was at that time out of the city,
fighting in a war.
King David took her anyway, in the privacy of his palace bedroom, and slept with her. She
became pregnant, and sent word to him. He tried to cover up what they had done by tricking
her husband to come back from the battle and sleep with his wife, thus making him think he
was the cause of the pregnancy. But that didn’t work. So then King David had Uriah murdered
in battle, and took Bath-sheba to be his wife.
Ugly sins, weren’t they? And sin never stays secret, does it?
A man of God, known and trusted by David, came to him and got in his face and accused him of
the sins he had committed. David, a man after God’s own heart, could have had Nathan the
prophet killed, but instead fell down and wept, admitting his sin, and knowing he deserved the
wrath of Almighty God.
The baby born to David and Bathsheba died. David and Bathsheba pled with God to save this
innocent life, and then grieved deeply when he died. They knew the fault was all their own, not
God’s.
Then the newly married and freshly grieving couple – King and shamed woman – got pregnant
again…and this time the baby lived and grew to be the next King of Israel. This second baby
was Solomon.
Solomon grew up to be an intelligent and sensitive young man, trained by his father to be the
King – and he had the heart and soul of a poet. I Kings 4:32 tells us he wrote three thousand
proverbs, and over 1,000 songs.
The Song of Solomon is his “song of songs”…in other words, the best song he ever wrote. This
King with the heart of a poet, understood human love. He understood its heights and its
depths; Its potential for joy and its potential for bitter suffering. He came from a heritage of a
father who loved the Lord God of Israel more than anything in the world. Solomon learned also
to love the Lord like that. And he also grew up with two parents who understood and walked
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painfully through the devastation of sexual sin. Solomon wasn’t a perfect man, he sinned in
many ways, and we can read about them in the Bible. (Read about him in I Kings 1-11)
But still we hold in our hands the song this King wrote – a story of physical love and attraction –
love between a man and a woman – but this time, free of sexual sin. There’s so much for us to
learn from this poet – this King – this man who loved a woman who loved him back – in purity.
Why study this book? Because the God of the Universe, the Almighty God of Israel, gave
Solomon these words so we could learn something from them. I can hardly wait to discover
together what God had in mind….something so huge that he was willing to let Solomon have a
shameful history in order to teach him what he must understand in order to pen these words.
2: Why a song? Why is this book written as a song?
Yesterday morning I sat at Starbuck’s, skies gray with a rainy morning, reading a book,
surrounded by strangers also reading, or talking to each other, or staring out at the rain. The
background music began to play a song I recognized by Marvin Gaye. “..la, la, la, la, la, la, la, I
love you!”….and the barista, a young black man with a terrific voice, joined in with the chorus. I
looked up and smiled…and then most of the strangers sitting together in Starbucks, myself
included, also joined in as the chorus finished…”la, la, la, la, la, la, la, I love you.”
The power of a song.

3.One more really important question: Are we sure this is really a message for us from God?
Are these really His Words?
The answer is, Yes! Everything in the Bible is for us.
“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good
work.” II Timothy 3:16&17
“For prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy
Spirit.” II Peter 1:21
“Forever, O Lord, thy word is settled in heaven.” Psalm 119:89
“Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the path of sinners, nor
sits in the seat of the scornful; but his delight is in the law of the LORD, and in His law he meditates day
and night. He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth its fruit in its season,
whose leaf also shall not wither; and whatever he does shall prosper.” Psalm 1:1-3
“For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the
division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the
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heart. And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things a naked and open to the eyes of Him
to whom we must give account.” Hebrews 4:12&13
“The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the
simple; The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the Lord is pure,
enlightening the eyes; The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever; the judgments of the Lord are true Page | 5
and righteous altogether. More to be desired are they than gold, Yea, than much fine gold; Sweeter also
than honey and honeycomb. Moreover by them Your servant is warned, and in keeping them there is
great reward.” Psalm 19:7-11
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Song of Solomon
Chapter 1 – Discussion Questions and Answers
The Love Story Begins…Lunch with the Goats…and He Thinks She’s a Horse

First, let’s talk about Solomon a little more, and then we’ll read through this first chapter as a drama:

“The song of songs, which is Solomon’s” 1:1
1. Who is the writer of this song?
Solomon, either the current King of Israel, or the soon-to-be King of Israel. To my mind, it appears to be
telling the story of the 1st love – the first wife of the future King of Israel (yes, he had many). Or at the
very least, it talks about a very young King of Israel.
2. What do we know about Solomon?
 We talked last week about the shameful past Solomon lived with as he grew up, and the
influence it probably had on his thinking about pure man/woman relationships.
 Besides that, we also know that Solomon loved the Lord God as his father had.
 And, from this book, Song of Solomon, we learn that Solomon himself was probably a shepherd,
a man who lived in the out-of-doors and was familiar with it, and loved it. (I Kings 4:32&33)
 And we also know that King David promised Solomon’s mother, Bath-sheba, that Solomon
would be the next King of Israel, and spent Solomon’s young years training him for that position.
In the book of Proverbs, we see a couple of chapters devoted to this training. The “Thirty
Sayings”…practical advice from a King To his Son who would someday be King….
Proverbs 22:17 – 24:22
 Initially commissioned by his father, David, (I Chronicles 28:9&10) Solomon proceeded to build
the “house of the Lord” - it took 20 years (II Chronicles 8:1) – the original Temple in Jerusalem,
after his father’s death. (II Chronicles 2) He also built many cities.
 Solomon asked for wisdom from the Lord – wisdom to rule over Israel – when he could have
asked for wealth, power and popularity. The Lord rewarded his request by granting it, and by in
addition giving him wealth, power and popularity. (II Chronicles 1, 9)
 Solomon prayed for (interceded for) all the Jewish people, including those of a future beyond his
life. (II Chronicles 6:12-40) Jewish people today pray at the one remaining wall of the temple he
built (called “the wailing wall” – crying out to God and believing He hears them, because of the
prayer Solomon prayed for them nearly 3,000 years ago. (II Chronicles 6:36-40).
 Solomon had a multitude of wives – political connections with many surrounding countries. And
the idol-worshipping of his wives drew his heart away from the Lord in the end of his life. (I
Kings 11:4)
 He reigned successfully as King of Israel 40 years.
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3. Why do you think it is called a “song”?
Because it was sung.
4. In what way is a song different than a poem?
It is set to music. Sticks in your mind better.
5. Why does Solomon call this the “song of songs”? I Kings 4:32
Because he saw it as the greatest, or most important, of the 1,005 songs he wrote. (he also wrote 3,000
proverbs. Prolific, wasn’t he?

Now, let’s read this chapter through as a drama, with parts, so that we can get a
better idea of the picture Solomon was trying to paint:
Here are the parts we will need:
The Shulamite
The Girlfriends of the Shulamite (2 or 3)
Solomon
And here are a couple of clues which will help:
 This love story never comes to its fulfillment. The wedding which they
both look forward to is not recorded. It is a sweet and slightly painful
picture of the time of waiting. Why do I think that? Because the theme
of waiting runs throughout – even up to the last verse of the book.
 Solomon is always referred to as “beloved” by the Shulamite
 The Shulamite is always referred to as his “love”, or his “dove”.
 The “daughters of Jerusalem” are also called the “virgins”, and are the
unmarried friends of the Shulamite.
 This drama is a picture of the feelings of two lovers, both the maiden’s
view and also Solomon’s. By the time Solomon wrote the song, he would
have understood the feelings of the Shulamite because she eventually
told him, after they were united in marriage.
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We’ll begin this reading at verse 2, since that is where the
drama begins…
Page | 8

The Shulamite:
“Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth: for your love is better than wine.”
“Because of the fragrance of thy good ointments, your name is ointment poured
forth, therefore the virgins love you.”
“Draw me away!”

The Girlfriends of the Shulamite:
“We will run after you.”

The Shulamite
“The king has brought me into his chambers.”

The Girlfriends of the Shulamite:
“We will be glad and rejoice in you, we will remember your love more than wine”

The Shulamite
“Rightly do they love you.” (spoken to Solomon)
“I am dark, but lovely, O daughters of Jerusalem, like the tents of Kedar, like the
curtains of Solomon. Do not look upon me because I am dark, because the sun
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has tanned me: my mother’s sons were angry with me; they made me the keeper
of the vineyards; but mine own vineyard I have not kept.” (spoken to her friends)
“Tell me, O you whom I love, where you feed your flock, where you make it rest at
noon: for why should I be as one who veils herself by the flocks of your
companions?” (spoken to Solomon)

Solomon
“If you do not know, O fairest among women, follow in the footsteps of the flock,
and feed your little goats beside the shepherds’ tents”
“I have compared thee, my love, to my filly among Pharaoh’s chariots. Thy
cheeks are lovely with ornaments, your neck with chains of gold.”

The Girlfriends of the Shulamite:
“We will make you ornaments of gold with studs of silver”

The Shulamite
“While the king is at his table, my spikenard sendeth forth its fragrance.”
“A bundle of myrhh is my beloved to me; that lies all night between my breasts,
my beloved is unto me as a cluster of henna blooms in the vineyards of En Gedi.”

Solomon
“Behold, you are fair, my love, behold, you are fair; you have doves’ eyes.”

The Shulamite
“Behold, you are handsome, my beloved! yea, pleasant!
My goal for this Bible Study of Song of Solomon, is that we will be shocked.
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“Also our bed is green. The beams of our houses are cedar, and our rafters of fir.”
“I am the rose of Sharon, and the lilly of the valleys”
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(1 2 verses of chapter 2, above, are part of this dialogue)

OK – now let’s observe and ask questions…then we’ll come to conclusions at he
end:
“Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth: for your love is better than wine.” 1:2
1. Who is speaking here? Is it Solomon?
No, it’s the Shulamite. The gender used (“him”) tells us this.
2. Who is she speaking of?
She’s speaking of the shepherd she has noticed…the one who will be the future King of Israel.
3. How does she feel about Solomon?
She’s in love.
“Because of the fragrance of your good ointments your name is ointment poured forth, therefore the
virgins love you.” 1:3
4. Who are the “virgins”?
The unmarried girlfriends of the Shulamite.
5. Why are they part of this story?
Because most young girls have friends – the ones they confide in and laugh with and share secrets with
– until the day they fall in love and marry, and then confide in and laugh with the share secrets with
their partner for life. The young friends of the Shulamite give us a valuable clue about her – they tell us
she is young – and she is coming to the point in life when she longs to have only one best friend – her
husband.
6. The Shulamite is speaking here – she is basically saying “I love the way you smell. The memory
of your smell is so strong in me that just when I hear your name I can smell you….in fact, all the
young maidens who are my friends feel the same way.”
7. So if all the young maidens in the kingdom are in love with Solomon, is the Shulamite just
another young girl infatuated with the handsome leader, or is there actually love between the
two of them? The next verse will answer this.
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“Draw me away!, we will run after you! the king hath brought me into his chambers. we will be glad
and rejoice in thee, we will remember your love more than wine: Rightly do they love you.” 1:4
8. This one verse is actually a conversation. Here’s how it goes:
a. “Draw me away!” - The Shulamite longing for Solomon to notice her above the others.
b. “We will run after you!” - The Young maidens who are the Shulamite’s friends, declaring
that if he would call to her, they would follow to see what happens.
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c. “The king hath brought me into his chambers” – The Shulamite declaring that the King –
Solomon – has drawn her aside to be alone with him.
d. “We will be glad and rejoice in you. We will remember your love more than wine.” –
The Young maidens rejoice in this news – they are not jealous, but happy for their
friend.
e. “Rightly do they love you” - The Shulamite showing her knowledge of the fact that her
friends love Solomon – but not the way she does. The love him and respect him
because he loves the Lord. They are standing back and approving of the physical and
emotional bond of their friend with their Kings. They are approving, and saying it is a
pure, good love, right in the sight of their Lord.
9. So…is there actually love between the Shulamite and the King? Or is she just another young
maiden infatuated with the King?
“I am dark, but lovely, O daughters of Jerusalem, like the tents of Kedar, like the curtains of Solomon.
Do not look upon me because I am dark, because the sun has tanned me. My mother’s sons were
angry with me; They made me the keeper of the vineyards; but my own vineyard I have not kept.”
1:5&6
10. How does the Shulamite describe herself?
She is not the picture-perfect Jewish girl. She’s dark…we’ll see what she means in a minute. But still,
even though she is not perfect, she knows she is lovely.
11. To what does she compare herself?
She’s as dark as the tents found in Kedar – or like the curtains of Solomon’s tent. In other words, black.
12. Why is she dark (black)?
Because she has spent so much time out-of-doors – in the sun. Now, in America, in the culture of loving
to be outside and in the sun, well-tanned is a sign of beauty. But not in Israel at this time. The truly
beautiful and well-brought-up maiden did not spend much time in the sun. She was an indoors girl,
taking care of the home. Her skin was creamy and soft .
13. Is it her fault she is not a picture of perfect beauty?
Her brothers decided she would take care of the vineyards…not the usual job of the daughter of the
family. So she spent much time out-of-doors, taking care of the family vineyard…but not, so to speak,
able to take care of her own vineyard – her own body.
14. What does she think of herself even though her beauty is not perfect?
She still likes herself. She still knows she is beautiful.
15. Are you a picture of perfect beauty?
An honest answer, please. Not for group discussion….but in what ways are you not perfect?
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16. In what ways are you beautiful even though you are not perfect?
Think through your great qualities.
17. Are we – as the church, and the bride of Christ – a picture of perfect beauty?
In what ways are we not beautiful…perfect? Ohhhhh…let me list the ways:
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We are saved, but:
 Selfish
 Fleshly
 Lazy
 Stubborn
 Blind to God’s ways
 Refusing to meet with Him, even once a day
 In love with things that don’t matter at all
 Giving ourselves to endeavors which hurt us and hurt others
 Too depressing to go on….
18. When Jesus sees us – the believers in Him – What does He see? Are we dark, but lovely?
We are beautiful to Him. Really, honestly beautiful. This is the beginning of the shocking things we will
find in this book. It is not understandable. He isn’t just overlooking our ugliness. He isn’t just thinking
positively. He isn’t just being nice so we will feel good about ourselves. He really sees amazing beauty
when He sees those who believe in Him.
19. Make a list of all the things which are beautiful about us – the church.
So…what does He see? What could He possibly see?
“Tell me, O you whom I love, where you feed your flock, where you make it rest at noon: for why
should I be as one who veils herself by the flocks of your companions?” 1:7
“If you do not know, O fairest among women, follow in the footsteps of the flock, and feed your little
goats beside the shepherds’ tents” 1:8
20. Who is speaking in these two verses?
First, the Shulamite is speaking, then Solomon answers.
21. What is the Shulamite asking the King?
She wants to know where he will be at noontime, when both of them will be resting their flock of sheep
or goats. She is asking if she and he can be together at that time. Usually she keeps to herself - not
joining the other shepherds – for they are men, and she is not comfortable being “friends” with them.
She may be a country girl, but she understands that it isn’t fitting or safe for a woman and a man to be
“friends”, unless the relationship is going somewhere.
22. How does the King answer her?
He tells her where he will be.
23. What does this tell you about the way he feels about her?
He, too, feels like it is time to pursue a relationship. Lunch with the goats is a good start. 
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“I have compared you, my love, to my filly among Pharoah’s chariots. Thy cheeks are lovely with
ornaments, your neck with chains of gold.” 1:9&10
24. This is Solomon speaking to the Shulamite. Does he think she is beautiful?
She makes him think of a strong and beautiful horse – perfect enough to be among the horses used in
the chariots of the most powerful men. In II Chronicles 1:16 we learn that King Solomon at some point
in his career bought horses and chariots from the Pharoah of Egypt. He is comparing her to such a
magnificent horse. He speaks of her cheeks and her neck as if they are decked out with jewels, just as
the horse bought from Pharoah would have been bedecked with ornaments. Yes, he thinks she is
beautiful, but not so much in the surface-y way of most beauty. He sees her strengths, and he is struck
by her abilities, too.
25. Ezekiel 16 describes another young girl who uses her beauty for evil. Beauty can be addictive –
it can be used for giving joy, and it can be used for hurt. What will the Shulamite do with her
beauty?
Ezekiel 16 is about the people of Israel. The Jewish nation.
 Found by the Lord God when she was barely alive, and then blessed by God and touched by God
and protected by God (Ezekiel 16:1-8).
 Then clothed and given great riches by God, Israel became famous in the whole world for the
beauty she possessed because God had touched her with His goodness. (Ezekiel 16:9-14).
 But then Israel began to say to herself: “Wow. I’m lovely. I can have anything I want, because
beauty is power.” And she was unfaithful to the Lord God. She gave her love to others. And
not only that, but she was willing to sacrifice her own children on this altar of her own selfworship.. (Ezekiel 16:15-26)
 So the Lord God did the merciful thing – instead of destroying her completely, which is what she
deserved – he allowed her to suffer great and horrible things. And he punished those who were
willing to join her in this adulterous lifestyle she was living. And he allowed the ones who once
loved her to turn against her and nearly destroy her. (Ezekiel 16:27-59)
 But then….even in His anger with Israel, the Lord God still promised there would come a day
when He would establish a new relationship with her, and she would respond, and her shame
would be gone. (Ezekiel 16:60-63)
Would the Shulamite maiden go this same way? Or would she be a faithful lover? Would she choose
the path of faithfulness?
26. When Solomon compares the Shulamite to a horse, what is he saying about her?
That he sees strength in her. Strength that is deep and solid. Much more than surface beauty and selfabsorption. He sees that she is totally committed to God and truth, not just to him, and not just to
happiness, and not just to beauty. He sees faithfulness within her.
Did you see Shrek #1? There is this great scene, which is fresh in my mind because I just watched it with
one of my granddaughters: The truly beautiful princess, dressed in a gorgeous gown of green velvet,
with hair perfect , is captured by Robin Hood and his merry men. They intend to steal her from the ogre,
Shrek. Before Shrek can even figure out what’s going on, she has mowed down Robin Hood and all his
merry men, kicking them, punching them out, and walking over them on her way back to Shrek and his
little donkey friend. She has deep strength. Not at first noticeable because she is so pretty.
27. Would you like to be thought of as “strong”? Is that a compliment?
If you have beauty, but not strength, you are just a flash in the pan. You won’t be beautiful long.
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So yes, it’s a compliment. One you should long for.
28. But Solomon doesn’t think she is just “strong” and beautiful of character…what else does he
think is beautiful?
He likes her cheeks and neck, too. She’s utterly gorgeous – throughout.
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“We will make thee ornaments of gold with studs of silver” 1:11
29. The young maidens are speaking here. When they see how much the King loves their friend,
what do they want to do for her?
They want to help add to her beauty and strength – perhaps to prepare her wedding dress. They want
to augment her beauty with ornaments that say – this is a valuable, strong, beautiful person.
“While the king is at his table, my spikenard sends forth its fragrance.” I:12
30. The Shulamite knows something: Even when the king is working, what is he thinking of?
Her. The memory of her is so strong it reaches him even at his banquets for other dignitaries. She is
“always on his mind…”
“A bundle of myrhh is my beloved to me; that lies all night beteen my breasts, my beloved is to me a
cluster of henna blooms in the vineyards of En Gedi.” 1:13-14
31. And even when the Shulamite is sleeping, what is she thinking of?
Solomon. He is like a cluster of flowers lying beside her at night – the fragrance never leaves her senses.
En-Gedi is a place of lush vineyards in the middle of a desert wilderness. There is a stream there, and
the desert blossoms from its waters. The little henna blooms are gathered and used in bouquets all
across the land of Israel. Wedding bouquets.
“Behold, you are fair, my love! Behold, you are fair! You have dove’s eyes.” 1:15
32. Solomon is speaking here. This beginning of their love for each other has had a good start. He
has declared in this first chapter that she is the one he has noticed more than all the other
maidens. What is he noticing about her now?
Her eyes.
33. What are the eyes of a dove like?
Soft. Gray. Trusting. Not arrogant. Waiting to be noticed.
“Behold, you are handsome, my beloved, yes, pleasant; also our bed is green. The beams of our
houses are cedar, and our rafters of fir.” 1:16 & 17
34. The Shulamite is also declaring that he is the one she has chosen to spend her life with. She is
envisioning their future life together. Their house. Their bed. She is taking the plunge within
her own heart – “This is the one for me”. What does she mean when she says, “our bed is
green.” ?
They both love the out of doors. She is seeing their future as living together in the place they both love.
A bed made looking up at the night sky. And she goes on in chapter 2 with this thought, comparing
herself to a rose and a lilly.
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APPLICATION QUESTIONS:
35. This story is a true story of the love of a young girl for the king of Israel – and of his love for her.
but it is given to us as a song – an artform which allows us to picture in our minds a much bigger
true story – and to learn from it. What do you think is the much bigger true story this is
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picturing?
a. The beauty of the physical relationship of a man and a woman…a husband and wife?
b. God’s love for Israel?
c. The longing of Israel for the coming of her Messiah?
d. Jesus love for the church?
e. The Church’s love for Jesus?
f. The love of all believers through all ages for Jesus?
g. The longing of all believers for the coming of Jesus?
h. The salvation relationship between Jesus and the individual believer?
i. All of the above. (this is my choice)
36. When did you first learn that Jesus was returning? How did you respond?
I became a believer in Jesus in the spring of 1965 – when I was 17 and about ready to graduate from
High School. That summer I heard about the return of Jesus – that it was coming soon, and that He
would come with clouds. (Revelation 1:7) From the moment I learned that, I could never look at a cloud
the same way again. Every beautiful sunset, or amazing rainbow in the sky, or every silver-lined stormcloud stepped up the beating of my heart, and I wondered…is it soon? I still do.
37. Are you longing now for His coming?
How often do you think of it?
38. Have there been times in your life when you have longed for His coming more than you do now?
Why?
39. Have you ever put your life totally in the hands of Jesus, trusting Him to do whatever He wants
to do whenever He wants to do it? Wouldn’t you like to have that kind of relationship with Him
from now on? Doesn’t that feel better than constantly trying to get Him to do what you want
Him to do?
Answer this from your heart. Our world has slipped into a constant barrage of demands on God. Don’t
you want to leave that world? Just trust? Just love Him because He loves you? Is there a solid
foundation of faithfulness – strength – within you?
40. You are totally beautiful in His eyes. You soon-to-be wedding gown is bordered with gold, with
studs of silver. You are soon to be the wife of the King. Does that knowledge change anything
for you?
Here’s the good news for you if you find yourself in the position of suddenly realizing you don’t love
Jesus as much as you thought? Do you wish you had that strength and faithfulness running through the
depths of you? Do you wish you were a horse?
You don’t have to try. Just read of His love for you and let His love change you. It will.
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Song of Solomon
Chapter 2 – Questions and Answers

Arise, My Love!
I read something the other day, and then also saw an interview on TV….both of these things brought a
our little love story into focus for me.


First - I read a quote by a man named Richard Feynman – a brilliant scientist who helped create
the atom bomb. He said:

“It doesn’t seem to me that this fantastically marvelous universe, this tremendous range of time and
space and different kinds of animals, and all the different planets, and all these atoms with all their
motions, and so on, all this complicated thing can merely be a stage so that God can watch human
beings struggle for good and evil – which is the view religion has. The stage is too big for the drama.”
-Richard Feynman (quote taken from “The Language God Talks”, by Herman Wouk)
In other words, our world is just too big and complicated and beautiful to be all about God. He’s just not
that important.
Mr. Feynman is wrong. God is bigger and more complicated and far more beautiful than tiny little
mankind, or our puny little planet or our unimportant little solar system, or our insignificant, miniscule
dwelling place of space and time.
And all of this – time, space, animals, planets, atoms - is about us finding out Who He is, How to be right
with Him, and How to know Him.


And then Second – I heard an interview of Dr. Jack Kervorkian on CNN. He has been released
from jail, and is full of bitterness and depression.

He passionately proclaims man’s inherent right to be “completely autonomous” – in other words, no
person or any other power on earth has the right to tell anyone else what is right and what is wrong. No
man has that right. God does not have that right. Dr. Kervorkian insists that if someone had asked him,
he would have said, “No, I do not want to be born”…and that the only way to completely alleviate
suffering is to die, which every man should have the right to decide to do at any time.
And Dr. Kervorkian is wrong, too. Life is a love story, not a pointless trip through suffering.
Today, through the imagery of the Shulamite looking forward to the day her King will come for her, we
picture the fulfillment of our love story. The part we’re all waiting for…and maybe a little afraid of -
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when time and space collapse under the plan of God, and we finally see our King face-to-face. It is the
culmination of our incredible love story…but the stage, it seems to me, is far too small for the drama.

The Love Story
The Stage is Too Small for the Drama


There always was God. Father, Son and Holy Spirit. God created angels, and God created a
bride (a universe and people) for His Son – a gift of great Love. The angels were to serve the Son
by caring for the universe and the people. The Universe and the people were for giving love and
pleasure to the Son. Genesis 1:1



One of God’s created angels decided he would be like God…better, indeed, than God, and he
rebelled against God’s plan. He did not want to serve the universe and men, he wanted the
universe and men to serve him. Isaiah 14:12-14



This evil angel, Satan, was then no longer allowed to live in the heavenly places, he was cast out
of heaven, but he was allowed, for a short time, to live on earth and to visit heaven. Job 1:6&7,
Revelation 12:10



Satan tempted men to also rebel against God, and they did. And when they decided to not obey
God, but to obey Satan instead, they became the servants of Satan, not God. And Satan had
what he wanted…a universe and men to serve him. Genesis 3, Romans 5:12



But God, of course, had a plan all along for what He knew all along would happen. A people
group, beginning with Abraham, were chosen to hear about God, respond to God, and spread
the Word about God. The Son would come from this people group, and would make a love
sacrifice for the universe and all people which were His. He would become a man, live a life of
obedience to God – no rebellion at all – and then the Son would allow Himself to be killed by
men who were servants of Satan – and thus provide a way for those He loved to have their sins
paid for, and to be able to choose obedience to God once again. Genesis 12:1-3, Ezekiel 16, John
1:1-3, John 3:36



Satan knew God had this plan for the Son to come as a man, so he tried for thousands of years
to kill off any man who might be obedient to God and thus play a part in God’s plan, especially
Jewish people, because the Son was coming as a Jewish man. Genesis 4 (Cain & Abel), Genesis 6
(Noah and the Ark), Genesis throughout (Abraham, Isaac & Jacob & Joseph), Esther (Haman tries
to kill all Jews)….etc.



But Satan failed. The Son was born, lived, loved, and was killed, and then didn’t stay dead! He
couldn’t stay dead. Now men had a way to escape from their slavery to Satan. I Corinithians
15:1-20
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The Son promised to return again to His universe and to His people, to once and for all destroy
the evil angel. But He has waited longer than anyone ever thought He would. John 14:1-4



While He waits, Satan will fight hard to destroy any man on earth who might obey God and thus
be there to welcome the Son when He would return, especially the Jewish people, for the Son
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had said the Jewish people would believe in Him and be there, believing in Him, at His return,
and that He had special promises to fulfill to them when He got back. Zechariah 12:10&11,
Zechariah 13:1, The Romans, Hitler, etc.



During this time of waiting, many men on earth have believed and obeyed God, turning from
evil. Because of their faith, Satan can not win the battle he is fighting, and ultimately will be cast
out of heaven forever, never to stand in the presence of God again, and 1/3 of all the created
angels are on his side. Revelation 12:7-12



When Satan is cast out and realizes that this is it – no more chances – and that there is only a
short amount of time (3 ½ years) before the Son will return, this evil angel is enraged, and
begins to kill believers in God as fast as he can. He tries first to kill all the Jews, whether they are
believers or not – just in case they might someday believe in the Son. But when they seem to
have special protection from God, he gets even madder, and ferociously attacks all believers in
God. Revelation 12:13-17



In order to kill them off fast enough – before the 3 ½ years are up – Satan finds a man who will
totally sell himself out to evil, and Satan gives that man all the power and authority he himself
had always had, and that man, the anti-christ, begins to murder believers. He forces the whole
world to worship him, and the only ones who see through him are the believers in the Son.
Revelation 13, I Thessalonians 5:4-6



At this point it looks really bad for the believers in the Son. If the Son is not going to return until
the end of the 3 ½ years (and that’s what He has said), it seems that there would be no believers
left anywhere on earth at His return. So, of course, God had a plan. He cuts short the killing by
removing those who are being killed. The Son snatches them up to heaven to join Him in
preparations for His return. But before He removes believers from the earth, He chooses
144,000 of them, all Jewish believers, to stay on earth and spread the news of His soon return.
And He gives them special protection – a seal on their forehead – so that they could never be
harmed by Satan. Matthew 24:29-31, I Thessalonians 4:15-18, Revelation 7, Revelation 14:1



Those 144,000 preach the Good News about the Son to the whole world through one major
catastrophe after another. When their job is finished, they join the snatched away believers in
heaven, ready to return with them when the Son returns. And because of the job they do,
many, many Jewish people choose to believe in the Son just before His return. And when those
Jewish people believe in the Son, many, many Gentiles will, too, worldwide. Some will die for
that choice. Some live, and walk into the Milennium as survivors on planet earth. Zechariah
12:10, Zechariah 8:20-23, Revelation 14, Revelation 11:11-13, Revelation 13:9-10
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And the Son returns. All His enemies are destroyed. Believers who had died or been snatched
up to heaven return with Him, and the believers who live through it are there to greet them
with shouts of joy! Revelation 19, I Corinthians 15:20-28



And the Son and His bride live happily ever after…exactly what God had planned all along.
Revelation 21&22

And now….Song of Solomon Chapter 2….where the Shulamite pictures the coming of her bridegroom:
“I am the rose of Sharon, and the lily of the valleys” 2:1
This phrase is a part of the previous chapter
1. Who was talking?
2. What was she saying?
3. Is there any special meaning to the “rose of Sharon”, or the “Lily of the valleys”?

“Like a lily among thorns, so is my love among the daughters.” 2:2
4. Who is speaking?
5. What is Solomon saying about how special the Shulamite is, compared to other women?

“Like an apple tree among the trees of the woods, so is my beloved among the sons. I sat down in his
shade with great delight, and his fruit was sweet to my taste.” 2:3
6. How is an apple tree better than the other trees of the woods?
“He brought me to the banqueting house, and his banner over me was love.” 2:4
Most commentaries do not have a clear idea of the historical basis for this phrase.
7. Who is talking here?
8. What do you think it means?
“Sustain me with cakes of raisins, refresh me with apples, for I am lovesick. His left hand is under my
head, and his right hand embraces me.” 2:5&6
9. Who is talking?
10. Who is she talking to?
11. What is she saying to them?
12. What is she imagining?
“I charge you, O daughters of Jerusalem, by the gazelles or by the does of the field, do not stir up nor
awaken love until it pleases.” 1:7
13. The Shulamite is continuing to speak to her friends. – What is she asking them not to do?
14. The Shulamite is so lovesick she can hardly function….Why does the Shulamite not want her
friends to try to urge Solomon to come for her?
15. What is the value in waiting? Isaiah 40:31
16. If a young couple has to wait to get married, how could that be a good thing?
17. If you and I have to wait to have the things we want, how can that be a good thing?
18. When have you had to wait for something important?
19. Was there anything good about the waiting?
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“The voice of my beloved! Behold, he comes leaping upon the mountains, skipping upon the hills”
2:8
20. Who is speaking?
21. What future event is she imagining?
22. She imagines Solomon coming for her, leaping and skipping. What does that tell you about his
feelings as he comes for her?
23. This passage is beginning to picture that amazing event we look forward to – the coming of
Jesus Christ for us, his bride. Do you usually think of that coming in the way this verse
describes…King Jesus leaping on the mountains, and skipping on the hills?
24. How do you usually picture Jesus at His return? What do you imagine his feelings and attitude
will be?
“My beloved is like a gazelle or a young stag. Behold, he stands behind our wall; He is looking through
the windows, gazing through the lattice” 2:9
25. To what does she compare Solomon here?
26. Solomon seems to be arriving at the Shulamite’s home – arriving swiftly, letting her see his
arrival. Looking for her.
27. Does this remind you at all of our King’s arrival someday? Will He arrive swiftly? Will his arrival
be evident, viewable? Will He come looking for us?

“My beloved spoke, and said to me: ‘Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come away.” 2:10
28. She is picturing Solomon arriving and asking her to do what?
“For lo, the winter is past, the rain is over and gone. The flowers appear on the earth; the time of
singing has come, and the voice of the turtledove is heard in our land. The fig tree puts forth her
green figs, and the vines with the tender grapes give a good smell. Rise up, my love, my fair one, and
come away!.” 2:11-13
29. Why is this the right time for Solomon to come for the Shulamite?
30. What will be the right time for our Lord Jesus to come for us?
31. What season will it be when Solomon comes for her?
32. Is Solomon’s coming the end of something or the beginning of something?
“O my dove, in the clefts of the rock, in the secret places of the cliff, let me see your face, let me hear
your voice; for your voice is sweet, and your face is lovely.” 2:14
33. What is Solomon doing here?
“Catch us the little foxes, the little foxes that spoil the vines, for our vines have tender grapes.” 2:15
34. What else is he doing?
“My beloved is mine, and I am his. He feeds his flock among the lilies.” 2:16
35. The Shulamite is through dreaming, wishing…she knows there is longer to wait….she knows
Solomon is still sphepherding….but even though the right time has not come yet, of what is the
Shulamite very sure?
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“Until the day breaks and the shadows flee away, turn, my beloved, and be like a gazelle or a young
stag upon the mountains of Bether.”
36. Who is speaking?
37. What is she asking Solomon to do?
APPLICATION QUESTIONS:
38. What is my part in the end of the story?
39. Am I wishing He would rush His return, or am I set within myself that I want Him only to come
when He is ready?
40. What should I be looking for – how will he show Himself to me behind the lattice?
41. Am I ready? If He should begin His return today, would I ask Him to wait just a little longer?
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Song of Solomon
Chapter 3 – Questions and Answers

Hand-In-Hand
Let’s get the conversation started: What was your favorite dream or worst nightmare as a child? And
then have everyone tell about the “dreams” they had growing up – how they “pictured” their future.
This chapter is about “dreams”. The kind you have while you sleep….and the kind you have while
awake.
In today’s chapter the Shulamite has a disturbing dream – she is searching and searching for her
bridegroom-to-be, and just can’t seem to find him anywhere. Finally she finds him, holds on to him, and
doesn’t want to ever let him go.
Her huge desire in life is to be married to this man – and that desire invades her dreams. Sounds pretty
normal, doesn’t it?
But then, in the second part of the chapter, the Lord, I think, helps her see her bridegroom in a different
light – and she learns a valuable lesson about wanting something so bad that you don’t ever want to let
it go.
The story is told – perhaps you’ve heard it – of the little boy who dropped his money in the slot, chose
the candy bar he wanted, and then watched it drop half-way into the tray. He reached in to grab it, but
it was a stuck, so he pushed his hand in a little further, wrapped his hand around it and tugged. It came
loose, but in the process of shoving his hand further in, the candy bar and his hand were now stuck in
the machine. He could let go and get his hand out….but he couldn’t hang on and get both his hand and
the candy bar out. So he stayed, stuck in the vending machine, not wanting to let go of his candy bar. It
was his. He didn’t want to lose it. A kind stranger came along and told the boy to let go of the candy
bar, knowing that when he did he would be able to extract his hand, and the candy bar would most
likely fall into the tray to be retrieved. The little boy hesitated for quite awhile, not sure he could trust
the word of this stranger, but finally he let go – the holding on was just simply getting too hard.
He let go. The candy dropped. He picked it up from the tray and walked off – free from the vending
machine, and enjoyed every bite of his candy bar.
Let’s check out the passage:
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“By night on my bed I sought the one I love; I sought him, but I did not find him.” 3:1
1. Who is talking?
The Shulamite is talking. The verse pretty well describes for us what is happening. It’s nighttime, and
she is, in her dreams, searching for Solomon.
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2. Have you ever longed for something so much that you ended up dreaming about it?

3. Have you ever had one of those dreams where you just couldn’t get where you were going?

4. What do you think those dreams mean?
I think most people would agree that dreams like this are simply an expression of the deepest longings
of our hearts. The Shulamite is eating, drinking, and living all of life filled with longing for her
bridegroom’s coming. Of course it spills over into her dreams at night.
Have you ever dreamed that the Lord was coming? Have you ever imagined that you heard a shout, the
voice of the archangel, or a trumpet sounding? (I Thessalonians 4:15-17)
When we were first married, I think sometime after our 2nd child, Chad, was born, I had a dream like
that. All I remember was that I was asleep, and heard a piercing trumpet sound, and just sat up in bed
like I’d been shot out of a cannon. My first thought was: “I’m still here!” I was so sure that trumpet
sound was the beginning of the Rapture, that I was shocked to find that I hadn’t left. I thought I was left
behind. Usually we don’t remember our adult dreams for any length of time. But I can tell you today,
probably 40 years after this dream, I remember so clearly what I heard and how I felt. It took me a long
time – probably days after this dream – to get my brain back to reality and accept the fact that this had
been a dream, and I had not been left behind. 

“ ‘I will rise now’ , I said, ‘and go about the city; in the streets and in the squares I will seek the one I
love.’ I sought him but I did not find him.” 3:2
5. In her dream, where does she go to try to find him?
She leaves her house and walks around in the city streets.
6. Fill in the blanks: Even in her dreams, the Shulamite is longing for her bridegroom.

“The watchmen who go about the city found me; I said, ‘Have you seen the one I love?” 3:3
7. In her dream, who does she meet?
Every city had watchmen – whose job it was to walk the streets and the city walls, looking for possible
trouble at night. Watching for enemies.
8. What are the watchmen doing when they find her?
So, of course, anyone walking about at night through the city would be found by the watchmen.
Ordinarily it would be dangerous to be out at night, for the watchmen were diligent in their protection
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of the city. But these watchmen don’t give her any trouble. In fact, they seem to just listen to her. Of
course, this is her dream, so she is apparently not afraid in her dream, just longing for her bridegroom.
“Scarcely had I passed by them, when I found the one I love. I held him and would not let him go,
until I had brought him to the house of my mother, and into the chambers of her who conceived me.”
3:4

9. In her dream, she finds him! What is her reaction to finding him?
She grabs him and will not let him go. She never again wants to be apart from him. She has waited for
him. She wants to wait no longer.
10. Why does she want to take him to her mother’s house?
She has a picture in her mind of what this future life of hers will be like. She will take him to meet and
get to know her mother. Her mother will put her stamp of approval on this marriage. She and her
bridegroom will live the rest of their lives together, never apart, in the fields and the countryside they
love.
When Ken and I were dating, I had a picture in my mind, too, of what our future life would be like. In my
mind, we would both work hard all day, then come home for dinner, eat together, and spend the rest of
every evening talking about our day – sitting in front of a fire (don’t ask me where I got this part of the
picture – I grew up in Arizona – never sat in front of a fire in my life) – and just talking until the day
ended.
My picture didn’t exactly match up with the reality that followed. Close…but not exactly. We did both
work hard all day, but then 5 children don’t go home at 5:00pm and show up the next morning. The
work went on and on and on and on…. Dinner together most of the time was me heating up tomato
soup and grilling some cheese sandwiches, feeding and wrestling with 5 children as bedtime neared,
collapsing onto a couch once the last one got up for a drink of water, and then feebly saying “hi” to my
husband as he came home late at night from an Elders’ Meeting, or a Bible Study, 
“I charge you, O daughters of Jerusalem, by the gazelles or by the does of the field, do not stir up nor
awaken love until it pleases.” 3:5
11. The dream is over. In her dream she found her beloved, but what situation still exists in reality?
She awakes and finds that she is still alone. Her beloved has not come. She did not find him.
12. Why do you think she repeats this phrase right now, after the dream?
And she accepts reality once again. The time is still not right. She wants to wait for his timing. She has
to put aside her longings and get on with life, because the perfect time is not here yet.
“Who is this coming out of the wilderness like pillars of smoke, perfumed with myrrh and
frankincense, with all the merchant’s fragrant powders? Behold, it is Solomon’s couch , with sixty
valiant men around it, of the valiant of Israel.” 3:6&7
13. Now the Shulamite is back to the real world. She sees her beloved, Solomon, arriving, but not
to take her away for their wedding day. Who is arriving with him?
Maybe the next day…maybe the following week…the Shulamite is with other people, and they watch
King Solomon arriving, riding in his chariot, flanked by the strong and mighty men of Israel. It is not an
arrival for a wedding, though. It is King Solomon, as he rides regally through his domain – showing his
people that he is there, and he is watching over them. It is not for her that he comes. It is for everyone.
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He loves her – but he also loves and is committed to all the people of Israel. He’s the King. It’s the job
God has given him. He loves his job. He does it well.
“They all hold swords, being expert in war. Every man has his sword on his thigh because of fear in
the night.” 3:8
14. What do we learn in this verse about the men accompanying Solomon?
They are the chief captains of the army of Israel. Strong, intelligent, trained to fight, and capable of
protecting Israel and her King.

“Of the wood of Lebanon Solomon the King made himself a palanquin: He made its pillars of silver, its
support of gold, its seat of purple, its interior paved with love by (for) the daughters of Jerusalem.”
3:10
15. A “palanquin” is a chariot. How is Solomon’s chariot described?
 First of all, he made it himself. At least he designed and directed the making of it.
 Pillars of silver (very large chariot)
 Support – or floors – of gold. (very, very expensive chariot)
 Seat – or coverings – or purple (the color of royalty)
 Interior paved with love. Huh????
16. This chariot was made not only of valuable materials, it was also made with love. What in the
world does that mean? Who does Solomon love?
It means the chariot was made for the purpose of showing love to the nation of Israel. When Israel
saw her King riding in his large, expensive, royal chariot, they would know they were protected and
loved. Who does Solomon love? Israel. The job God has given him is to love and lead a whole
country of people. Wow. Where does the Shulamite come in here?
“Go forth, O daughters of Zion, and see King Solomon with the crown with which his mother crowned
him on the day of his wedding (espousal). The day of the gladness of his heart.”
17. Today, men are not given crowns at their weddings. In Solomon’s day they weren’t either. But
men were given crowns when they were made Kings. Besides his wedding day with the
Shulamite, what other possible “day of gladness” could this be talking about….one where he
receives a crown? I Kings 1
The Shulamite sees this magnificent display of the power of the King – her King – and she is viewing it as
one of the many. One of the nation of Israel. She speaks up to those who surround her at the “parade”,
and advises them to go closer – to joyfully view the one in the chariot who will keep peace in their lives
– and to look closely at his crown – the crown given to him by his mother on what day? Look at I Kings
chapter 1 to see what part Solomon’s mother played in his coronation.
18. Since the rest of this book continues to talk about “waiting” for the bridegroom to come, I draw
the conclusion that this verse, above, is not talking about the wedding day of Solomon and the
Shulamite. That is yet to come. I think it is talking about the “wedding”…or”espousal” of King
Solomon to the sacred task set before him – shepherding the flock of Israel. That helps explain
the verse above, too, about the interior of the chariot being paved with love for the daughters
of Jerusalem.
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19. If I am right, then what do you think the Shulamiteis thinking right about now…as she sees her
future husband arrive in all his pomp and splendor as the King of Israel?
Is she, too, filled with joy at his arrival? Yes. Is she impressed with his royalty? Yes.
20. How might the Shulamite feel about sharing this “beloved” with the whole nation of Israel?
Is she afraid…
 Afraid to be the wife of such a powerful man…what will be expected of her, a country girl?
 Afraid that he will love others more than her?
 Afraid that the dream…the model…she has in her head…will not come true?
21. Is she ready to “let go” of her beloved, and let him be what God has called him to be?
Somehow, I see the answer in this verse above. I think she is ready to let go of her dreams, and accept
her bridegroom for what he is…for what God has called him to be…as she encourages the daughters of
Israel to go forth and enjoy his arrival.

APPLICATION QUESTIONS:
22. Have you ever “held on” to something, not wanting to let it go, and found that holding on was
not God’s plan for you?
23. What are some different things God calls his people to “do” for Him? In other words, what are
some “jobs” for God?
24. What has God called you to do? If you are married, what has God called your husband to do? If
you are not married, but you would like to be, how do you picture your future husband…what
will he be called of God to do?
25. Is our job for God every bit as important as our marriages?
You might have to think about this one a little. Our culture has given us very negative pictures of the
husband who loves anything at all more than he loves his wife and children. The husband who is
“married” to his job. But the truth is, when a man and a woman join their hands to work for the Lord
together, sacrifices are made. The long conversations in front of the fireplace may not take place every
night. The man who is dedicated to his job for God is not always Prince Charming. The woman who is
dedicated to her calling from God doesn’t always look like the beautiful Shulamite maiden after the kids
are fed, the dog is walked, and tomorrow’s work is thought through.
The thing God has called you to do is every bit as important as your marriage. You may have to adjust,
change your dreams a little….but both are worth doing….and both are callings from God. And as you
adjust your dreams, you find that the new model – the one God had in mind all along – is even better.
You will also be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord,
And a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
It will no longer be said to you, “Forsaken,”
Nor to your land will it any longer be said, “Desolate”;
But you will be called, “My delight is in her,”
And your land, “Married”;
For the Lord delights in you,
And to Him your land will be married.
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For as a young man marries a virgin,
So your sons will marry you;
And as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride,
So your God will rejoice over you (Isaiah 62:3-5).
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26. What is our bridegroom’s job for God?
He is sitting at the right hand of the Father, waiting to return. (Revelation 3:21)
And He is building our home in heaven (John 14:1-4)
And He is proclaiming His salvation to everyone who does not yet know Him. (Matt. 28:19&20)
27. Are we joining with Him, hand-in-hand, to accomplish his job? Or do we want Him to drop His
passion for God’s work, and just concentrate on our happiness?
28. While we wait for the return of our bridegroom, there are many, many others who are loved by
Jesus and are not yet believers. Do you love them as your bridegroom does?
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Song of Solomon
Chapter 4 – Questions and Answers

Raindrops on Roses…
Raindrops on roses and whiskers on kittens
Bright copper kettles and warm woolen mittens
Brown paper packages tied up with strings
These are a few of my favorite things
Cream colored ponies and crisp apple streudels
Doorbells and sleigh bells and schnitzel with noodles
Wild geese that fly with the moon on their wings
These are a few of my favorite things
Girls in white dresses with blue satin sashes
Snowflakes that stay on my nose and eyelashes
Silver white winters that melt into springs
These are a few of my favorite things
When the dog bites
When the bee stings
When I'm feeling sad
I simply remember my favorite things
And then I don't feel so bad
What are some of your favorite things? Let’s take a poll. Each person will be given a slip of
paper and a pen. Write down your top 5 favorite things. We’ll compile them and see how much
we might be the same – and how much we might be different.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
My goal for this Bible Study of Song of Solomon, is that we will be shocked.
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This is a picture of the Kingdom of Israel under the rule of Solomon – it stretched all the way north
into present-day Syria, and all the way south to present-day Egypt, and also included present-day
Jordan, and parts of present-day Saudi-Arabia and present-day Iraq.

As you look at this map, try to think about how Solomon must have felt about this land. Ocean on the
west. Trade routes passing through. Rich mountain ranges. Lovely, green valleys. The Jordan River
running from the mountains down into the Dead Sea. All kinds of exciting weather. Natural resources
abounded. Fishing, Husbandry, Farming, Shipping, and people from a myriad of backgrounds.
A Capital city, Jerusalem, perched on a mountain, visible for hundreds of miles in all directions.
The temple of the Lord rising from the streets of that city – beckoning peoples from all countries to
come and worship the One, True, God.
No wonder he used the land and the natural elements of this beautiful land to describe his beautiful
bride-to-be. He couldn’t think of anything more beautiful. The land of Israel contained all of his
“Favorite Things”.
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4:1 Behold, you are fair, my love! Behold, you are fair! You have dove’s eyes behind your veil.
Your hair is like a flock of goats, going down from Mount Gilead.
1. Who is speaking here? - Solomon
2. Why would he think her hair is like a flock of goats? I am picturing a sea of white goats,
cascading down the mountainside. What do you think?
3. Where is Mt. Gilead?

4:2 Your teeth are like a flock of shorn sheep which have come up from the washing, every one of
which bears twins, and none is barren among them.
4. How is he picturing her teeth? Even, white, none missing.
4:3 Your lips are like a strand of scarlet, and your mouth is lovely. Your temples behind your veil are
like a piece of pomegranate.
5. What does a pomegranate look like? - Round, fresh, ruby red.
4:4 Your neck is like the tower of David, built for an armory, on which hang a thousand bucklers,
all shields of mighty men.
6. How is this beautiful? A strong, regal neck.
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4:5 Your two breasts are like two fawns, twins of a gazelle, which feed among the lilies.
7. He is describing the perfection of her body.
4:6&7 Until the day breaks, and the shadows flee away, I will go my way to the mountain of myrrh
and to the hill of frankincense. You are all fair, my love, and there is no spot in you.
8. We’ve seen this phrase before in the Song. “Until the day breaks…the shadows flee away”. It
indicates that the time of his coming has not happened yet. So what is Solomon saying he will
do as he waits for the time to be right for their wedding? - Spend time with her.
9. What does “no spot in you” mean? Does it bring a New Testament verse to mind? (Ephesians
5:27) It means “Perfect” – nothing spoils its perfection at all. The church is described this way,
too.
4:8 Come with me from Lebanon, my spouse, with me from Lebanon. Look from the top of Amana,
from the top of Senir and Hermon, from the lions’ dens, from the mountains of the leopards.
10. Where does he want her to go with him? - up into the mountains

11. What will they do there? View the whole land of Israel. (see elevation map above)
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12. What will a view of the whole land of Israel do for them? - Give them hope. Remind them of
the blessings of God and what He has given them so far.

4:9-11 You have ravished my heart, my sister, my spouse; you have ravished my heart with one look
of your eyes, with one link of your necklace. How fair is your love, my sister, my spouse! How
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much better than wine is your love, and the scent of your perfumes than all spices! Your lips, O my
spouse, drip as the honeycomb; honey and milk are under your tongue; and the fragrance of your
garments Is like the fragrance of Lebanon.
13. Why does he call her his sister? His love for her is not only romantic. It is also a family love.
14. Why does he call her his spouse? They are espoused. Engaged.
4:12-14 A garden enclosed
Is my sister, my spouse,
A spring shut up,
A fountain sealed.
13
Your plants are an orchard of pomegranates
With pleasant fruits,
Fragrant henna with spikenard,
14
Spikenard and saffron,
Calamus and cinnamon,
With all trees of frankincense,
Myrrh and aloes,
With all the chief spices—
15. Why does he describe her as a garden enclosed, a spring shut up, a fountain sealed? Because
their union has not yet taken place.
4:15 A fountain of gardens, a well of living waters, and streams from Lebanon.
16. His language is getting grander here. Not only is she a garden…she is a fountain of gardens.
What is he saying? She’s a never-ending source of gardens.
17. What else in scripture is described as a “well of living waters”? John 4:10-14, John 7:37-39,
Isaiah 55:1, Rev. 21:6, Rev. 22:17, Jer. 2:13, Zechariah 14:8&9, Rev. 7:17
Jesus is a well of living waters. The Holy-Spirit indwelt church is a well of living waters. The
nation of Israel will some day be a well of living waters. You and I are a well of living waters.
18. “Streams from Lebanon” were streams flowing from the mountains – seemingly an endless
source of water. Why does he use this imagery about her?
He sees her as just that – an endless source of delight. As you read this verse, are you thinking
about the fact that Jesus sees us – the believers in Him – as an endless source of delight?

My goal for this Bible Study of Song of Solomon, is that we will be shocked.
(You’ll see what I mean.)

www.kathleendalton.com
4:16 Awake, O north wind, and come, O south! Blow upon my garden, that its spices may flow out.
Let my beloved come to his garden nd eat its pleasant fruits.
19. Who is speaking here? - Now it’s the Shulamite
20. What is she wanting to happen? She wants the Lord Himself to remind Solomon of how
beautiful she is – so he’ll come.
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APPLICATION QUESTIONS:
21. If we – the believers in Jesus Christ – are the Shulamite, and He, Jesus, is our coming
bridegroom, then what is this chapter teaching us about ourselves? Are we a perfect body? Are
“without spot”? Are we beautiful? Yes. Yes. Yes.
22. How are we beautiful to Him? Hebrews 11:6. Our faith is the beauty He sees.

23. If faith, then, is our beauty, let’s recall some of that beauty, through the ages:
a. Hebrews 11 (The Hall of Faith) Read it and be struck with the beauty of the Old
Testament Believers in Jesus.
b. The Book of Acts (The Faith Acts of the fledgling church) Read it and be struck with the
beauty of the New Testament believers in Jesus.
c. History since Jesus (stories which have been handed down). We’ll mention a few stories
in class if we have time – or get a great Church History book and be amazed! For
instance:

By E. Michael and Sharon Rusten
(I am going to read a selection found on page 432)

d. Our own current-day acts of faith. Romans 10:17 If we have time, we’ll share some of
our own acts of faith….but if we don’t, read the following and you’ll start understanding
how beautiful we are to Jesus:
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A young waitress hosted a breakfast at her apartment for the people she worked with.
She told her friends that she was inviting her Pastor to join this breakfast group and answer
any questions they may have about God. They came.
Public School Teachers pray for the students they know are sharing their faith in Christ.
And they pray for the students they know are walking in darkness. They pray that a
believing student will find them and witness to them. They realize with a great sense of
responsibility that they may be the only one praying for some of their students.
Many have started Bible Studies at their places of employment. They have spread the
word through word of mouth, or by e-mail – some have led those studies themselves, others
have brought in a friend who will lead the study.
A young single career woman offered rooms in her home to a friend in need. She
lived the Gospel in front of her friend and her children day by day. They spoke often
together of Christ. They prayed together before meals. Her friend accepted Christ as her
LORD and Savior.
Some have started Bible Studies in their neighborhoods. People they didn’t even know
have come. One of the gals who did this had just lost her husband to a sudden heart attack.
Her neighbors who knew and loved her came to this study simply because they wanted to
be sure she was OK. They stayed to learn and grow and find a personal relationship with
Jesus Christ.
Another gal at Southside started a Bible study in her home because she had a parent
living with her, and wanted to give her a chance to grow in the LORD, too. She did.
As a second career, one woman opened up a business..a Scrapbook store – where
people linger and talk – and sometimes scrapbook in order to recover from serious loss –
and they want to talk about it to someone – and she had many, many chances to
recommend Jesus, who can meet all needs.
A young newspaper writer had lunch every week with a co-worker - and began to present
the claims of Christ to someone who otherwise would never even have considered them.
That co-worker came to know Christ as Savior and today teaches Bible classes, himself, at
Southside Bible.
Others have not had the words to speak eloquently of Christ…they have simply told
someone about the church they go to…and offered to meet them there.
A Child-care giver talked about the Lord with the parents of the kids she provided childcare for. As those kids became a part of her life, she was able to talk along the way about
the things she was learning from a Personal God.
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A young mom started a Bible Study with old friends from High School. They talked about
common memories and new common interests – and talked about the difference a
relationship to Jesus has made since High School.
Another young mom walks every morning in her neighborhood. Saying hi to everyone.
Asking where they live – telling them where she lives. Asking where they go to church.
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Telling them where she goes to church. Being open to hearing about their lives…and willing
to share about her life with Jesus.
Someone else offers to help an elderly neighbor with cooking or finances or trips to the
doctor. As they travel together she looks for opportunities to comment that she knows many
people are afraid to die If they are (who isn’t?) then she can talk about the peace you have
knowing you are going to see Jesus when you die.
A worker in a salon gets into conversations with co-workers about how to have a
relationship to God…in fact, most people don’t have any idea that God wants to have a
relationship to us – and show them Psalms 139 – awesome Psalm about the intimate
knowledge our God has of each one of us.
A young college student had a roommate who didn’t know the Lord, but didn’t know how
to begin a conversation. She arranged a discussion get-together with other people in the
same boat, telling them to invite their roommates, and let people know you will be
discussing how to have a relationship to God. It worked. People came. It gave many of
them courage to pursue those conversations over the weeks and months to come.
Many invite friends to lunch – and make it a point to ask them if they know for sure they
are going to heaven when they die. They get the chance to tell that friend that they do know
they are going to heaven when they die, and why they know that.
A school teacher sang a solo in church and invited her students to come.
A young mom got a part-time job in a gym. As she works with people who are working out,
she takes the opportunity to talk about the Person who helped her the most with the
imperfections in your life. Jesus. The One who is sufficient for every need we have in life.
Another woman knows her neighbors well, and prays with them when tragedy strikes.
A doctor prays with her patients in the hospital. Another doctor has free Bibles available
for all of his patients. They take them.
An older woman had a stroke. She went through therapy, and then moved temporarily to
her daughter’s home and there she was a living witness to people even when she was at
her weakest.
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A man faithfully visited his Mom in the nursing home, making friends with the other
people there, too. He continued to visit those new friends long after his Mom was home with
Jesus.
Restaurant owners started a lending library for their employees. They stocked it with great
books about the Bible and about the Lord, and with tapes from the Sunday sermons at
church. The library was well-used.
A woman got a job sitting with patients at a hospital. Many patients have no family or friend
to sit with them during long hospital stays, and hospitals hire people to do just that. She
sometimes read the paper, sometimes a good book, while sitting quietly in hospital rooms,
and sometimes brought along a Bible and offered to read out loud to patients during their
good times.
A man was a day-in-day-out witness to his family as he sat by his father’s bedside and told
him of the love of Jesus over and over again in the days before he died.
A Jewish believer in Jesus lovingly invite his Jewish family to attend his Jewish/Christian
wedding – to give them the unparalleled opportunity to see the fulfillment of the Jewish
Messiah in the person of Jesus.
An architect takes a Mission trip and washes the feet of young hoodlums in Nicaragua,
asking for the privilege of doing so as he explains his own grief over not being able to pass
on the good news of Jesus to his own children.

We are His Favorite Things. 
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Song of Solomon
Chapter 5 – Questions and Answers

Worth Waiting For
The Shulamite goes to bed thinking of their future wedding party: She imagines that
Solomon, at their wedding, says:
5:1 I have come to my garden, my sister, my spouse; I have gathered my myrrh with my spice; I have
eaten my honeycomb with my honey; I have drunk my wine with my milk. Eat, O friends! Drink, yes
drink deeply, O beloved ones.
1. Why would there be friends here?

The Shulamite Goes to Sleep and Has Another Dream:
5:2 I sleep, but my heart is awake; it is the voice of my beloved! He knocks, saying, ‘Open for me, my
sister, my love, my dove, my perfect one; For my head is covered with dew, my locks with the drops
of the night.
2. At what time of day is the bridegroom arriving in this dream?
3. Have we learned already in Song of Solomon what time of day the bridegroom will arrive? 2:17,
4:6

5:3 I have taken off my robe; how can I put it on again? I have washed my feet; How can I defile
them?
4. What is he saying? ‘I’m

, Don’t

me away!”

5:4&5 My beloved put his hand by the latch of the door, and my heart yearned for him. I arose to
open for my beloved, and my hands dripped with myrrh, my fingers with liquid myrrh, on the handles
of the lock.
5. Is she hesitating at all about opening the door to him?
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5:6 I opened for my beloved, but my beloved had turned away and was gone. My heart leaped up
when he spoke. I sought him, but I could not find him; I called him, but he gave me no answer.
6. Has she had this dream before? (3:1-4)
7. What seems to be different this time around?
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5:7 The watchmen who went about the city found me. They struck me, they wounded me; the
keepers of the walls took my veil away from me.
8. Is this a dream or a nightmare?
9. What is different s about this dream?
10. Why would the watchmen of a city attack a person out at night? Why would they take away the
veil of a woman out at night?
11. What does this dream tell us about the feelings of the Shulamite?

The Shulamite Tells Her Girlfriends about This Dream:

5:8 I charge you, O daughters of Jerusalem, if you find my beloved, that you tell him I am lovesick!
12. This verse shows us something about the Shulamite…about her state of mind….what is it?
She’s almost at the
of her rope!

Her Girlfriends Ask Her a Question:
5:9 What is your beloved more than another beloved, O fairest among women? What is your beloved
more than another beloved, that you so charge us?
13. What are they asking?
Is he really worth

for?

The Shulamite Answers their Question by Naming All the Wonderful Facts about the
Bridegroom:
14. Put each phrase into your own words: 5:-10-16a

Her words

Your words

5:10 My beloved is white and ruddy, Chief
among ten thousand.
His head is like the finest gold; his locks are wavy,
and black as a raven.
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His eyes are like doves by the rivers of waters,
washed with milk, and fitly set.
His cheeks are like a bed of spices, banks of
scented herbs.
His lips are lilies, dripping liquid myrrh.
His hands are rods of gold set with beryl.
His body is carved ivory inlaid with sapphires.
His legs are pillars of marble set on bases of fine
gold.
His countenance is like Lebanon, excellent as the
cedars.

His mouth is most sweet, yes He is altogether
lovely….

5:16b This is my beloved, and this is my friend. O daughters of Jerusalem!
15. What does she say here about him that she has never said before?
16. Why is it important that he is not only her beloved, but her friend?
APPLICATION QUESTIONS:
17. We know from the Bible that we cannot know the hour or the day of the Lord’s coming. In fact,
the Lord’s coming is not one event, but a whole sequence of events. But…the actual moment
Jesus arrives on planet earth…the Revelation 19:11 moment….do we have any hints about what
time of day that will be? Zechariah 14:1-7 , Revelation 19:17
The following is a quote taken from a Bible Study I wrote a few years ago – it describes the time when
Israel believes, and the Lord returns:
“The Jewish nation has believed!!!! Now a look at what Jerusalem is like just before the LORD
returns….

“A day of the LORD is coming when your plunder will be divided among you. I will gather all the
nations to Jerusalem to fight against it; the city will be captured, the houses ransacked, and the
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women raped. Half of the city will go into exile, but the rest of the people will not be taken from
the city.” (14:1,2)
Hey! Things are still in awful shape! What’s happening? We have believed. Jesus is going to
return. Where is He? What is He waiting for?

“They that wait on the LORD will renew their

strength. They will mount up with wings as eagles; they will run and not be weary, they will Page | 40
walk and not faint.” Isaiah 40:31. Just wait. Trust your LORD to return when it is the best
time to return, no matter what is happening around you. “The man who loves his life will lose it,
while the man who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life.” John 12:25. Follow
in the footsteps of those who have gone before you, little flock. Don’t worry about this life. Keep
your eyes on the future.
There are no nations left in the world who will support Israel. No nation that cares. The world is
one huge Germany and Israel is the ghetto. There is no one to turn to except the LORD. All
nations have gathered at the Valley of Armageddon and are fighting against Jerusalem. The city is
being captured piece by piece. Houses are being ransacked and women raped. Over half of the
people have already been scattered to the winds, and ½ have remained. Terrified, but now they
have Jesus as their hope. He has promised to return. They search the skies during the day and
pray through the night, as King David did so many thousands of years ago when he was surrounded in
the cave:

“Look to my right and see; no one is concerned for me. I have no refuge; no one

cares for my life. I cry to you, O LORD; I say, ‘You are my refuge, my portion in the land of
the living.’ Listen to my cry, for I am in desperate need; rescue me from those who pursue
me, for they are too strong for me. Set me free from my prison, that I may praise our
name. Then the righteous will gather about me because of your goodness to me.” (Psalm
142: 4-7)
And then, when it seems it could not get worse, there is one night when there is no way even God
Himself could save the situation…but somehow they make it through the night…and at the dawning
of the next day, He arrives!
”In the evening, sudden terror! Before the morning, they are gone! This is the portion of
those who loot us, the lot of those who plunder us” (Isaiah 17:14); “…when I awake, I am
still with you.” (Psalm 139: 18b)
“God is within her, she will not fall; God will help her at break of day. Nations are in uproar,
kingdoms fall; he lifts his voice, the earth melts. The LORD Almighty is with us; the God of
Jacob is our fortress.” (Psalm 46: 5-7)
“This is the fate of those who trust in themselves, and of their followers, who approve their
sayings. Like sheep they are destined for the grave, and death will feed on them.” (Psalm
49:13&14)
“They return at evening, snarling like dogs, and prowl about the city. They wander about
for food and howl if not satisfied. But I will sing of your strength, in the morning I will sing
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of your love; for you are my fortress, my refuge in times of trouble. O my Strength, I sing
praise to you; you, O God, are my fortress, my loving God.” (Psalm 59:`4-17)”

As I look at the above verses, I am convinced that the picture is this: The armies of the world are
surrounding Jerusalem just before the Lord returns on His white horse. There is one, long, awful night
where it looks like the newly believing Jews of Israel will not make it through the night. But they do –
somehow they are protected – and in the morning, the skies part and all the nations can see the Son of
Man, Son of God, descending to earth on his white horse, with millions behind him, on their white
horses. He returns in the morning.

18. If we take a look just at the Jewish people at the time of the end, it seems that they are
frightened, confused, running away from terror, living through the very wrath of God. Why does
their Beloved, in Whom they have just believed, let this happen? SS 5:8, Zechariah 12:10 – 14:9,
Revelation 9:20&21, Revelation 11:13, Revelation 15-18. Revelation 20:4, Revelation 21:4
Because He knows the right time. He knows who will come to belief still. Believing Israel is part of the
bride of Christ. He wants His bride to be complete, no one missing. He will wait until we are everything
He ever planned for us to be, and then He will come. Even though that means that some of us will walk
through terror and nightmares. But He will be with us every step of the way. He will protect us from
our enemies, and, if we accept it from Him, He will give us the faith to trust Him as we go through the
most frightening times of our lives.
19. If we take this same question and apply it to our time right now…why does our Bridegroom let
us suffer terror or nightmares?
Same answer. We trust Him to know the right time while we wait.
20. Is He worth waiting for?
He is, you know. But have you ever even wondered this? Are you actually aware of the fact that you are
waiting?
21. The Shulamite helped herself get past her nightmare by simply remembering who her beloved
was, and why she loved Him. We can do the same. Who is our Beloved? What is He like?
Scripture Passage about Jesus
Psalm 74:12-17

What is Our Beloved Like?

Psalm 105:7-12
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Psalm 139:13-16
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Psalm 18:35&36

John 2:1-10

John 4:46-53

John 5:1-15

John 6:1-14

John 8:1-11

John 13:1-17

John 18:1-11
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John 19:25-27
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John 20:11-18

John 21:15-19

Revelation 19:11-21

When you wonder how you can wait any longer,
remember Who He is.
Lyrics to: “He Is” – by Aaron Jeffrey
In Genesis, He’s the Breath of Life
In Exodus, The Passover Lamb
In Leviticus, He’s our High Priest
Numbers, the Fire by Night
Deuteronomy, He’s Moses’ voice
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In Joshua, He is Salvation’s choice
Judges, Law-giver
In Ruth, the Kinsman-redeemer
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First and Second Samuel, our trusted prophet
In Kings and Chronicles, He’s sovereign
Ezra, Tue and Faithful Scribe
Nehemiah, He’s the rebuilder of broken walls and lives
In Esther, He’s Mordecai’s courage
In Job, the timeless redeemer
In Psalms He is our morning song
In Proverbs, wisdom’s cry
Ecclesiastes, the time and season
In the Song of Solomon, He is the lover’s dream

He is….He is….He is

In Isaiah, He’s Prince of Peace
Jeremiah, the weeping prophet
In Lamentations, the cry for Israel
Ezekiel, He’s the call from sin
In Daniel, the stranger in the fire
In Hosea, He is forever faithful
In Joel, He’s the Spirit’s power
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In Amos, the Arms that carry us
In Obadiah, He’s the Lord our Savior
In Jonah, He’s the great missionary
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In Micah, the Promise of Peace
In Nahum, He is our strength and our shield
In Habakkuk and Zephaniah He’s pleading for revival
In Haggai, He restores a lost heritage
In Zechariah, our Fountain
In Malachi, He is the Sun of Righteousness rising with healing in His wings

He is….He is…He is

In Matthew, Mark, Luke and John He is God, Man, Messiah
In the book of Acts, He is fire from Heaven
In Romans He’s the grace of God
In Corinthians, the Power of love
In Galatians, He is freedom from the curse of sin
Ephesians, our glorious treasure
Philippians, the Servant’s heart
In Colossians, He’s the Godhead Trinity
Thessalonians, our coming King
In Timothy, Titus, Philemon He’s our mediator and our faithful Pastor
In Hebrews, the everlasting covenant
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In James, the One who heals the sick
In First and Second Peter, He is our Shepherd
In John and in Jude, He’s the lover coming for his bride
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In the Revelation He is King of Kings and Lord of Lords.

He is…..He is….He is

The Prince of Peace
The Son of Man
The Lamb of God
The Great I am
He’s the Alpha and Omega
Our God and our Savior
He is Jesus Christ the Lord
And when time is no more…

He is
He is
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Song of Solomon
Chapters 6 – Questions and Answers

Learning to Dance…
A few years ago, I sat down to try to think of romantic things in our life. And I came up with a
whole list:
Playing

cards as we drove across the country . When we were first married, we drove pretty-much
non-stop from Arizona, where we had our wedding ceremony, to Aurora, Illinois, - to our first job – Ken
was going to be the Youth Pastor at a Bible Church.
As we drove across country, we played cards together. We played any number of games – just the two
of us, sitting close in the front seat of our car, trying to win games and keep our cards secret from each
other while Ken was driving. I remember we laughed all the way across the country.

We

have always had fun together, no matter how much money we had…at one point in the first year
of our marriage we had only $5 to our name, not sure where the next $5 was going to come from, and
we spent it to go see Sound of Music. It was fun. We were having too much fun to worry.

He

often sends me flowers

Before

we had children, Ken would take me out to dinner often. After the kids arrived, we took them
out to dinner often. And now, with our most-of-the-time empty nest, he still takes me out for dinner
almost every night. We love to sit across the table from each other and think through our day.

Walks on

the beach. One of our favorite get-aways is the beach – and one of our favorite things to do
– after we go out to dinner – is walk on the beach. We have great conversations and solve many of the
problems of the world while we walk and talk and look at waves and watch other people.

Dinner

at sunset. And always when we are on a beach vacation we set aside at least one night to
orchestrate our dinnertime with a sunset. He knows I love sunsets. We watch that red globe slip
beneath the horizon and both feel incredibly fortunate to be watching it together.

Calls

me during the day. Ken never lets a day go by – whether we are in the same town or a thousand
miles apart – without calling me.

Says

wonderful things about me. He doesn’t always warn me when he’s going to mention me in a
sermon – but it’s always wonderful. I have never, ever, heard him criticize me in front of anyone.
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Asks my

opinion and advice. This is probably the most romantic thing Ken does for me. It means a
whole lot to me that he wants to listen to what I think about something. We talk through scriptures
together, and he respects what I have to say even when he doesn’t agree with it.

We

don’t have breakfast together. Now this sounds funny, I know. But we found, early on in our
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marriage, that we are much happier when we don’t have breakfast together. He and I have entirely
different ways to start out our days. He loves to leave the house. He loves to be with people. I like to
stay home, or, if I go out, I like to go someplace where no one knows me. I need the time to charge up
my batteries. He gets his batteries charged by being with people. He reads USA Today. I read the
Wall Street Journal. We’re just different. And when we realized that being different was OK – and that
eating breakfast separate from each other was OK, too, well, that was romantic. Our love for each
other was more important than any traditional custom we might have had in mind.

He

bought me a puppy for Christmas. You can’t hurry love. There is some trial and error involved. As
you learn what your beloved is like, you’ll know how to romance him. Ken knew I loved dogs, and
that I really missed our dog whom we had put to sleep a couple of years before. But he also had
learned through the years that I don’t like surprises…especially about something big – I like to think it
through, anticipate it, plan for it. So before he got me that puppy we talked about it, he knew what
kind of dog I might want if I ever got another one, and he knew I was ready to get another one
sometime – then he went to all kinds of pains to find the puppy, keep it somewhere else until
Christmas morning, and have it in my stocking when I came downstairs Christmas morning.

After I compiled this list, and read through it a couple of times, I realized something. Have you seen it,
too? All these illustrations are about how great Ken is at romancing me.  I was shocked to realize
that I wasn’t sure what I ever did to romance him. So…I asked him. Ken – what do I do that is romantic?
Do you know what he said? “You support me”.
I was asked by God to be the dance partner who follows. A really beautiful waltz or fox trot, or
rhumba…someone is leading, someone is following. After awhile it becomes imperceptible – the two
flow together…but it started with stumbling & learning to recognize the touch that said “now”.
When we were young together, we moved a lot. We were starting churches, and I loved it….but part of
me wanted to stay put, too…to have that 3-bedroom house with a fenced in yard instead of the
apartment – with 5 children. But I followed. I believed in his dreams – sometimes with tears,
sometimes with joy – I learned to follow his lead. It turned out that where we lived wasn’t the
important thing. Learning to dance was. Our kids saw both of us doing the best we could to reach for
God’s best. Our boys and girls saw a wife who said no to her own dreams in order to support her
husband’s, and then they saw a husband who loved and cherished his wife and worked very hard to
make her dreams come true – they saw us make mistakes, learn from them, and stay in love.

I was on a roll with this list, so then I asked several other people what they thought romance was:

My goal for this Bible Study of Song of Solomon, is that we will be shocked.
(You’ll see what I mean.)

www.kathleendalton.com
I got some pretty typical answers, and some ones I wouldn’t have expected ( I’ll tell you some of them
as you keep reading), but mostly I came away knowing that there are no “men” things and “women”
things which are defined as “romantic”. There is no list of “do this and you can’t fail” things for
romancing your Beloved. What is romantic to him is peculiar to him…you have to know him well in
order to know what will be romantic to him. One of the people I talked to said they thought anything
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was romantic if it showed the person had really thought about what he/she would want, because they
had taken the time to get to know them first. Probably the most important thing you can do to romance
your Beloved is to get to know him. Romance is making someone feel known and loved.
And then the final thing I did for research on this topic was see what God had to say about it.

What book of the Bible do you think I turned to? Yep. Song of Solomon. Never a more romantic book
has ever been written. What are some of the things we have already seen about romance? What does
she do to make him feel loved? What does he do to make her feel loved?
1. She’s a retreat for him. 2:1 “I am a Rose of Sharon, a lily of the valleys.” So she’s describing
herself as a flower …Sharon was the name of a place in Israel – a place known for it’s lush
vegetation, cool and well-watered – a refreshing place to retreat and pull yourself back together
when the weather was too hot. He has created you with a purpose. Probably several
purposes…but one of them is to be a Rose of Sharon, a lily of the valley. A cool, refreshing
retreat for your Beloved. A place to rest & recharge his batteries – and enjoy a fresh start. Now,
don’t run home and fill the house with hanging ferns to be that lush valley for him to come
home to – find out what is refreshing to him. One of the men I asked about romance told me
that it would be romantic for him if he came home from work and his wife told him the kids
were gone for the evening, and she had made dinner reservations for the two of them. He liked
the fact that once in a while she would take the initiative to work out every detail – a refreshing,
cool retreat.
2. He’s fully committed to her. We’re going to see this in today’s lesson. Remember in Chapter 2
when she says “His banner over me is love”? I’ve thought about that phrase since we first
studied it, and realized that In the Old Testament there was Abraham, then Isaac, then Joseph,
and Joseph had 12 sons, and his 12 sons were actually the beginning of the 12 tribes of Israel.
Each “son” had children, and his children had children, and all those who came from that “son’s”
family would live together and travel together, wherever the nation of Israel went. In order to
maintain some kind of order, they all traveled near each other, and then when they camped for
the night, each tribe would put up a “banner” – a huge flag with their symbol on it. And
everyone could make their way to the family camping place by finding their banner and moving
toward it. They succeeded or failed together, as a group…an individual couldn’t make it on their
own. They identified with each other, were loyal to each other, supported each other.
Another one of the men I asked about romance told me it would be romantic if his wife helped
him with the car. I asked what in the world he meant. He said well, than when he worked
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under the car, sometimes he needed someone to be in the car, maybe pump the brakes, or
something like that. I asked him if that would really be romantic and he said, “Well, it would be
helpful”.  We are together for life, no matter what – we succeed or fail together, because we
can’t make it on our own. Look what is waiting for us when we are firmly under the same
“banner” with our Beloved - It is intimate, safe, the world disappears.

3. He can’t stop talking about how beautiful and strong she is. She can’t stop thinking about
how attractive and powerful he is. Who is the person you most want to be with in the whole
world? The one who thinks you are the best thing around. We all slide closer to the one who
likes us. It’s just simply romantic to be appreciated…even adored. When he thinks I’m
beautiful, I can go through about anything. When I trust and admire him, he can share his fears
and his heart.
4. She’s not trying to hurry him. He’s leading by waiting for God’s timing. 2:7 “ Do not arouse or
awaken love until it so desires”. I recall a dear friend, whose husband had died, telling me one
of her favorite memories of romance for them. One year he gave her a really funny birthday
card. She loved it, but he didn’t sign it. So she kept it, and the next year gave it back to him for
his birthday. He recognized it, and the following year, gave it back to her for her birthday.
Slowly, over the years, it became a tradition for them to exchange the very same birthday card.
Nothing but slow, sweet time can give that kind of romance.
5. They are both keeping it private. 6:3 “I am my beloved’s, and my beloved is mine.” When I
was a kid growing up in a 4-child household, one thing I never got was a room of my own. Or
anything of my own…I was always sharing something with someone. But in a romantic, loving,
marriage relationship I found something which no one else has the right to share. A
husband/wife relationship is so private that no one else gets to be a part of it. It is exclusive.
Not your mother, not your children, not a friend. You tell each other everything. You repeat
nothing. Proverbs 31:11 She knows all about him, and she protects that information. He trusts
her.
6. Their attitude is that they will face the future together…as one. 7:11 “Come, my beloved, Let
us go forth to the field; Let us lodge in the villages. Let us get up early to the vineyards. Let us
see if the vine has budded, Whether the grape blossoms are open…” We started a church in
Fort Morgan, Colorado. It was the hardest start we had ever experienced. Ken usually got a job
in the community in order to support us while we started the church. But in Fort Morgan he
couldn’t find a job anywhere. He couldn’t even get a job bagging groceries. We had a trickle of
outside support, but that didn’t last long – and soon we were out of food, and one night we
were out of propane in the tank in the backyard of our little rented farmhouse. I remember the
night very well. Our 5 children were asleep upstairs. Ken and I were sitting downstairs on our
couch – one of the few pieces of furniture we hadn’t sold to buy food. We knew the propane
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would probably run out that night…and it did. It made an odd popping sound, and then…no
more heat. We were really scared. It was below zero outside, and the wind was howling
through that little farmhouse. There was nothing we could do but wait for morning. Ken put his
arms around me and told me everything would be OK. He told me to lay my head in his lap…and
he would stay awake to see how cold the house got, and wake me up if we needed to do
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something for the kids.
He didn’t know everything was going to be OK any more than I did…but we had some measure
of peace knowing we were doing this together. God was with us – and we were together. It is,
honestly, a very romantic memory.
Now…to today’s passage – we’re going to look at Chapter 6 – and see again how our two lovers’
relationship is growing – how they are making each other feel loved, and beginning to know each other
better than they will ever know anyone else in life.
Chapter 6 has the whole cast of characters in it – The Shulamite and her friends, King Solomon and his
friends. The setting seems to be a huge garden – and, if I’m not mistaken, they are all playing Hide and
Seek!

Song of Solomon Chapter 6
The Shulamite’s Girlfriends:
1

Where has your beloved gone,
O fairest among women?
Where has your beloved turned aside,
That we may seek him with you?

THE Shulamite
2

My beloved has gone to his garden,
To the beds of spices,
To feed his flock in the gardens,
And to gather lilies.
3
I am my beloved’s,
And my beloved is mine.
He feeds his flock among the lilies. (We know each other so well, I know where he is)

THE Beloved
4
O my love, you are as beautiful as Tirzah,
Lovely as Jerusalem,
Awesome as an army with banners! (This is the first time he has compared her with an army )
5
Turn your eyes away from me,
For they have overcome me.
Your hair is like a flock of goats (We’ve heard this part before, right?)
Going down from Gilead.
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6

Your teeth are like a flock of sheep
Which have come up from the washing;
Every one bears twins,
And none is barren among them.
7
Like a piece of pomegranate
Are your temples behind your veil.
8
There are sixty queens
(This is new….She is a favorite even with other women)
And eighty concubines,
And virgins without number.
9
My dove, my perfect one,
Is the only one,
The only one of her mother,
The favorite of the one who bore her.
The daughters saw her
And called her blessed,
The queens and the concubines,
And they praised her.
10
Who is she who looks forth as the morning, (She is spotted! )
Fair as the moon,
Clear as the sun,
Awesome as an army with banners?
THE Shulamite
11

I went down to the garden of nuts
To see the verdure of the valley,
To see whether the vine had budded
And the pomegranates had bloomed.
12
Before I was even aware,
My soul had made me
As the chariots of my noble people.[a]

(She dashes off – like a chariot )

THE Beloved and His Friends
13

Return, return, O Shulamite;
(The Beloved and his friends are looking for her)
Return, return, that we may look upon you!

THE Shulamite
What would you see in the Shulamite? (She is teasing – “Why is it so hard to find me? I’m an army!)
As it were, the dance of the two camps (armies)?

I’ll be honest – the best I can do with this chapter is that it seems to be lighthearted and fun. They, with
their friends, are playing games, teasing, laughing. And as they do so, the Shulamite and her Beloved
are knowing each other better and better. He says she is an army. She runs away. They are searching
and looking for each other. She calls from her place of hiding: “Why can’t you find me if I’m such an
army? “

My goal for this Bible Study of Song of Solomon, is that we will be shocked.
(You’ll see what I mean.)

Page | 52

www.kathleendalton.com
The word “dance” in the last verse brings to my mind the whole theme of this week’s lesson. As they
are playing games and communicating, with friends around them, they are beginning to learn to dance
with one another. To know each other well. To lead. To follow. To be graceful together. To make
each other feel loved.
Page | 53

APPLICATION:
1. Is your relationship growing with Jesus, your Beloved?
2. If you compare your relationship with Jesus now to your relationship 5 years ago, what do you
see that has grown, changed?
3. What is He doing to make you feel loved?
4. What kinds of things are you doing to make Him feel loved?
I’d like to park on this last question as we finish up this chapter. What could you or I do to put some
romance back into our relationship with Jesus?
1. Meet every day.. This goes without saying, but just in case there are any of you who still haven’t
established the habit of reading your Bible and praying every day, I’ll be redundant and mention
it again. No neglected relationship grows. We all know that. It’s not just that you need it – be a
retreat for Him. Choose the best time of day so that you will not be interrupted …and won’t fall
asleep. 
2. Make your every-day Meeting more special. The way you do this is going to be different from
one person to another. But…could you change a few things for your Quiet Time? No, I don’t
think Jesus cares what clothes you are wearing when you meet with Him…He’s looking at your
heart….but the way we look does affect the way we feel about what we are doing. So…fix your
hair? Put on some makeup? Carve out a meeting place which looks and feels special? Would
any of those things turn your attention more on wanting to communicate your love to
Him…instead of just wanting Him to communicate His love to you?
My time with Jesus is usually first thing every morning. I swing my feet to the floor, put on my
walking clothes, slap a hat on my head, and shoot out the door for an hour’s walk. I take my
little Bible with me, and walk through our neighborhood, Bible in hand, looking at it every once
in awhile, memorizing, praying, thinking, talking to Jesus. I absolutely love this time with Him.
As I walked this week, and as I was thinking about this week’s lesson on romance, I wondered,
“Should I put on not-so-sloppy clothes to walk in?” I know He probably thinks nothing of the
old t-shirt I always wear, but still….
3. Make Sunday church the most important event of the week. Plan for it all week. Use all day
Saturday and Saturday night, too, to be sure everything is ready. I remember a story I heard of
Susannah Wesley, John and Charles Wesley’s mother, who made sure everyone was bathed and
in bed on time Saturday night, then laid out everyone’s clothes and lined up their shoes so that
Sunday morning the path to church was simple and uncluttered – and everyone had their focus
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on Jesus, not on the task of getting ready. If our Beloved is showing up for this time, then our
hearts should be fluttering a little at the fun of getting ready for it.
I like to spend Saturday with a Church Directory in my hand – praying through the Directory as I
go through my day. Praying for each person who is part of my church - that their way will be
clear to make it to church the following day – or that they will serve Him and worship Him
wherever they may be if they can’t make it to church. – or that they will spend time with Him
every day the following week, and will have many moments of faith.
4. Talk about Him a lot. Somewhere, somehow, we’ve been taught that it is impolite to talk about
Jesus in normal conversation. Why would it be? We’re in love with Him, right? He’s powerful
and kind and gentle and all-knowing and has a sense of humor, right? We trust Him and admire
him, right? Just talk about Him. It’s OK.
5. Lay your head in His lap when it looks scary outside. Know that whatever comes, you will go
through it together.
6. Pray all day. Ask Him, in your time together each day, to be whispering in your ear all through
the day. And then when you hear his whisper, talk to Him, ask Him what to do, ask for help
when you must wait. Learn His ways. Feel His nudges.

Learn to Dance.
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Song of Solomon
Chapters 7&8 – Questions and Answers

Forsaking All Others…Priceless
In Chapter 7, the day of the wedding is very close. Both Solomon and the Shulamite look forward, in this
chapter, to the day when they will be one….Solomon is looking forward to the intimacy they will
share….she is looking forward to their future – the things they will do together, never apart.
Song of Solomon 7
THE Beloved
1

How beautiful are your feet in sandals,
O prince’s daughter!
1. This is the first time we have heard her referred to as royalty. Can you name all the things we
have learned about her so far? I found 13.
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.
l.
m.

Answer: Here are all the references we have had so far about her:
a. She has self-confidence 1:5
b. She is tanned by the sun
1:5&6
c. She’s a keeper of a vineyard 1:6
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d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.
l.
m.

She had brothers
1:6
She’s beautiful
1:6 and many other verses
She was a shepherdess of goats 1:8
She loves the out-of-doors (the whole book is proof of that)
She lives in a house with a wall and windows 2:9
She’s a virgin 4:12
She’s in love with Solomon 5:16
She has no sisters 6:9
She is a Shulamite 6:13
She has friends (throughout the book)

And then in chapters 7&8 we learn:
n. She is royalty 7:1
o. She has red hair 7:5
p. She has learned patience 8:4
q. She grew up in the country 8:5
The curves of your thighs are like jewels,
The work of the hands of a skillful workman.
2. He again is going to describe the perfection of her body. And in this verse he describes part of
her body as a jewel – one which would have been crafted by a “skillful workman”. Do you think
this is his quiet way of introducing the Lord into this poem?
I do. I think he is staying in the genre of the poem, but also introducing his own testimony of bowing
before the Lord of the Universe with thankfulness for what He crafted and gave to Solomon….this
woman of incredible beauty.
In the same way, each of us should pause a minute and thank the Lord of the Universe for what He has
crafted for us – and where he has placed us – right in the middle of a body of believers in Jesus Christ – a
church. Not an accidental gathering of people who happen to live in the same area of the world, but a
purposeful bringing together of people who have been designed to live and work together in the work
He has chosen for us to do. (Ephesians 2:10 “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for
good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them”)
We are the bride of Christ. And we are the work of the hands of a skillful workman.
We’ve talked about how we are beautiful in His sight – as we each individually walk by faith.
Now let’s talk about how we are beautiful collectively as all our parts work together as a part of a whole
body.
When I believed in Jesus Christ at the age of 17, I found what I had been searching for, and I understood
that I had a special purpose in life. I fell in love with Jesus. I began to walk with Him daily. I changed
some of my friendships. I began to hate the old things I used to do, and I began to gain new, pure
habits. I began to love the Bible. I learned to read it every day. I began to love other Christians. I felt
peace inside I grew. I met and married a man who also loved Jesus. Those are the things I could see
were happening to me and in me because I had believed in Jesus.

My goal for this Bible Study of Song of Solomon, is that we will be shocked.
(You’ll see what I mean.)

Page | 56

www.kathleendalton.com
But there were some things that happened inside me on that day which I wasn’t even aware of. As I’ve
grown in my knowledge of scripture, I’ve learned that these other things happened, but at the time they
were done silently by God. What were they? Here’s just a few…and we’re going to park on the last one
in my list for awhile…
 I became an exhibit to all the powers of the heavens – they have watched me through the years
and have had to admit that God is powerful and glorious as they have seen the changes in me.
Ephesians 3:10 “…to the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be made known by
the church to the principalities and powers in heavenly places…”
 I was made a blood-brother of all believers – both Jew and Gentile. The Jews began the story, I
am folded into the middle of the story, and the Jews and I are going to finish the story together.
Ephesians 2:13&14 “But now in Christ Jesus you who were once afar off have been brought near
by the blood of Christ. For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one…”
 My DNA was changed. Before I believed in Christ I was destined for Hell. I was dead. After I
believed in Christ I was made alive – forever. I was actually fundamentally changed so that I
became a part of a whole different family. My DNA was changed. Ephesians 2:1 “And you He
made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins.”
 I was given gifts. God gave me a “bundle” of spiritual gifts – abilities and interests – which I
have used to bless the lives of other believers. God’s intention is that I will use those gifts within
my local church and will thus add my little bit of “beauty” to the whole body, and collectively we
shine like the sun to the dark world around us. Ephesians 4:7-16 “But to each of us grace was
given according to the measure of the gift of Christ.”

So what are your gifts? Do you know yet? I like to think of my gifts as a “bundle” because I have found
through the years that I have some gifts I didn’t know about. When I first got saved I knew right away
that the Lord had gifted me a with huge love for understanding the Bible. I jumped into it with both feet
and loved every minute of studying & learning. Later, after a few years, I realized I also had a gift for
teaching the Bible, and I began to learn and practice and acquire a few tools for teaching. Again, I loved
it. Then, as I had children, I found that I had gifts for parenting, and as we started churches I gratefully
found that I had gifts for meeting people and getting to know them. Years after that I discovered that I
loved to visit people in the hospital. It felt natural and easy to me. I enjoyed spending a few minutes
with someone in the hospital and praying with them. And now, near the end of my service for God, I am
thoroughly enjoying the gifts He has given me to memorize scripture and I am learning more about
prayer all the time.
So what are your gifts? What have you discovered in your “bundle”? How can you tell what is a gift
given to you by God at the day of your salvation…and what is just a talent or ability you may have been
born with? I have a simple two-step way to find out:



Start doing stuff.
Figure out what you love to do, and want to learn to do better. That’s your gift.
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2

Your navel is a rounded goblet;
It lacks no blended beverage.
Your waist is a heap of wheat
Set about with lilies.
3
Your two breasts are like two fawns,
Twins of a gazelle.
4
Your neck is like an ivory tower,
Your eyes like the pools in Heshbon
By the gate of Bath Rabbim.
Your nose is like the tower of Lebanon
Which looks toward Damascus.
5
Your head crowns you like Mount Carmel,
And the hair of your head is like purple; (purple can also be translated: “crimson”..she had red
Hair!  )
A king is held captive by your tresses.
6
How fair and how pleasant you are,
O love, with your delights!
When Solomon describes the utterly amazing body of his beautiful bride, he barely gets close to helping
us understand our own beauty, as the body of Christ, as all of our gifts work together and we grow more
and more like Jesus. Ephesians 4: 15 &16 “…but speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things
into Him who is the head – Christ – from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every
join supplies, according the the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of
the body for the edifying of itself in love.”
7

This stature of yours is like a palm tree,
And your breasts like its clusters.
8
I said, “I will go up to the palm tree,
I will take hold of its branches.”
Let now your breasts be like clusters of the vine,
The fragrance of your breath like apples,
9
And the roof of your mouth like the best wine.
King Solomon is looking forward to his wedding day, and to the physical intimacies it will bring.
THE Shulamite
The wine goes down smoothly for my beloved,
Moving gently the lips of sleepers.
The Shulamite, too, looks forward to the physical intimacies of marriage – she realizes that their
lovemaking someday will be like wine – the kind of sweet, smooth wine that “loosens the tongue”, or, in
other words, gives them a life of talking, talking, talking. She is looking forward to talking as they wake,
and then talking into the night – getting to know each other better and better and better, until some day
they will not know where one begins and the other ends. They will be so much alike – as if they are just
two parts of the same person.
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That’s what a good marriage is like.

10

I am my beloved’s,
And his desire is toward me.

She’s confident that he is not looking to anyone else with his desires. Only to her.
Jesus is not looking to anyone else, either – only to us – all of us who have believed in Him and will
believe in Him throughout all time – we are the one He desires to spend eternity with. We are the
reason He died on the cross.

11

Come, my beloved,
Let us go forth to the field;
Let us lodge in the villages.
12
Let us get up early to the vineyards;
Let us see if the vine has budded,
Whether the grape blossoms are open,
And the pomegranates are in bloom.
There I will give you my love.
Now the Shulamite envisions the beginning of their marriage – their honeymoon. They will go out into
the fields of the land they both love. They will find a little Bed & Breakfast in a sweet little village. Early
in the morning they’ll get up and look over the vineyards – check out every little detail of what will be
their future home. And there they will make love for all their years.
13

The mandrakes give off a fragrance,
And at our gates are pleasant fruits,
All manner, new and old,
Which I have laid up for you, my beloved.
And she has stored up surprises for him…things he loves…which she has kept right outside their gates.
What kind of surprises have you stored up for the day Jesus appears? Or maybe a better question
would be: What kinds of things would He want?
Look at Revelation 21:23-27. This passage of scripture tells us what kinds of things Jesus would want us
to store up for Him. The passage is describing the New Heaven and the New Earth, and what they are
like:
“The city had no need of the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God illuminated it. The
Lamb is its light. And the nations of those who are saved shall walk in its light, and the kings of the earth
bring their glory and honor into it. Its gates shall not be shut at all by day (there shall be no night there).
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And they shall bring the glory and the honor of the nations into it. But there shall by no means enter it
anything that defiles, or causes an abomination or a lie, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s
Book of Life.”

Heaven.
 No sun or moon because Jesus is its light.
 No gates to close at night because it’s never night-time
 The glory and honor of all the nations through all time are brought into it.
So what might that be? What would the glory and honor of all the nations be? Would it be
buildings? Ships? Expensive cars? Stock exchanges? …
Look at verse 27 – what’s entering this city? People. People who have believed in Jesus.
People is what Jesus would want to see laid up for Him when He returns.
The Shulamite maiden had surprises set aside for her lover to give to him when he returned to get her.
I know we can’t exactly “surprise” our bridegroom – He knows it all. But we can know what’s valuable
to Him, and work to “lay up” the things He loves – to show Him when He returns for us.
Wouldn’t you just love to meet your Bridegroom face to face someday and then say, “And look what I’ve
brought for you!” And then introduce Him to the people you have had a part in leading to salvation! I
can just see them, lined up, big smiles on their faces, looking forward to telling Him all about the time
you sat down at Starbuck’s and told them about your bridegroom – and theirs.
Song of Solomon 8

Chapter 8 begins with a little reminiscing, and ends with a soft plea for him to hurry.
1

Oh, that you were like my brother,
Who nursed at my mother’s breasts!
If I should find you outside,
I would kiss you;
I would not be despised.
2
I would lead you and bring you
Into the house of my mother,
She who used to instruct me.
I would cause you to drink of spiced wine,
Of the juice of my pomegranate.

What is she saying? “If only you were my brother, and not my fiancé! Then I could just kiss you any
time I wanted to. 
(To the Daughters of Jerusalem)
3
His left hand is under my head,
And his right hand embraces me.
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4

I charge you, O daughters of Jerusalem,
Do not stir up nor awaken love
Until it pleases.
But still, that waiting she has learned throughout this book is shining through again.
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A Friend:
5
Who is this coming up from the wilderness,
Leaning upon her beloved?
Rhetorical question. Who is this beautiful creature who is wandering around Israel with King Solomon?
We listen in on a bit of their conversation:

King Solomon to the Shulamite
I awakened you under the apple tree.
There your mother brought you forth;
There she who bore you brought you forth.
He’s saying to her: Remember the apple tree? “Like an apple tree among the trees of the woods, so is
my beloved among the sons. I sat down in his shade with great delight, and his fruit was sweet to my
taste.” 2:3 That’s where we first fell in love – right there outside your home – the place where you
were born.
6

Set me as a seal upon your heart,
As a seal upon your arm;
For love is as strong as death,
Jealousy as cruel as the grave;[a]
Its flames are flames of fire,
A most vehement flame.[b]
7
Many waters cannot quench love,
Nor can the floods drown it.
If a man would give for love
All the wealth of his house,
It would be utterly despised.

Well, dear Shulamite, we’ve been in love ever since the apple tree, and our love has grown and grown
even as we have been waiting until the day we can marry. Now, until that day, keep yourself only for
me. I could not live if I thought there was anyone else you would ever even look at. It has to be only me
for you, and only you for me. There is no other way.
I know I can’t buy your love…if I could, I probably would try. But even if I would gather all the wealth of
my father, and all my own wealth, I could never make you love me – I would be laughed out of town if I
even tried! A price could never be put on your love. It is so valuable it is priceless. But if you will, you
can give it to me freely.

My goal for this Bible Study of Song of Solomon, is that we will be shocked.
(You’ll see what I mean.)

www.kathleendalton.com
Marriage is all about putting aside every other relationship in the world – every one that ever has been,
and every one that ever will be – and pledging that they will always be second-best to you. Your partner
in life will always be the first. Always.
And our marriage to Jesus is all about putting aside every other god in the world. The Lord says “I, the
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Lord your God, am a jealous God.” (Exodus 20:5). There is no commitment to Jesus without putting
away every idol, demon, bank account, insurance policy, material thing, drugs, alcohol, sex, or any other
substitute God. Jesus must always be the only One we trust for the future. He must always be the only
one we turn to in trouble. He must always be the only one we lean on as we walk through today.
Always.

Will you have this man to be your husband;
to live together in the covenant of marriage?
Will you love him, comfort him, honor and keep him,
in sickness and in health; and,
forsaking all others,
be faithful to him as long as you both shall live?

THE Shulamite’s Brothers
8
We have a little sister,
And she has no breasts.
What shall we do for our sister
In the day when she is spoken for?
9
If she is a wall,
We will build upon her
A battlement of silver;
And if she is a door,
We will enclose her
With boards of cedar.
A little more reminiscing now – the Shulamite’s brothers are remembering her when she was little –
before she had become a woman. In those younger days they had seen her as a skinny little girl –
nothing which, it seemed, would ever attract a man – and they wondered….what will we ever do to
make her desirable to a suitor some day?
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If she is a wall (a strong faithful woman some day), we’ll make her even more attractive.
If she is a door (an unfaithful type who is attracted to more than one man), we’ll do everything we can
to board her up – keep her pure.
Why would we do those things? Because she has no future unless she finds a man who will want to
marry her. Love? Not necessary. But a man who will take care of her? We must find a way to make it
happen.
THE Shulamite
10
I am a wall,
And my breasts like towers;
Turns out I am, indeed, a wall. Strong, powerful, beautiful.

Then I became in his eyes
As one who found peace.
And I have met a man who does want to marry me. I am desired. But not only that…I am loved, too.
11

Solomon had a vineyard at Baal Hamon;
He leased the vineyard to keepers;
Everyone was to bring for its fruit
A thousand silver coins.
Solomon is the man who loves me - a man who knows how to make good business decisions. I know of
a vineyard he owns at Baal Hamon. He would lease it out to vineyard keepers for a thousand silver
coins. A huge amount. So huge you might even say the vineyard was priceless.
(To Solomon)
12
My own vineyard is before me.
You, O Solomon, may have a thousand,
And those who tend its fruit two hundred.
So now I have a priceless vineyard, too. It’s me. For you, Solomon, I am a priceless vineyard. Maybe
some might try to purchase this vineyard – maybe they would even pay two hundred pieces of silver.
But no one would pay one thousand, except you, Solomon, for you are not just making a good business
decision here – you are looking at a priceless possession – me – and you know you could never just
purchase me. You know I have to give myself to you, in love. That’s the only way anything priceless can
ever be conveyed to another. I must love you and give myself to you.
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She says:
13
You who dwell in the gardens,
The companions listen for your voice—
Let me hear it!
So I’m ready. Ready to give myself to you. You have declared your love for me. You have given me
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everything I need to let me know you want me and love me. And now, just let me hear your voice, and I
will give myself to you..
THE Shulamite
14
Make haste, my beloved,
And be like a gazelle
Or a young stag
On the mountains of spices.
“Even so, come, Lord Jesus” Can’t you just hear these words, spoken by the aging Apostle John on a
prisoner island in the year 90ad? We’re ready for your return. You’ve paid the price to set us free from
our slavery to sin. You’ve given us everything. And we long to hear your voice – please hurry! - we
want nothing more than to be with You for eternity. We have chosen to love you. No one made us feel
this way. This is our choice – to wait for You – to be Yours forever.

We have forsaken all others…You are
priceless to us…We are priceless to You.

Epilogue:
I told you when we started this study that my goal was for us to be shocked. Have you been shocked at
how much your Savior loves you? I have.
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