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Setting the Stage 
Esther Chapter 1  - Do this First:  An exercize to plug us in to the story 

 
Read Esther 1:  In each section below: 

 Name the characters involved, and 

 Summarize what happens 

 

 

:1-4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

:5-8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

:9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

:10-15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

:16-22 
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Setting the Stage 

Esther Chapter 1  - Discussion Notes 

 

The Jewish people were lovingly chosen by God for a purpose.  They were to show the 

rest of the world what God was like.   

 

But, fifteen hundred years after Abraham (the first Jew) began to follow the One, True 

God, the Jewish people had utterly failed in their job. 

 

They were worshipping idols.  They were sacrificing their children in fiery ovens.  They 

were sexually filthy.  They were cheating and stealing and lying.  It seemed there was no 

difference between the Jews and the rest of the world.  The ones who supposedly knew 

God lived in the depths of sin…just like everyone else.   

 

So God removed Himself from their temple.  He left their Holy city.  And He allowed a 

cruel gentile nation, the Babylonians, to conquer and nearly annihilate them.  Most of the 

surviving Jews were taken as slaves to Babylon.  Somehow, they lived through it.   

 

 

 
 

 

After 70 years the Lord God miraculously allowed them to return to Israel.  But not all of 

them went.  Some of them stayed in Babylon.  They had children in Babylon and lived 

fairly comfortable lives…but, unbeknownst to them, a very evil man had a consuming 

desire to finish the job started by the Babylonian armies…he set things in motion to 

totally wipe them out. 

 

And then…enter Esther…a reluctant heroine. 

 

 

Now…before we look at chapter 1 together, let’s back up a little and ask ourselves a 

couple of questions: 

Abraham 

2,000 B.C. 

 

   Jesus 

B.C. – A.D. 

      Now 

 2,000 A.D. 

Moses 

1,500 BC 

David 

1,000 BC 

Babylon 

500 BC 
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1. First – after all the sin and failure of the Jewish people, how did God feel about the 

Jews…especially those who did not have the courage to return to Jerusalem after 70 

years in Babylon?  Why didn’t God just forget about them? 

 

o Deuteronomy 7:7-9 

God didn’t choose the Jews in the first place because they were great and 

successful and numerous.  He chose them because He loved them.  He simply 

loved them.  He made promises to them because He loved them…and God is 

faithful…He doesn’t break His promises.  His promises to Abraham, made 1,500 

years before the Babylonian captivity, would be kept because God is God.   He 

loves the people He has chosen and He is faithful.   

 

You might say, “Well, yes, OK, God is faithful.  But even verse 9 here says He 

might some day run out of patience, doesn’t it?  It says He keeps His covenant of 

love to a thousand generations.  So doesn’t that say that after a thousand 

generations He might give up on the Jews?” 

 

Keep reading. 

 

o Deuteronomy 32:8-10 

When God created the earth, He planned that there would be many nations to live 

in it.  He planned ahead of time how many nations there would be, and where they 

would live.  He made boundaries and dividing lines between those 

nations…rivers, mountains, hills & oceans.   He made those choices based on the 

number of the future children of Israel.  However many future Jews there would 

be…that determined the numbers and the boundaries of the rest of the world. 

 

Why?  Because the Jews were God’s portion.  They were going to be the light to 

the rest of the nations so that all people everywhere would be able to see and 

know the One, True God.   

 

Even though the Jews would not even exist until thousands of years after the 

creation of the earth, the entire future population of the earth was determined by 

the number of the future children of Israel. 

 

The world was created so that its people would know God.  The Jews were God’s 

chosen people to spread that message. 

 

The Jewish nation was begun with one man – Abraham.  God found him, chose 

him, spoke to him, shielded him, cared for him…guarding him, and his 
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descendants as closely as we humans guard “the apple of our eyes”.  Why?  

Because God loved every human being who would ever live…and His chosen 

people were His way to reach them with the truth of Who He is…how much He 

loves us….and what price He would pay to rescue us from our sin. 

 

By the time the Jewish people of Babylon were at this point in history, they had 

disappointed and even angered God many, many times.  But they still had a job to 

do….failures or not. 

 

o Psalms 78:5-7 

The laws and the traditions the LORD gave to the Jews on Mt. Sinai were not just 

for them.  Those laws and traditions would introduce future generations to Him.  

The story of God would be passed down from grandparents to grandchildren over 

and over again…giving each generation the truth it would need to put their trust in 

God anew. 

There were still future generations of Jewish children who must hear the news 

about the One, True God.   We know there were still future Jews yet to come, 

because the Messiah was still not come…and He was going to be a Jew.  (Genesis 

49:10) The seed of that Messiah was buried deeply in a Jewish man of the tribe of 

Judah somewhere…maybe he was in Jerusalem…maybe he was still in Babylon.   

 

o Jeremiah 31:35-37 

Only when and if the sun, moon & stars would disappear would the nation of 

Israel cease to exist.  Only when and if the galaxies and the depths of the earth 

could be measured would the nation of Israel be rejected by God as His chosen 

people. 

 

In other words, God will never give up on Israel.  Not after countless failures.  

Not after exile to Babylon.  Not after rejection of God’s protection to return to 

Jerusalem.  Not after rejecting His son when He finally did come.  Not ever.  The 

Lord God loved and chose the Jews, and will not give up on them as a nation 

because one day, finally, as a nation, they will come to Him – to Jesus their 

Messiah -  in faith. 

 

Have there been individual Jews who did not put their trust in the One, True God 

during their lifetime…and who have been condemned to Hell because of that?  

Yes.  But the Lord God will keep His promises to the nation – that every Jewish 

man and woman will get their chance to believe in Him and then, as a group, they 

will have the privilege of showing the world what God is all about.   The final day 

of belief for the Jews will be at the 2
nd

 coming of Jesus Christ – and that moment 

of faith will impact the world as never before (Romans 11:12). 

 

o Jeremiah 29: 10-14 

God had a specific promise to keep to His people.  Not only to bring them back to 

the land, but also to bring them back to faith in Him.  The prophet Isaiah had seen 

this promise, too. (Isaiah 44:21-23) 
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He still had plans for them. 

 

o Isaiah 48:4-5 

Why did God give Israel all those prophets…for all those years before and after 

they were slaves in Babylon?  Why did He, through those prophets, give them so 

many promises of things yet to happen?  So that someday the Jews, and all the 

world, would know that it was God who accomplished the salvation of the 

Jews….and the salvation of the world. 

 

o Isaiah 60:21&22 

The Jews…their failures, their tragedies, and their future time of faith…all were 

so that the glory of God would be revealed.  

 

2. And Second - How did the displaced Jews feel about God?  And how did they feel 

about the land God had given them…the land of Israel…the home they had been 

forced to leave? 

o Psalms 137:1-4 

Even though the Jews had strayed so far from God, they still grieved unbearably 

when they were separated from the land and the city He had given them.  Their 

very removal from the place they were taking for granted was what it took to 

bring them back to their senses. In their 70 years of captivity they had time to 

think about their God….and to pass on their sorrow for their sin to the children 

and grandchildren who would someday go back home.   Perhaps one of those 

children or grandchildren couldn’t go back to Jerusalem…but they still had 

learned faith in God.  They still grieved that they weren’t able to live in the land 

God had given them.  I think we’ll see one or two of those “unable to return” Jews 

in this book. 

 

 

Now…Read Esther 1:  In each section below: 

 Name the characters involved, and 

 Summarize what happens 

 

:1-4   Xerxes (also called Ahasuerus) is giving a huge, 6-month celebration to show off 

all of his glory. 

 Xerxes is the King of Babylon 

 Nobles, officials, and military leaders of Babylon are present 

 

:5-8  At culmination of the 6 months, Xerxes gives a huge banquet which lasts a week, 

for all the people who live in or are visiting in, Susa – the capital.  It was unbelievably 

lavish 

 Xerxes is there 

 Nobles, officials, and military leaders are present 

 Plus all the inhabitants of Susa 

 



The Thirteenth of Never 

A Chapter-by-Chapter Bible Study of the Book of Esther 
 

8 

 

 

 

 

 

:9  At the same time, Queen Vashti gave a banquet for the women 

 Queen Vashti is present 

 All the women of Susa are present 

 

:10-15  King Xerxes decides to call the Queen to his banquet, to show off her glory.  The 

King’s eunuchs deliver the request.  The Queen refuses.  The King consults his advisors 

about what to do. 

 King Xerxes is present 

 7 of the Kings’ closest servants, all eunuchs, were present 

 Queen Vashti 

 The highest men in the kingdom – 7 of them – were present 

 

:16-22 Memucan, one of the 7 advisors, tells the King he should banish Vashti from his 

presence forever and choose another Queen.  There is fear that the women of all the 

kingdom will begin to show disrespect to their husbands.  The King takes his advice. 

 King Xerxes is present 

 The 7 advisors are present, specifically Memucan 

 Dispatchers to all the kingdom are sent out 

 

 

The stage is set.  We meet Esther in chapter 2. 
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The Small Things Count 

Esther Chapter 2  - Questions 

 

1. Review Chapter 1 and ask yourself:  What did King Xerxes think was the most 

important thing happening in his kingdom at this time? 

 

 

2. (:1,2) What is King Xerxes’ problem?  Is King Xerxes sorry for what he has 

done?   

 

 

3. (:3-4) What did the King’s advisors suggest the King do in order to solve his 

problem?  

 

 

4. (:5-7) Why were Mordecai and Esther in Persia?  

 

 

 

5. (:8-9) What kind of care did Esther get when she was chosen 

 to be part of the competition for queen?  Why?  

 

 

6.   (:10, 11) What was the nationality and background of Esther?  Why 

 would Mordecai have told her to keep it secret?  

 

 

7. (:12-14)  What kind of preparation did these girls go through before 

 coming before the King?   
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8. (:15-18) Why did Esther win the royal crown?  

 

 

 

9. (:19-20) Even though Esther was now the queen, where did her first loyalty lie?   

 

 

10. What is the sequence of events in verses 21 & 22?    

 a.  two of the king’s officers: 

 b.  Mordecai: 

 c.  Esther: 

 d.  the two officers: 

 e.  someone: 

 

 

10.   What two things have happened in this chapter?  One seems 

 to be hugely important, one seems to be small and unimportant. 
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The Small Things Count 

Esther Chapter 2  - Discussion Notes 

 

1. Review Chapter 1 and ask yourself:  What did King Xerxes think was the most 

important thing happening in his kingdom at this time? 

 To him, and the rest of his advisors, the most important 

 thing was to make sure the rest of the women in the kingdom did not begin to 

disobey their husbands. 

 But that wasn’t anywhere near the most important thing that was 

 happening…..we’ll see, in Chapter 2, what was really happening…why all of 

Chapter 1 was allowed to take place by God… 

 

2. (:1,2) What is King Xerxes’ problem?  Is King Xerxes sorry for what he has 

done?   

Sorry, yes – because now he is lonely.  But there is a difference between sorry and 

repentant.  Difference?   I Jn. 1:9 tells us…when you are repentant, you know you 

need forgiveness.  You know you’ve done something wrong.  You grieve that you 

have hurt others or offended God.  Is King Xerxes repentant?  No.  Just sorry.  

Sorry that he is suffering. 

 

3. (:3-4) What did the King’s advisors suggest the King do in order to solve his 

problem?  

A Beauty Contest.  A great honor to be chosen…unless you were a young Jewish 

girl.   If, as a young Jewish girl, you were very fortunate, you had been taught by 

someone who remembered the Law of God, from the prophet Isaiah, about the 

Messiah who would some day be born of a young Jewish virgin,  (Is. 7:14) That 

fortunate young Jewish girl would be living with the hope that a Messiah was 

coming to take care of the sin problem of the world…and you hoped that someday 

that girl might be you.  That’s why you would never consider marrying a gentile – 

but only a Jewish man.   

 

4. (:5-7) Why were Mordecai and Esther in Persia?  

The Jewish nation was taken captive by Babylon in 586 BC., and the first group 

of Jews to be allowed to return to Jerusalem was in 539 BC, but not all Jews in 

Babylon returned.  The story of Esther takes place in 490 BC, a few years before 

the 2
nd

 group of Jews were allowed to return to Jerusalem.   
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So, although we don’t have a specific history of what Mordecai did when the 

opportunity to return came, we assume that either Mordecai did not return to 

Jerusalem in 586 BC, or else he did, and then came back to take care of Esther!   

 

Either way, the future return of Jews to Israel (2 more returns:  Ezra and 

Nehemiah both led groups of people back)  hinged on the survival of these Jews 

in Babylon/Persia.  The events in the book of Ezra depended on the obedience of 

a reluctant heroine/queen in Esther! 

 

5. (:8-9) What kind of care did Esther get when she was chosen 

 to be part of the competition for queen?  Why?   

The man in charge of Esther’s preparation for her appearance before the King was 

Hegai.  For some reason (the hand of God, of course) Hegai took a great liking to 

Esther.  He not only protected her, but made sure she received the best of 

treatment…food, perfumes, training. 

 

What a strange thing….a child of God being protected and cared for by someone 

who does not know God at all.  For all we know, Hegai did come to know the 

One, True God as he watched the gracious and beautiful Esther trust in that God.    

 

But this we do know… sometimes God works this way.  Scripture tells of other 

people in dire circumstances who were protected by God by having the approval 

of someone in power…someone not necessarily a believer in God:  Gen. 39:21 – 

Joseph, and Daniel 1:9 – Daniel & friends. 

Esther 

490 BC 

 

Captivity 

In Babylon 

586 BC 

 

Jesus 

Return #1 

Sheshbazzar 

539 BC 

Return #2 

Ezra 

458 BC 

Return #3 

Nehemiah 

445 BC 
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From that what can we conclude?  That God cares for His own in many different 

ways.  He always gets done what He wants done. 

 

6.   (:10, 11) What was the nationality and background of Esther?  Why 

 would Mordecai have told her to keep it secret?  

Mordechai understood what Esther was too innocent to know yet.  Because she 

was a Jew she had enemies in the palace.  There were those who simply hated the 

Jews because they proclaimed to worship the One, True God…the only God.  

Mordechai asks her to show discretion for her own protection.   Discretion.  He is 

not asking her to lie – but to choose when to tell the whole truth.  God definitely 

has told us not to lie ( Lev. 19:11, Eph. 4:25)…and He also tells us sometimes to 

protect the truth.  (Matthew 7:6) 

 

7. (:12-14)  What kind of preparation did these girls go through before 

 coming before the King?   

 Extensive.  Twelve months of oil, myrhh, spices and cosmetics.  Soft and 

beautiful.  Why?  Because He was the King.  His importance required important 

preparation to approach him. 

 

8. (:15-18) Why did Esther win the royal crown?  

She was more than beautiful.  She had character and wisdom.  She was willing to 

be simple and to follow the lead of someone she trusted. 

 

9. (:19-20) Even though Esther was now the queen, where did her first loyalty lie?   

To Mordecai.  The one she trusted.  The one who knew the most important thing 

about her.  The one who could connect her with God. 

The biggest indication of the wisdom Esther possessed was that she knew who to 

trust. 

 

10. What is the sequence of events in verses 21 & 22?    

 a.  Two of the king’s officers: planned to kill the king 

 b.  but….Mordecai: found out and told Esther 

 c.  then…Esther: told the King 

 d.  consequently…The two officers: were hanged 

 e.  and….someone: recorded it 
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11.   What two things have happened in this chapter?  One seems 

 to be hugely important, one seems to be small and unimportant. 

1.  Esther is chosen queen 

2. Mordecai saves the king’s life, and it is recorded 
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Anti-Semitism…Why? 

Esther Chapter 3  - Questions 

 

 

Read Esther chapter 3, then summarize the story in your own words. 

 

Then…answer the following questions: 

 

 

1. Who was really behind Haman’s plot to kill the Jews? 

 

 

 

2. How do we know God will never allow the Jews to be totally    

         destroyed?  Jeremiah 31:31-37 

 

 

 

3.  Before we read the rest of Esther, what do we know for 

 sure about the outcome of this story? 

 

 

 

4. Do you find any verses which indicate that not all the 

 people of Persia wanted the destruction of the Jews? 

 

 

 

 

5. What does that tell you about Satan’s ways? 
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Anti-Semitism…Why? 

Esther Chapter 3  - Discussion Notes 

 

Understanding the Background: 

1. What is anti-Semitism?  

From: The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fourth Edition. 

Copyright © 2000 by Houghton Mifflin Company. Published by the Houghton Mifflin 

Company. All rights reserved.   

SYLLABICATION: an·ti-Sem·i·tism  

NOUN: 1. Hostility toward or prejudice against Jews or Judaism. 2. Discrimination 

against Jews.   

   

2. How is it different from persecution of any other people group?   

Anti-Semitism is not just an evil attempt to kill people or a people group, it is also 

Satan’s attempts to stop God’s Plan.  Although hatred and cruelty to any people group is 

evil, anti-Semitism is even more evil (if there is such a thing as evil and more evil).  It is 

the ultimate evil because it begins with hatred of God. 

We know that because we know the people of Israel are chosen by God to fulfill a 

specific purpose:  to show the world the glory of God.  Even in their failure they 

accomplish their purpose... the outpouring of the grace of God on them as a nation at the 

2
nd

 Coming of Jesus will abundantly show forth the glory of God. 

Here’s a snapshot of God’s revealed plan for mankind: 

 The Original Promise & Plan  

o Genesis 3:15 

God created man to have fellowship with Him.  When Adam and 

Eve sinned, they forever changed the DNA which they would  pass 

on to every person who would come from their union.  From that 

point on, every person alive would be born with a desire to sin.  A 

love for sin.  An inability to avoid sinning. 

 

God promised Adam and Eve that someday One who would come 

from their own descendants would overcome sin and make it 

possible for all men to once again have that sweet fellowship with 

God Adam and Eve had thrown away. 

 

The evil one, satan, tried to immediately destroy that promise of 

God by inspiring Cain to kill Abel (for, after all, Abel was a 

worshipper of God, so he might be the one)  But Abel wasn’t the 

one, and the plan of God went forward. 
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o First Noah & the Flood, then Babel…. 

But as people multiplied on the earth, they forgot or ignored the 

promise of God and decided to live their own way, not trusting in 

the future Promised One – but trusting in themselves. 

 

When Noah was born the earth was so full of evil the Lord decided 

He must destroy all who did not have a heart to follow Him.  The 

evil one, satan, had managed to tempt almost the whole world to 

turn to God…but….there was one family who still loved 

God…Noah and his family…in them the seed of the future Messiah 

safely rested…and the plan of God went forward. 

 

As Noah and his family re-populated the earth they still kept 

passing on the bad gene, too – the one given to them by Adam and 

Eve – the innate desire to sin – so again the world filled with people 

headstrong for their own way…refusing to do things God’s 

way…not longing for a relationship to God. 

 

Those people got together to build a tower – a symbol of their 

intention to be bigger and better that God.  God stopped their efforts 

by confusing their language – and they drifted away from their 

collective rebellion against God as they separated into people-

groups….nations….and the plan of God went forward.  Somewhere 

in those people groups was a seed of the Messiah…safely hidden 

from the destruction of satan. 

 

 

o The choosing of the Jews to be God’s Chosen People 

Now God chose one of those nations to be the one to whom He 

would reveal Himself, so that they could respond in faith and go out 

and tell the rest of the nations about Him, and what He was like, 

and what He required for fellowship with Him. 

 

Here are the Promises God made to the Jews so they could get the 

job done: 

Where He made them Promises 

Genesis 12:1-3 

 

 

1. I will make you a great 

nation. 

2. I will bless you (do 

good things for you) 

3. I will make your name 

great 



The Thirteenth of Never 

A Chapter-by-Chapter Bible Study of the Book of Esther 
 

18 

 

4. You will be a blessing 

to the other nations 

5. I will do good to those 

who do good to you 

6. I will curse the one 

who curses you 

7. All families in the 

earth will be blessed 

because of you. 

Genesis 13: 14-17 

 

 

1. I will give the land of 

Israel to you 

2. I will make your 

descendants so 

numerous you will not 

be able to count them 

 

Genesis 15:1-5 

 

 

1. I will give you a son, 

(the first of your 

descendants) who will 

come from your own 

body 

Genesis 17:1-22 

 

 

 

2. I will establish a 

covenant between you 

and Me 

3. I will multiply you 

greatly 

4. You will be the father 

of many nations 

5. Kings will come from 

you 

6. My covenant is not 

only with you, but also 

with your descendants 

7. My covenant is an 

everlasting 

covenant…it cannot 

end. 

8. I will be your God and 

the God of your 

descendants 

9. You and your 

descendants will 

inherit the land I have 

given you. 

10. I promise all these 
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things…your part is to 

believe. 

11. The evidence of your 

belief will be 

circumcision 

12. Sarah will be your 

partner in this promise 

13. The son of promise 

will be named Isaac. 

 

 

 

 

The seed of the coming Savior was in the Jews.  Beginning with 

Abraham…continuing down through his descendants. 

 

Now…because the evil one, satan, also knew what God was promising…a Savior who 

would be a descendant of Adam and Eve, and a descendant of Abraham, he (the devil) 

constantly searched for ways to stop the promise of God from coming to pass.  Examples: 

 

 A famine in Canaan – Abraham leaves for Egypt in order to survive 

 Lot tries to steal the land  

 Sarah is barren 

 Sarah & Abraham make the wrong choice – Hagar 

 Finally Isaac is born…has 2 sons – Esau does not choose God 

 Twelve sons are born to Jacob – they fight and hate each other 

 Another famine – the whole family moves to Egypt where they are in 

danger of losing their existence. 

 Moses sets them free – they refuse to believe God’s promises 

 After 40 years, they re-enter the Promised Land – the people of the land try 

to destroy them. 

 Then their own sin threatens to destroy them 

 Then they choose a King not committed to God 

 Then David – and he sins with Bathsheba – trouble in the Kingdom 

 Then Solomon – he builds the temple – and his heart is swayed by his 

many wives 

 Then a divided Kingdom 

 Then conquered by Assyria, Babylon, returning to a broken-down land 

 Then Haman tries to wipe them out in Esther 

 Then Jesus is born – and Herod tries to kill him as an infant 

 Then Jesus is finally murdered – but He lives! 

 You’d think satan would have given up here, but he knew, because God 

had recorded it in the Bible, that the promise was for Jesus to return to a 

believing nation Israel…so now satan focuses his efforts even more on the 

total destruction of every Jewish person. 

 The temple is destroyed – but Christians carry Christ to the world 
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 Again and again through the next 2000 years, Satan tries to wipe out the 

Jews….but fails….even Hitler fails 

 And finally, in the end, Satan has one last chance…to destroy the Jews and 

all believers in Jesus – Rev. 12:13-17 – and he fails again.  Rev. 17:14, and 

Rev. 19:11-21. 

 

After reading Esther chapter 3, summarize what happens, then answer these Discussion 

Questions: 

 

1. Who was really behind Haman’s plot to kill the Jews? 

The ultimate answer is: satan.  But there is also another interesting history here.  Haman 

the “Agagite” was most likely a descendant of an Amalekite King named Agag…who 

lived 500 years before this.  The Amalekites were fiercely hateful against the Jews…and 

even tried to kill them all as they left Egypt.  The LORD declared then that He would 

“have war against Amalek from generation to generation” (Exodus 17:16)  Probably that 

reason alone was enough to encourage Mordechai to refuse to bow down before Haman. 

 

2. How do we know God will never allow the Jews to be totally destroyed?  

Jeremiah 31:31-37 

The sun, moon and stars still shine. 

 

3.  Before we read the rest of Esther, what do we know for sure about the outcome of 

this story? 

The Jews will survive….God will do what He wants to do…no matter who or what gets 

in the way.  Although the actions of Haman might have brought fear to the ones who 

knew what he was doing in the day of Esther…the bigger picture, which we have the 

privilege of seeing now – tells us that God was completely able to protect the ones He 

loved. 

 

4. Do you find any verses which indicate that not all the people of Persia wanted the 

destruction of the Jews? 

“the city of Susa was in confusion”   Why in the world would the king want all the Jews 

killed?   

 

5. What does that tell you about satan’s ways? 

Satan can get things done through one evil man.  It doesn’t take a consensus.  Just 

because most people are religious…or Christians….or moral…doesn’t mean satan is 

stopped from doing his evil work. 
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What is My Purpose? 

Esther Chapter 4  - Questions 

 

 

1.  Mordecai & Esther both fasted in response to their crises, but for different reasons.  

What were their different reasons?   

 

2.  What are some purposes for fasting according to the following examples: 

 

 Ex. 34:28 

 

 Judges 20:26-28 

 

 I Samuel 7:6 

 

 2 Chronicles 20:3-4 

 

 Ezra 8:21-22 

 

 Luke 2:37 

 

 Acts 13:2-3 

 

 

3.  Mordecai was wailing as he went through the city.  When we pray, does it matter if we 

know exactly the right words to use?  (Rom. 8:26) 

 

How is this verse an encouragement to you? 

 

4.  Why do you think Esther initially responded to Mordecai’s distress the way she did?  

(:4-5) 

 

How do you tend to respond to problems or difficult circumstances? 

 

5.  What changes do you see in Esther from the beginning to the end of the chapter? 

 

6.  How would you have responded to Mordecai’s challenge if you were Esther?  Would 

you risk your life? 

 

Would you choose to intervene to save lives if doing so would not risk your own life?  

Why? 
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7.  What are some differences between Esther’s access to the king (:11) and our access to 

the King of Kings (Eph. 3:12, Heb. 4:16)? 

 

Esther Approaching King Xerxes Me, as I approach God 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

8.  Interestingly, one of the only passages in Scripture addressed specifically to women 

concerns fasting (pictured in the wearing of sackcloth).  Read Isaiah 32:9-14.  Why do 

you think God gave this challenge to women? 

 

What would be the outcome of such intense intercession (:15-18)? 

 

9.  What agonizing situation is especially on your heart right now? 

 

10.  What is your purpose in being alive? 
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What is My Purpose? 

Esther Chapter 4  - Discussion Notes 

 

 

Just to get the ball rolling – when you were a kid, what did you want to be when you 

grew up?  If you are leading a group in this Bible study, you’ll want to not only ask that 

question, but also ask: “Did you become that?”…and if they didn’t, then ask: “Do you 

still want to do that?” 

 

Most of us have an inner desire to know what our value in life is…what is the reason we 

exist?  Esther chapter 4 gives us a chance to wonder out loud. 

 

 

1.  Mordecai & Esther both fasted in response to their crises, but for different reasons.  

What were their different reasons?  

 Mordechai was grieving over the news he had just heard.  Check back to chapter 

3:8-15 to see what the bad news was. 

 Esther was afraid…asking for direction from God…seeking courage  

 

 

2.  What are some purposes for fasting according to the following examples: 

 

 Ex. 34:28 

The experience of communicating with God is so great that sustenance is the farthest 

thing from your needs or thoughts 

 

 Judges 20:26-28 

In order to hear an answer from God 

 

 I Samuel 7:6 

To confess sin, ask for sin to be revealed (also II Samuel 12:13-17) 

 

 2 Chronicles 20:3-4 

To seek God in a time of great need 

 

 Ezra 8:21-22 

To ask for a safe journey 

 

 Luke 2:37 

As a regular part of a life of worhsip 

 

 Acts 13:2-3 

To commission someone to do a work for God 
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3.  Mordecai was wailing as he went through the city.  When we pray, does it matter if we 

know exactly the right words to use?  (Rom. 8:26) 

Actually, it doesn’t matter.  We may not even know the exact thing to pray about, but 

know that we must pray for some specific individual.  The Holy Spirit is the One who 

takes our words of prayer and interprets them to God.  He communicates our faith and 

need to God.  He even groans…knowing how much we are groaning.  Sometimes if I 

have no way to know what to say I just praise or sing…asking the Holy Spirit to do the 

rest. 

 

How is this verse an encouragement to you? 

 

 

4.  Why do you think Esther initially responded to Mordecai’s distress the way she did?  

(:4-5) 

What was Mordechai’s response to bad news?  (fasting and grieving and praying) 

 

What was Esther’s response?  (make it go away) (like taking Tylenol for a fever…if the 

discomfort goes away we don’t have to look for the source) 

 

Why did Esther respond in that way?  Probably because she was immature.  Immature in 

life and immature in faith.  Immaturity makes you want to run and hide.  Maturity (or 

completeness) actually makes you want to dive in and find the answer….solve the 

problem….seek the mind of God. (James 1:2-4) 

 

How do you tend to respond to problems or difficult circumstances?   

 

 

5.  What changes do you see in Esther from the beginning to the end of the chapter? 

She starts out a queen with many people pampering and taking care of her…and ends up 

a queen who feels the weight of her position…and takes her inability to God.  (I Peter 

5:6&7) 

 

 

6.  How would you have responded to Mordecai’s challenge if you were Esther?  Would 

you risk your life? 

 

Would you choose to intervene to save lives if doing so would not risk your own life?  

Why? 
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7.  What are some differences between Esther’s access to the king (:11) and our access to 

the King of Kings (Eph. 3:12, Heb. 4:16)? 

 

Esther Approaching King Xerxes Me, as I approach God 

She fasted first, acknowledging his power 

and majesty  

That’s what I should do, too…but most of 

the time I am very casual as I approach 

Him 

She was fearful for her life I need have no fear 

She asked for support from others as she 

went in to the King 

I don’t have to do that….but I have the 

support of other Christian believers if I 

want it or need it 

She placed her faith in the King who was 

higher than Xerxes 

There is no King higher than Jesus 

She had to be talked into it.  Pressured Sometimes I have to be pressured, too – 

how pitiful 

She only went because something was 

hugely wrong. 

Sometimes that’s what I do, too…but I 

wouldn’t have to 

She didn’t know whether Xerxes would 

hear her request or not 

I always know God will hear my request 

 

 

8.  Interestingly, one of the only passages in Scripture addressed specifically to women 

concerns fasting (pictured in the wearing of sackcloth).  Read Isaiah 32:9-14.  Why do 

you think God gave this challenge to women? 

The context of this passage is interesting….the women are being urged to repent and fast 

because the very end of the age was approaching. 

 

Why give this challenge to women?  I don’t know – but I am very challenged by it, 

especially since it does seem that the end of the age is fast approaching.   

 

What was  the outcome of such intense intercession (:15-18)? 

The return of Jesus Christ.  The beginning of the Milennium.  Wow! 

 

 

9.  What agonizing situation is especially on your heart right now? 

 

Are you willing to fast? 

Are you willing to pray? 

Are you willing to engage the help of others in fasting and praying? 

Are you willing to take a risk…be a heroine…even if you are afraid? 

 

10.  What is your purpose in being alive? 
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Esther is Willing….God is Able 

Esther Chapters 5&6   - Questions 

 

 

First, Review what we have learned so far about: 

 

 The Jews 

 God 

 Satan 

 Esther 

 Mordecai 

 

1. (5:1,2)  How do you imagine Esther felt when she stood in the 

 King’s court, waiting?   

 

2. (5:3-8)  Why didn’t Esther just give her request?  Why a  

 second banquet? 

 

3. (5:9-14)  What sin did Haman have in his life  which opened  

the door for calamity? 

 

4.    Compare Esther’s day and Haman’s day.   

 

5. (6:1-9)  What seemingly “unplanned” events turned out to  

 be the handiwork of God, working behind the scenes? 

 a. 

 b. 

 c.  

 

6. (6:10-14)  What did Haman begin to realize? 

 

7. Can you name three major lessons in these chapters?: 

 a.     

 b.    

 c.     
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Esther is Willing….God is Able 

Esther Chapters 5&6  - Discussion Notes 

 

 

First, review what we have learned so far about: 

 

 The Jews 

 God 

 Satan 

 Esther 

 Mordecai 

 

1. (5:1,2)  How do you imagine Esther felt when she stood in the 

 King’s court, waiting?   

Scared to death.    

 

2. (5:3-8)  Why didn’t Esther just give her request?  Why a  

 second banquet? 

You’ll have to guess at the answer to this.  There isn’t any indication in scripture of why 

she did it this way.  My guess is that she was so afraid she couldn’t get up the nerve to 

address the real need the first time around.  No matter what the reason….God used the 

timing perfectly. 

 

3. (5:9-14)  What sin did Haman have in his life  which opened  

the door for calamity? 

Pride.  Pride which turned into hatred because others wouldn’t add to his pride.  The door 

was open for satan to inspire him to want to kill all Jews.  The devil didn’t care about 

Haman’s pride…wasn’t interested in making sure Haman got praise.  What the devil 

wanted was the destruction of the Jews. 

 

One sin usually opens the door for another.  As Paul describes it in Romans chapter 1, sin 

becomes a downward spiral.   

 

This is a good time to just note that our small, insignificant sins – the ones no one knows 

about – can easily lead to greater and greater sins, until we are sliding right into satan’s 

hands as he seeks to bring about his plan in the world. 
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4.    Compare Esther’s day and Haman’s day.   

Esther’s day started out bad….terrified and probably wondering if she would end up dead 

that day. 

Haman’s day started out fantastic.  Everything was going his way. 

 

Just goes to show that doing things God’s way may not look the best at first, but that can 

be a fooler.   

 

 

5. (6:1-9)  What seemingly “unplanned” events turned out to  

 be the handiwork of God, working behind the scenes? 

 a.  The King couldn’t sleep 

 b.  He orders the books to be read to him 

 c.  Haman enters the room at the precisely right moment 

 

 

6. (6:10-14)  What did Haman begin to realize? 

This is not going well.   

 

 

7. Can you name three major lessons in these chapters?: 

 a.    God is faithful – we simply have to be willing 

 b.   Humility before the Lord is way better than pride before men 

c.    Not every “bad day” ends up bad.  Not every “good day” ends up good. 

 

If any of us attempts to obey God…to trust God…but we are still afraid… what should 

we do?  (Philippians 4:8,9) 
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Come to Jesus 

Esther Chapters 7&8   - Questions 

 

 

As I teach this lesson, I like to begin with a drawing of 2 mountains on a whiteboard, and 

then  look at Deuteronomy 30:19.  In this passage of scripture, from about the beginning 

of Deuteronomy 27,  the Jewish nation is about to enter the Promised Land.  The Lord 

has Moses gather the Jewish people into two camps – one of those camps of people 

ascends Mt. Ebal, and the other group ascends Mt. Gerizim.  These mountains are close 

enough together that one group can hear what the other group is yelling.  The group on 

Mt Gerizim is commissioned by God to shout our the blessings which will be theirs if 

they follow the Lord.  The group on Mt Ebal also shouts out – but they are proclaiming 

the curses of God if they do not follow the Lord.  In Deuteronomy 30:19 the Lord brings 

the whole excercize to its rightful conclusion when He says:  “I call heaven and earth as 

witnesses today against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessings and 

cursing: therefore…..CHOOSE LIFE!  (caps and exclamation point are mine), that both 

you and your descendants may live;”   “Choose Life”!....in other words, when you are at 

this point where you must decide whether to believe God or not, whether to trust Him or 

not…you are actually at the point where you are deciding whether to live or not! 

 

And then, if we have time, my class will read through Deuteronomy 28 and count and list 

the blessings in 3-14. 

 

And then we’ll read through Deuteronomy 28 and count and list the curses in 28:15-

29:29. 

 

What does this have to do with Esther?  Well….just like in Deuteronomy 30, all of 

history hangs in the balance as Esther approaches this 2
nd

 banquet.  Esther’s ancestors 

had chosen to believe God and enter the land of promise even when they were afraid.  

Will this one Jewish woman trust God?  Will she “choose life” even while it appears she 

is probably choosing death? 

 

And all of history hangs in the balance today, too.  Will Jewish men and women 

somewhere, someday,  choose life even while it looks like they are probably choosing 

death? 

 

Re-read the Deuteronomy 30:19 passage at the end of this lesson – play Chris Rice song:  

“Come to Jesus”  - pray for the Jewish nation. 

 

 

 

1. (7:1-4)  What was Esther’s request?   

 

2. (7:5-6)  What did Esther wait to say next? 



The Thirteenth of Never 

A Chapter-by-Chapter Bible Study of the Book of Esther 
 

30 

 

 

3. (7:7-9) How did the King respond?  How did Haman respond? 

 How did Harbona respond?  (what does this tell you about 

 Haman’s popularity amongst the people of Susa?) 

 

4. (7:10 – 8:6)  What took place after Esther finally told 

 the King what she wanted?  

  

  

  

  

  

 

5. (8:7,8)  What was the hindrance to the King granting  

Esther’s request? 

 

6. (8:9-14) How did Mordecai solve the problem? 

 

7. (8:15-17)  What was one unexpected result of this tragedy 

 turned into celebration? 

 

8. How does this situation help you better understand your own salvation? 

 

9. God made sure Mordecai was in a position of influence for a reason…What 

position of influence are you in?  Why? 

 

10.   The truth of Psalm 37:7-15 is so evident here.  What is the greatest 

encouragement to you from these verses? 
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Come to Jesus  

Esther Chapters 7&8   - Discussion Notes 

 

1. (7:1-4)  What was Esther’s request?   

Spare my life.  She is putting the whole awful situation in the most personal of 

terms…and she is hoping that the King values her enough to be enraged at Haman’s 

manipulation.   

 

I’m reminded of wrestling here.  Sometimes when you seem to be at your weakest, you 

find a weakness in your opponent, and FLIP!  You’re on top. 

 

Esther is showing great maturity and wisdom.  An answer to prayer and fasting. 

 

 

2. (7:5-6)  What did Esther wait to say next? 

It’s the most dramatic moment of the whole book.  You can just see Haman cringing and 

trying to back out of the room while she builds to this moment. 

 

 

3. (7:7-9) How did the King respond?  How did Haman respond? 

 How did Harbona respond?  (what does this tell you about 

 Haman’s popularity amongst the people of Susa?) 

The King is furious.  (Yeah!!!) 

Haman is desperate (Boo….Hisss) 

Harbona is quite happy to point out the gallows to the King. 

 

Perhaps Haman wasn’t as popular as he had thought! Perhaps our own  

opinion of ourselves is not worth much…. 

 

 

4. (7:10 – 8:6)  What took place after Esther finally told 

 the King what she wanted? (order of events)  

 Haman is hanged 

 King gives estate to Esther 

 King finds out Mordecai’s relation to Esther 

 King gives signet ring/authority to Mordecai 

 Mordecai is ruler over Haman’s estate 

 Queen Esther has another request – change the edict! 

 

5. (8:7,8)  What was the hindrance to the King granting  

Esther’s request? 

The law could not be changed.  An edict has gone out that all the Jews can be slain on a 

certain day.  That edict cannot be changed. 
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If you haven’t read the rest of the chapter yet, stop a minute here and ask yourself: “What 

can be done to solve this seemingly unsolveable situation?” 

 

 

6. (8:9-14) How did Mordecai solve the problem? 

The day of slaughter was still going to happen.  But now the Jews were given the 

authority to fight back…in fact….they were given the right to fight against anyone who 

tried to kill them…and to take their property, too.  That instantly gave them the upper 

hand.  That gave them the backing of the King. 

 

 

7. (8:15-17)  What was one unexpected result of this tragedy 

 turned into celebration? 

Many people became believers in the One, True God!  Maybe that’s why some Jews 

didn’t go home in the first return to Jerusalem years before.  They were still needed in the 

land of their captivity to lead others to a knowledge of God.  That was their purpose in 

life.  Simply by being alive and trying to trust God, they had unwittingly succeeded in 

their assignment again. 

 

 

8. How does this situation help you better understand your own salvation? 

The story of Esther, Xerxes, Haman and Mordecai is so much a picture of 

our salvation, isn’t it?  We are the captives – slaves to sin.  We are helpless  

as an evil being seeks our destruction.  But just at the last minute the  

decree to destroy us (which cannot be revoked) is overcome by another  

decree which allows SomeOne to fight for us…SomeOne to die in our place.. 

and that turns the battle.  The evil being is destroyed and we end up 

with an inheritance greater than any we ever could have imagined. 

 

 

9. God made sure Mordecai was in a position of influence for a reason…What 

position of influence are you in?  Why? 

 

 

10. The truth of Psalm 37:7-15 is so evident here.  What is the greatest 

encouragement to you from these verses? 

 

Jews today stand in an untenable position.  There is no escape for them from the edict of 

blind Haman’s.  But the 2
nd

 edict stands.  They have only to believe.  Their enemies will 

not triumph!  Rev. 11:11-13 

 

 

Re-read the Deuteronomy 30:19 passage here at the end of this lesson – play Chris Rice 

song:  “Come to Jesus” …..and pray for the Jewish nation. 
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Costumes, Jokes & Baskets 

Esther Chapters 9&10   - Questions 

 

 

 

1. (9:1-4)  From this passage, name 2 reasons the Jews were  

victorious over their enemies: 

1.  

2.  

  

 

2. (9:5-10)  Compare what the Jews did with what they were  

told (by the King’s edict) they were allowed to do.  (8:11)  Differences?  (see:  

9:15&16, too) 

 

 

3. (9:11-12)  Why does the King again ask Esther what she  

 desires? 

 

 

4. (9:13-15)  How did things look for the Jews in the city of 

 Susa compared to the Jews in the surrounding areas? 

 

 

 

5. (9:18-28)  The Jewish celebration of Purim exists yet today. 

 a.  Why is it called “Purim”? 

 b.  Why is it celebrated for 2 days? 

 c.  Put into your own words the reason Jews celebrate Purim. 

 

 

 

6. (10: 1-3)  Why did Mordecai rise to a place of such high 

 esteem in this foreign land?  (Jn. 15: 12, 13) 

 

 

7. Most of us want to become like our heroes.  In what way would you like to be 

more like Esther? 
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The following are terms used in the celebration of Purim today.  Do you know  

the meaning of any of these?: 

 

 

Shalach manot 

 

 

Megillat Esther 

 

 

“Gragger” 

 

 

Costumes 

 

 

Purim Spiel 

 

 

Carnival 

 

 

Hamantaschen 

 

 

Topsy-turvey 

 

 

Ta’anit Esther 
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Costumes, Jokes & Baskets 

Esther Chapters 9&10   - Discussion Notes 

 

 

1. (9:1-4)  From this passage, name 2 reasons the Jews were  

victorious over their enemies: 

1. They were willing to fight to save themselves 

2. God had caused their enemies to fear them 

Think about it.  These are the same two reasons Esther was victorious in what she did for 

God.  She was willing to step out…to take a risk…to fight back against evil.  And God 

turned things around behind the scenes.   

 

God is always able to take care of every situation….with or without our obedience.  

(Esther 4:11  “For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance will arise for the 

Jews from another place…”) But He asks for and wants our obedience…and then works 

on our behalf.   

 

He puts every one of us in places where we must decide whether or not to trust Him and 

be courageous for Him…just like He did for the Jews of Persia at the time of Esther.  

And then it is in our hands whether or not we want to be the person He wanted us to 

be…”for such a time as this”. (Esther 4:13) 

  

 

2. (9:5-10)  Compare what the Jews did with what they were  

told by the King’s edict they were allowed to do.  (8:11)  Differences?  (see:  

9:15&16, too) 

They were told they could assemble and defend their lives.  They could destroy, kill or 

annihilate anyone who might attack them, including women and children, and they were 

allowed to take the worldly possessions of those enemies for themselves.  They were told 

they could do this on Adar 13. 

 

They did assemble and defend their lives.  They did destroy, kill and annihilate their 

enemies.  But they did not gather the plunder…they did not take for themselves the things 

which had belonged to them. 

Why not?  I’m guessing here – I think they knew they had gained the respect and support 

of many non-Jews in Persia, and did not want to lose it.  They wanted to live at peace 

with their neighbors…not be feared or hated by them. 

 

A wise decision, in my opinion.  Very wise to do what you must…but not go too far in 

greed.   500 years before, seizing the plunder in the battle against Amalek (I Sam 15:17-
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19) had been the downfall of King Saul.  This time the Jewish people got a “second 

chance” – a chance to defeat Amalek and do it right…bringing honor and power to not 

only Mordecai (Esher 10:3), but also to all the Jews of Persia. 

 

King Solomon, many years before the time of Esther had spoken words which these Jews 

might well have remembered and taken to heart:  “Do not rejoice when your enemy falls, 

and do not let your heart be glad when he stumbles; or the LORD will see it and be 

displeased, and turn His anger away from him.” (Proverbs 24:17&18) 

 

 

3. (9:11-12)  Why does the King again ask Esther what she  

 desires? 

I’m not sure why he asked her…but it’s obvious there was something else she  

Wanted.  She wanted one more day for the Jews in the capital city of Susa 

to fight against their enemies.  Perhaps she knew of the enemy’s plans to  

continue to harm the Jews. 

 

 

4. (9:13-15)  How did things look for the Jews in the city of 

 Susa compared to the Jews in the surrounding areas? 

Not only did they get the one more day to fight back, but also the 10 dead sons of Haman 

were hung on the gallows he had built for Mordecai – the very gallows Haman had been 

hung on, too.  This was  a show of power and of the King’s absolute support for the 

Jewish cause – which perhaps lets us assume that the Jews in Susa were facing far greater 

anti-semitism than the rest of the Jews throughout Persia. 

 

 

5. (9:18-28)  The Jewish celebration of Purim exists yet today. 

 a.  Why is it called “Purim”?  The word “pur” means “lot”, as in “casting the lot”, 

which is what Haman did to decide which month the Jews would be destroyed.  Calling 

this celebration “Purim” is almost making a joke out of the thought that one could simply 

“cast a lot” and determine the destruction of God’s Chosen People. 

 b.  Why is it celebrated for 2 days?  Because the Jews of Esther’s day fought back 

on one day and celebrated on the next.   

 c.  Put into your own words the reason Jews celebrate Purim.   

They celebrate Purim to remember God wins their battles for them.  No matter how bleak 

or humiliating things might look…the LORD God fights for them, and none can defeat 

Him. 

 

 

6. (10: 1-3)  Why did Mordecai rise to a place of such high 

 esteem in this foreign land?  (Jn. 15: 12, 13) 

Because he was the man God had chosen to look out after the Jews of Persia.  Mordecai 

was, in a sense, a picture of the coming Messiah of Israel, who was willing to give up his 

own life in order to assure the protection of and future for His people. 
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7. Most of us want to become like our heroes.  In what way would you like to be 

more like Esther? 

Answer this individually, if you have time in your group study.  Each person will have 

learned something different perhaps.  For me, I am struck by the fact that Esther wasn’t 

constantly trying and working and fretting.  She simply obeyed when it was obvious it 

was time to obey.  She was a leader because she did what was best for many people.  But 

she wasn’t a leader at her own decision.  It was God’s.  She just did what she had to do 

when it came time to trust the One, True God. 

 

And, in her simple obedience, she opened the way for a whole generation of Jews to take 

a step of faith and return to the land of Israel. 

 

 

 

What lessons do we learn from Esther? 

 Who knows what the LORD will accomplish through our small acts of 

obedience? 

 No person anywhere, or at any time, will ever bring about the total annihilation of 

the Jews - God's chosen people.  They will still exist on planet earth when their 

Messiah, Jesus, comes back again to their open arms of faith. 

 Our enemy, Satan, may desire our destruction, but He has been stopped by the 

power of Jesus.  We have been given the freedom to fight back...check it out in 

Ephesians 6:10-18. 

Psalm 118:6 “The LORD is for me; I will not fear; What can man do to me?” (this verse 

is quoted also in Hebrews 13:6) 

Are you wondering if the celebration of Purim is still observed today by Jews all over the 

world...just as Mordecai decreed 490 years before Christ?  The answer is yes.  In 2006, 

Purim was celebrated on March 14
th

 & 15
th

. 
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490 BC 

 

Captivity 

In Babylon 

586 BC 
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539 BC 

Return #2 
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445 BC 
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The following are terms used in the celebration of Purim today: (Here’s a good website 

for finding out about Purim and other Jewish holidays: 

http://www.aish.com/holidays/purim/) 

 Mishloach manot – Baskets of food or gifts are sent from one friend to another on 

Purim 

 Megillat Esther – A play, or drama, telling the story of Esther.   

 Costumes - In Hebrew, Esther is intepreted: "Hadassah", which means "to hide or 

conceal" - the purpose behind masks and costumes. At Purim time, costumes take 

on an added significance. 

 Jokes - On Purim, it's a mitzvah (a good deed) to laugh. Laughter insures that we 

don't take the wrong things in life too seriously. 

 Carnival – There is a carnival (party) atomosphere for Purim 

 Hamantaschen – Hat-shaped cookies which remind us of Haman 

 Matanot L'evyonim – Gifts of money to the poor on Purim - as a joyous thank-you 

to the One who rescues from our enemies. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.aish.com/holidays/purim/
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Here’s a short little outline for a play you could do as a group: 

 

 

The Thirteenth of Never – (The Day God Will Allow His People to be Destroyed) 

A Megillot Esther 

 

Main Characters: 

 Esther (grows from afraid and young to mature and trusting in the LORD) 

 King Xerxes (moves from selfish and unaware of the One, True, God to a leader 

who submits to the greater authority of the LORD) 

 Haman (evil and proud, influenced by satan to strike out at God) 

 Mordechai ( humble and faithful, focused on the survival of the people of God, 

willing to sacrifice his own life) 

 

Supporting Characters: 

 Hegai (a Persian in the royal circle who helps Esther get the throne) 

 Bigthana (a man who conspired against the King) 

 Teresh (a man who conspired against the King) 

 Hathach ( a Persian in the royal circle who helps Esther communicate with 

Mordecai) 

 Zeresh (Haman’s wife…seals her own doom by supporting Haman’s evil pride) 

 Harbona ( A Persian in the royal circle who gladly points Haman to the gallows) 

 

Non-Speaking parts: 

Jews 

Persians 

10 Sons of Haman 

 

Acts 

1. First Act – Esther becomes Queen of Persia 

 Party/Xerxes wants to show off his queen/Vashti is banished 

 Beauty Pageant/Mordecai tells Esther to keep a secret/Hegai befriends 

Esther/Esther wins 

 Conspiracy uncovered by Mordecai 

2. Second Act – Haman devises an evil plan 

 Haman honored/Mordecai will not kneel/Haman knows Mordecai is a 

Jew/Haman plots to kill all Jews 

 Mordechai persuades Esther to help/Hathach conveys her messages to him 

 First banquet/Haman’s pride/Gallows is built/Haman’s family encourages 

him 

3. Third Act – Flip!  God was always in control 

 King can’t sleep/Book is read/ Haman’s life is flipped upside down 

 Second banquet/Truth revealed/Harbona glad to tell of gallows 
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 Survival plan is concocted by Mordecai 

 Adar 13/Adar 14/Adar 15/ Proclamation of a future holiday 

 

 

 

Themes: 

 Picture of our future redemption 

 Picture of Israel’s future redemption 

 Picture of our ability to fight back in God’s way 

 Picture of God’s ever-present, all-powerful hand in our lives 

 Lesson to rejoice and celebrate when delivered 

 Begins with a banquet celebrating something which didn’t matter (even 

though it sure looked like it did), and ends with a banquet celebrating 

something which matter more than anything in the world (even though it 

isn’t always apparent that it does) 

 The Thirteenth of Never – that’s when God will allow His people to be 

destroyed. 
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And here are a couple of recipes for Hamentashen – I am not a good cook, so don’t give 

up on trying this just because I did and they turned out horrible.   
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