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1
st
 Timothy 

Chapter 2 
 “Warfare”  

 
 

1“Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers,  
intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men.” 

The things which were just said, at the end of Chapter 1, are what prompt 

Paul to say “therefore”.  We could say it like this:  “Because of the fact that 
you are actually in a battle, Timothy, here’s what you should do…and 

remember… 

 It’s not a battle in the ordinary sense of the word.   
 It is not fought with ordinary weapons.    

 The enemy does not fight fair.  He quite often will masquerade as your 
closest friend. 

 It may seem over sometimes, but it’s not.  It will only be over when 
Jesus returns and gives us a new heaven and a new earth.  Don’t let 

down your guard.” 
 

Therefore, Timothy, pray. 

What kinds of prayer does Timothy need to engage in?   How are these 

types of prayer different from one another? 

a. __supplications_____ 

b. __prayers_______ 

c. __intercessions___ 

d. _ giving of thanks_____ 

I’m not entirely sure I know every nuance of difference here…but I think:  

 Supplications are simply requests…things we need – personal needs, I 

think. 
 Prayers are generally any communication with God.  Just every day 

talking. 
 Intercessions are specific prayers for other people.   
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 Giving of thanks is just that – giving of thanks to God.  

And note that these different kinds of prayer are to be made for all men, and 

for Kings, and for people in authority.  In other words, pray for everyone. 

 
“2 for kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and 
peaceable life in all godliness and reverence. 3 For this is good and 

acceptable in the sight of God our Savior,4 who desires all men to be saved 

and to come to the knowledge of the truth.” 

 “Kings and people in authority”…means just what it says.  These may not 
necessarily be the people we want to pray for.  These may even be family 

members.  We may even be mistreated or persecuted by some of these 
“kings and people in authority”, but our directive is still to pray for them.   

For instance:  This comes from Voice of the Martyrs’ website for kids:  
www.kidsofcourage.com  

“I Don’t Hate Those Who Harm Me” 

 
Delviana in the hospital 

Delviana is a Christian teenager in Indonesia. One day last year, she was leaving church with her 

parents and sister when she stopped to check her cell phone. “Suddenly I heard an explosion,” 

said Delviana. 

The explosion was a bomb. Delviana’s church was one of about 60 churches attacked, burned, or 

vandalized in the past two years by radical Muslims. 

Shrapnel (pieces of the bomb) hit Delviana in the forehead. As her father wiped her face with his 

shirt, Delviana called out to Jesus to help her. “I felt the Lord Jesus was beside me,” said 

Delviana. “I didn’t feel any pain. I didn’t even cry.” 

Delviana’s father took her to the hospital where she had surgery to remove the shrapnel. “I knew 

the Lord would never leave me alone,” said Delviana. As she was wheeled into surgery, she sang, 

“In the name of Jesus there is victory.” 

Delviana often had headaches after the surgery, but she returned to church less than two weeks 

after the bombing. “Whatever my condition, I don’t hate those who harm me,” she said. 
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None of the church members died in the bombing, but the bomber died. “[I felt] no hatred or 

revenge in my mind,” said the pastor of the church. “Only love for this bomber who had chosen 

the wrong path.” 

Ask God to protect Indonesian Christians and heal those who have been hurt. Pray that radical 

Muslims will open their hearts to Jesus, who never leads anyone down a wrong path. 

 

 

God wants all men to be saved.  He wants kings and family authorities to be 
saved, too – but also, He knows that kings and other authorities most of the 

time do keep the peace in the land.  So, as people pray for those in charge, 
one thing we are praying for is that they will keep the peace in our 

countries, in our cities, in our neighborhoods.  And when they do, Christians 
have greater freedom to live the kinds of lives God wants them to live.  

Quiet lives.  Peaceable lives.  Lives simply devoted to God.   

 
When life is in turmoil, sometimes it is impossible to get the Good News out 

to more than just a few people.  But when life is peaceful, the Good News 
can reach many. 

 
We all know that the tragedy of that fact above is that our peaceful, quiet 

lives in America are dragging us away from proclaiming the Gospel.  We are 
too busy thinking only of ourselves.  We should be ashamed of that.   

 
But I’m not sure the answer is to pray for persecution…it will come soon 

enough on its own.  I think these verses constrain us to pray for peace. 
 

We should pray for peaceful, quiet lives, so that we can live in true devotion 
to Jesus, so that the people around us can come to the knowledge of the 

truth.   
 

I can do that.   
  

“5 For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man 
Christ Jesus, 6 who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due 
time,” 

I think Paul says this at this point in the passage because he has just told us 

to pray for those in authority…so now he says – but remember, the One who 

is really in charge is God.  He is the One and only One who is in authority. 
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And Jesus Christ – also God – is not only in authority, not only totally in 

charge of the world, but also is the One who stands between us and God and 
pleads our defense.  When we sin, He looks at us and sees that His own 

blood has already paid for that sin, so He stands between us and the Father 
and says “that sin doesn’t have to be punished – I took the punishment 

already on the cross.”  

We need a mediator because we can’t stand up for ourselves in front of 
Holy, Perfect God.  We would be incinerated as we stood before His 

presence.  But Jesus shades us – protects us from the wrath of God – 
protects us from His own wrath – and pleads our case. 

Why is it necessary that our “mediator” be a man? 

Why not an “angel-mediator”?  Why not an “animal-mediator”?  Why a man?  
Because only a man can pay the price for the sin of a man.  The angels can’t 

pay the price for our sin.  No animal can pay the price for our sin.  Only a 
fellow-man could pay that price.  Only a fellow-human-being is qualified to 

take our punishment in our place. 

 

 “7 for which I was appointed a preacher and an apostle—I am speaking the 

truth in Christ[a] and not lying—a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.” 

Paul appointed by God to be a witness of the truth of the Gospel (apostle), 

and to preach the truth of the Gospel (preacher) – primarily to the Gentiles. 

Paul finishes this chapter by going back to prayer: 

“8 I desire therefore that the men pray everywhere, lifting up holy hands, 

without wrath and doubting;”  

Because of the context of this verse – because of the verses which follow, 
which specifically point out some things women need to do – I think verse 8 

is also being specific.  Verse 8 is saying that “men” (not just “mankind”, but 
specifically, the male persons in the church) should pray everywhere. 

God asks men to pray.  
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And here’s how:   “Lifting up holy hands” – which is , I think a reference to 

Moses when he protected the people of Israel as they battled – holding up 
his hands in prayer.  When his hands were up in the air, and he was 

pleading with God for victory, the people in the valley below were victorious.  
But when his hands fell to his sides in exhaustion, the people in the valley 

below were run over by their enemies.  Exodus 17:8-13 

God asks men, specifically, to pray.  Men are endued by God with an inborn 
desire to protect.  To fight for their loved ones.  In the church, men do that 

by praying.   

And this praying – this protecting – is different from what comes naturally to 

a man.  It is not in anger.  It is not in violence.  It is not in fighting, or 
yelling, or fear.  This prayer of protection is in simple faith – without wrath 

and doubting.  Just pray.  Just ask God to work.  Just keep asking. 

It would take faith for a man to act in this way – because his natural 
reaction is just the opposite.  It would be a miracle for this to be the habit of 

a man’s life. 

 

“9 in like manner also, that the women adorn themselves in modest apparel, 

with propriety and moderation, not with braided hair or gold or pearls or 
costly clothing, 10 but, which is proper for women professing godliness, with 

good works. 11 Let a woman learn in silence with all submission.12 And I do 

not permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a man, but to be in 
silence. “ 

So…if that’s what God specifically asks men to do…what specific jobs does 

God ask women to do?  

:9-10 Adorn themselves with good works, not the usual 

adornments of women. 
 

:11-12 Have an attitude of learning – of listening – rather than 
one of being listened to. 

It would take faith for a woman to act in this way – because her natural 

reaction is just the opposite.  It would be a miracle for these to be the habits 
of a woman’s life. 

“13 For Adam was formed first, then Eve. 14 And Adam was not deceived, but 
the woman being deceived, fell into transgression. “ 
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He asks this because it is totally the opposite of a woman’s natural reaction 

to life’s challenges.  Eve, so many years ago, passed on to all of us women 
the natural desire to rule our own lives, to tell everyone else what to do, and 

to be in charge.  But that natural desire earned Eve the award for the 
biggest mistake of womanhood.  God doesn’t want the same for us. 

“15 Nevertheless she will be saved in childbearing if they continue in faith, 

love, and holiness, with self-control.” 

So God asks of women the impossible.  Learn.  Listen.  Stay silent.  It can 

only be done by faith.  We, as women, will only be able to effectively bear 
children, raise them, and do whatever else God has planned for us, if we 

walk by faith.   

In order to understand verse 15 a little better, it may help to look at some 
other Bible verses which specifically address women: 

a. Titus 2:3-5 
b. I Peter 3:1-6 

c. Isaiah 3:16-26 
d. Ephesians 5:15-33 

As we conclude Chapter 2, think about this: as you read all of these verses 

for both Christian men and Christian women, and also the verses about 
prayer, you see over and over one major theme coming through:  Trust 

God, not yourself.   

 
These, then, are the weapons of our warfare: 

 
 Pray 

 Do the thing God has asked you to do 
 Trust God, not yourself. 

 

APPLICATION QUESTIONS: 

1.  Paul was appointed specifically to preach and teach the Gospel to the 

gentiles.  Have you been appointed to do anything specific? 
2. How is your prayer life?  Do you want to add any special kind of 

prayer to it? 
3. How are you doing on the jobs God has asked men or women to do? 
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