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Hosea Bible Study 
Living for the Weekend 

 
This booklet has been put together for you to use either 

 

 in your own personal Bible Study time, 
or…  

 to help you lead a Bible Study discussion group. 
 
 

It is divided into several lessons, usually covering one Bible chapter. 
  

Each lesson has two (2) parts: 
 

1. Questions for you to use as you read and think through 
the scripture.   
 

2. Answers to those questions with my comments and 
thoughts. 

 
If you are leading a discussion group, I suggest making sure each 
member of your group has a copy of the next week’s questions in 
advance so that they can prepare if they want to.  Preparation for a 
Bible Study is one way to establish the habit of getting into the Word 
every day. 

 
 
 

An online version of this study is available for free download at: 
www.kathleeendalton.com 

 

 

 

 

 
Unless otherwise noted all Bible quotations are taken from the New King James Version,  

Copyright 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 
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Memory verse for this study: 

“Take words with you, and return to the Lord.  Say to Him, ‘Take 
away all iniquity; receive us graciously, for we will offer the sacrifice 
of our lips.’ “  (Hosea 14:2) 
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Hosea Introduction 
Living for the Weekend 

 
For the Israelites living during the reign of King Jeroboam, life was good in the 
Northern Kingdom.   The economy was improving and most people had jobs.  
There was rain for their crops.  Families were healthy.  The occasional tug on 
their hearts to live wholeheartedly for the One, True God came less and less 
often, mostly only when one of those crazy prophet-types was walking through 
one of their towns.  They were busy, happy, and certainly not interested in giving 
up anything in order to think seriously about God.  They were living for the 
weekend. 
 
Hosea heard the call of God in his heart and was one of the very few who 
responded.  He longed to know God better, so he searched for all the truth he 
could find.  In his heart he learned to communicate with God as he worked and 
ate and even as he slept.  He realized soon that God was asking him to give 
every minute of his life to telling others about Him.  He heard the soft whispers of 
God in his ear and began to travel farther and farther away from his home – 
going from one city in Israel to another – beginning to preach and teach the 
words of God.   
 
God was warning the Israelites to turn from their soft lives full of idols, and turn 
back to Him.  But they had no desire to hear such a ridiculous message from an 
obviously pathetic young man – who had no wife, no children, no future.  Work 
hard they would, but they were not interested in listening to an idiot, nor in giving 
up their fun – their weekends.  “God is a God of love,” they must have said.  “He 
would not ask us to give up all the things that make life wonderful for us!”   
 
He was a young bachelor, and it did get lonely.  People were curious about him 
when they first realized he was a prophet, but before too long his audiences got 
smaller and smaller.   
 
But there was no turning back from the call of God on his life… 
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Hosea Chapter 1:1-3 – Questions 
 
  

Memory verse for this study: 
“Take words with you, and return to the Lord.  Say to Him, ‘Take 
away all iniquity; receive us graciously, for we will offer the sacrifice 
of our lips.’ “  (Hosea 14:2) 

 
 
The Jews in Hosea’s time were divided into two kingdoms (nations).  The 
Southern Kingdom was called Judah.  The Northern Kingdom was called Israel.   
 
Hosea preached mostly to the Northern Kingdom, Israel.  But the Southern 
Kingdom, Judah, also heard his words. 

 
1. (:1)  Who were the kings of Judah during the time Hosea was preaching? 

1)    

2)    

3)    

4)   

      Who was the king of Israel during this same time? 

   

2. .   (:2)   When Hosea went to God to find out what to preach, what did God  
tell him? 
 
 

3.    (:2)  What in the world was God thinking? 

 

 

4. (:3)  Did Hosea obey God?  What was the woman’s name? 

 
 

5. (:3)  Why would Hosea have obeyed such a strange and difficult message 

from God?  How do you think Hosea felt? 
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6. Can you think of any other times in the Old Testament when God asked 

people to do very strange or extremely difficult things? 

 

 

Application Questions: 

7. Why is God sometimes difficult to understand?   

 

 

8. Why do we have such a desire to know God when often He seems so un-

knowable? 

 

 

9. The title of this study is “Living for the Weekend” – a description of the 

people Hosea was preaching to.  They wanted their fun and times of 

relaxation, but didn’t want to give much serious thought to God.  Do you 

think any of us in our time could also be described as “Living for the 

Weekend”? 

 
 
 

10.   Why do people want to “Live for the Weekend”, and not give too much 

serious thought to God? 

 
 
 

11.  If you wanted someone you loved to realize the amazingness of God, but 

were having trouble getting through to them because they were “Living for 

the Weekend”, can you think of a way you might try to get their attention? 

 

 

12.  What was God’s choice for getting their attention in 700 BC? 
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Hosea Chapter 1:1-3 - Answers 
 
 

Memory verse for this study: 
“Take words with you, and return to the Lord.  Say to Him, ‘Take 
away all iniquity; receive us graciously, for we will offer the sacrifice 
of our lips.’ “  (Hosea 14:2) 

 
  

1. (:1)  Who were the kings of Judah during the time Hosea was preaching? 

1) Uzziah   

2) Jotham  

3) Ahaz   

4) Hezekiah  

      Who was the king of Israel during this same time? 

   Jeroboam 

 

2.   (:2)   When Hosea went to God to find out what to preach, what did God  
tell him? 

 
Notice in verse 2 that first the Lord called Hosea to preach, then Hosea began to 
preach, and then, while Hosea was actively obeying the call of God to preach, 
then, the Lord gave him this special message…this special job. 
 
My point?  Do any of us want to do great things for God?  Start.  Start doing what 
you can where you can, and see what God says to do next.  If you want to be a 
missionary on a foreign field, start witnessing to people now wherever you are.  If 
you want to go to Bible School to be a Pastor, start shepherding and caring for 
people and teaching the Word now wherever you are.  God will lead you to the 
next step in His time.  But nothing is stopping you from serving immediately. 
 
Are you in a hospital bed, thinking you are unable to do anything for the Lord?  
You are mistaken.  Start now talking to other patients and hospital staff and 
anyone who comes to visit you.  Tell them what you are learning from the Lord.  
Tell them of how you came to know Jesus years or months or days ago.  Pray for 
them and pray with them.  Start now.  God will take care of the future. 
 

file:///C:/Users/Kathleen/Documents/Lulu/2%20Sent%20to%20Lulu%20for%201st%20publish/Hosea/www.kathleendalton.com


Hosea Bible Study 
Living for the Weekend 

www.kathleendalton.com 

10 

 

 
 
So…what did the Lord tell Hosea, his obedient preacher, to do?  Go find a 
woman who is a prostitute, marry her, and have children. 
 
What? 

 
3.    (:2)  What in the world was God thinking? 

God wanted to give Northern Israel, Hosea’s mission field, an object lesson.  He 

wanted the people in Hosea’s life to watch him marry a prostitute, love her, care 

for her and have children with her.  He wanted Hosea’s world to see that there is 

such a thing as a love which knows no bounds.  He wanted Hosea’s mission field 

to make the connection between Hosea’s love for this sinful woman, and God’s 

own love for His sinful chosen people. 

 

There is some hint here that the children who would be born to Hosea and the 

prostitute might not even have been Hosea’s children.  Perhaps they would be 

children born to Hosea and his wife while she was playing around with another 

man…or many other men. 

 

What kind of heartache was Hosea in for?  And why would the Lord ask any of 

His faithful servants to do things which would possibly hurt them deeply? 

 

Romans 9:20&21 says “But indeed, O man, who are you to reply against God?  

Will the thing formed say to Him who formed it, “Why have you made me thus?” 

Does not the potter have power over the clay, from the same lump to make one 

vessel for honor and another for dishonor?”   

 

As we read through Hosea we will see God’s reasons for this odd request , but, 

the fact still is, Hosea knew that God was the potter and he was the clay.  God 

knew this would give Hosea a less-than stellar reputation, and God knew people 

would look down on him, and God knew Hosea would suffer emotional loss, and 

God knew Hosea would make some enemies…but that was God’s prerogative.  

Hosea was the servant. 

4. (:3)  Did Hosea obey God?  What was the woman’s name? 

Hosea obeyed.  Her name was Gomer.  Was she beautiful?  Did she love him?  

Was he just a way out of a bad situation for her?  Did she marry him just to use 

him?   
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We don’t know exact answers to these questions.  But our hearts still hurt for 

Hosea, because we can read ahead and see that Gomer eventually deserted him 

for other lovers and ended up on a slave block, being auctioned to the highest 

bidder.  Wait until you see the request God made of Hosea then! 

 
5. (:3)  Why would Hosea have obeyed such a strange and difficult message 

from God?  How do you think Hosea felt? 

If Hosea struggled with this obedience, we are never told about it.  We just see 
him go forward, taking God’s Words and giving them their rightful place in his life.  
He does what God asks him to do.  How did he feel?  He probably was 
overwhelmed, but full of trust in His God.  He didn’t know everything that was 
coming, but he knew God did. 
 

6. Can you think of any other times in the Old Testament when God asked 

people to do very strange or extremely difficult things? 

Well, yes.  How about when God asked Abraham to sacrifice his only son, Isaac, 

on an altar in the wilderness?  (Genesis 22)  Or when God asked Daniel to open 

his windows and pray, knowing full well it would mean he would be thrown into a 

den of hungry lions?  (Daniel 6)  Or when God told David he would be King of 

Israel, and then let him be pursued as if he was a common thief  - for years?  (I 

Samuel 16-24) 

 

All of these, and many more, are examples of the fact that God’s ways are not 

always our ways, and His thoughts are not always our thoughts.  (Isaiah 55:8) 

We don’t ask God to conform to us…we commit ourselves to follow and trust Him 

and conform to Him…no matter how difficult it might be.  We are the servants. 

 

 

Application Questions: 

7. Why is God sometimes difficult to understand?   

He is God.  We can’t expect to fully understand God.  In fact, we can expect Him 

to be a mystery much of the time.  “Oh, the depth of the riches both of the 

wisdom and knowledge of God!  How unsearchable are His judgments and His 

ways past finding out!”  Romans 11:33 
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8. Why do we have such a desire to know God when He seems so un-

knowable at times? 

Because God made us with an inborn desire to know Him, love Him, and be 

loved by Him.  It’s like a thirst within us that won’t be satisfied with anything but  

Him…even though we spend a good deal of our lives trying to quench that thirst 

with everything but Him. 

 

9. The title of this study is “Living for the Weekend” – a description of the 

people Hosea was preaching to.  They wanted their fun and times of 

relaxation, but didn’t want to give much serious thought to God.  Do you 

think any of us in our time could also be described as “Living for the 

Weekend”? 

Simple answer to that one, right?  Yes!  We don’t realize the joys and fulfillment 

we are missing by focusing our desires on the wrong things.   

10.   Why do people want to “Live for the Weekend”, and not give too much 

serious thought to God? 

 
We inherited a sin nature from Adam and Eve.  Our sin nature does not want to 
do things God’s way at all.  Our sin nature wants to ignore God but still receive all 
His blessings.  Our sin nature eventually catches up with us. 
 

 
11.  If you wanted someone you loved to realize the amazingness of God, but 

were having trouble getting through to them because they were “Living for 

the Weekend”, can you think of a way you might try to get their attention? 

God was getting the attention of the people of Northern Israel by giving them a 

prophet who would live out a horrendous personal tragedy in front of them.  Is 

there anyone you love enough to do the same for them…if God would ask you 

to? 

12.  What was God’s choice for getting their attention in 700 BC? 

Hosea, a young prophet, marrying and loving a prostitute, and showing his world 

(and ours) what the love of God really looks like. 
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Hosea Chapter 1:4-11 - Questions 
 
 

Memory verse for this study: 
“Take words with you, and return to the Lord.  Say to Him, ‘Take 
away all iniquity; receive us graciously, for we will offer the sacrifice 
of our lips.’ “  (Hosea 14:2) 

 
  

1. (:4)  What name does God give their firstborn?  Girl or boy?  (the name 

means “cast-away”) 

 

 

2. (:4-5)  What seems to be the message God wants to send by choosing 

this name?  (Look up 2nd Kings 9:30-33, and 2nd Kings 10:1-11).  These 

two passages give the background) 

 

3. (:6-7)  What name does God give their second child?  Girl or boy?  (the 
name means “not pitied”) 

 
 

4. What seems to be the message God is sending through this second 

child’s name? 

 
 

5. (:8-9)  What name does God give their third child?  Girl or boy?  (the name 

means “not my people”) 

 

 

6. Why did God choose this name? 
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7. (:10-11)  God is obviously sending a frightful message to the people of 

Israel through these three names, right?   What message does He send 

next through the preaching of Hosea? 

 

8. Why does God send this message of hope? 

 
 
 

 

Application Questions: 

9. Does it seem fair to you that someone could rebel against God and not 

even care to pay any attention to Him, and then receive mercy and be 

welcomed back into God’s good graces?   

 

 

10.  Read the story of the Prodigal Son and ask yourself again – is it fair that a 

prodigal son could return home after squandering his father’s wealth and 

then be welcomed with open arms?   (Luke 15:11-32) 
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Hosea Chapter 1:4-11 - Answers 
 
  

Memory verse for this study: 
“Take words with you, and return to the Lord.  Say to Him, ‘Take 
away all iniquity; receive us graciously, for we will offer the sacrifice 
of our lips.’ “  (Hosea 14:2) 

 
 

Hearing from God that his new bride, once a prostitute, would someday go right 
back to prostitution had been gut-wrenching.  And perhaps Hosea really didn’t 
think it was going to happen…after all…she was beautiful….she had left her life 
of prostitution for him….they were happy…they were going to be bringing 
children into the world.  They were going to be a family.  Hosea was going to 
keep preaching far and wide and then coming back home to his beautiful wife 
and his own, wonderful world. 
 
But next God told Hosea He would be the One who would name their three 
children.  And the names He chooses?  You wouldn’t want your worst enemy to 
be stuck with these names! 
 
The prophet Isaiah, prophesying in the Southern Kingdom at the same time 
Hosea was in the Northern Kingdom, was also told by God that He wanted to 
name Isaiah’s children.  God named Isaiah’s children Shearjashub (meaning “a 
remnant shall return”) and Mahershalalhashbaz (meaning “haste to the prey”).  
 
What was God doing?  

 
1. (:4)  What name does God give their firstborn?  Girl or boy?  (the name 

means “cast-away”) 

The little boy’s name was to be Jezreel.   

2. (:4-5)  What seems to be the message God wants to send by naming this 

child this name?  (Look up 2nd Kings 9:30-33, and 2nd Kings 10:1-11.  

These two passages give the background) 

The name Jezreel would have brought to the Jewish memory horrible but true 
stories from their past. 
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Before the time of Hosea, a wicked king named Ahab had reigned in the 
Northern Kingdom of Israel..  After Ahab died, the Lord sent a man named Jehu 
to a city named Jezreel to once and for all get rid of all of the evil people Ahab 
had brought into the world. 
 
Jezebel, Ahab’s widow,  was living in Jezreel.  When Jehu arrived in Jezreel to 
find Jezebel, she first tried to seduce him, but he would have none of it.  She 
“fell” out of a 3rd-story window, was smashed to bits, and the dogs of the city ate 
the flesh off of her bones. She was not even given the honor of a burial. 
 
But that is not the end of the bloodshed at Jezreel.  Jehu threatened a city in 
Samaria (where the sons of Ahab were hiding) that if they did not kill all the sons 
of Ahab, cut off their heads, and bring them to Jehu at Jezreel, he would destroy 
that city of Samaria.  The leaders of the city, terrorized by Jehu, did just as he 
said.  They beheaded all 70 of Ahab’s sons , put their heads in baskets, and sent 
them to Jehu at Jezreel.  After that, Jehu also killed all those who had ever 
supported Ahab.   
 
By the hand of Jehu, all of Ahab’s family and all his followers, were totally wiped 
from the face of the earth, beginning at the city of Jezreel.   
 
God named Hosea’s first little boy “Jezreel” so the people of Israel would get the 
message:  In Jezreel, the place Ahab was obliterated, God would soon wipe 
Northern Israel totally off the face of the map. 
 
In other words, look at this tiny baby, Northern Israel, and know that his name is 
a prophecy against you:  You will cease to exist some day. 
 

3. (:6-7)  What name does God give their second child?  Girl or boy?  (the 

name means “not pitied”) 

A little girl named Lo-Ruhamah.   

 

4. What seems to be the message God is sending through this second 

child’s name? 

The One, True God is saying again:  You, Northern Israel, are not to be pitied.  
You have lived for yourselves, and not for me.  You have ignored me.  You have 
chosen to do the things you know I hate.  You have put your families before Me.  
You have put your houses before Me.  You have put your pleasures before Me.  
And I will not have pity on you when your destruction comes, and believe Me, it 
will come! 
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Notice, though, that in this passage (:6-7), the Lord does say He would have 
mercy on Southern Israel (Judah).   They would be saved from the mass 
destruction which would indeed come to Northern Israel, but their salvation would 
not come from their armies.  No, it would simply be the Lord Himself Who  
would step in and keep the army destroying Northern Israel from coming any 
further into Southern Israel.   
 
Read through Isaiah 36 & 37 if you want to see how Hosea’s prophecy came 
true, not just for Northern Israel (Israel), but also Southern Israel (Judah). 
 

Look at Psalm 44:3-8 and see how people of faith rejoice when they know God is 

their protector! 

 

5. (:8-9)  What name does God give their third child?  Girl or boy?  (the name 

means “not my people”) 

Another little boy, named Lo-Ammi. 

 

6. Why did God choose this name? 

The Lord is separating Himself from these people He loves, because they do not 

love Him.  He is clearly saying – no more of you for Me!  You are not My people! 

 

7. (:10-11)  God is obviously sending a frightful message to the people of 

Israel through these three names, right?   What message does He send 

next through the preaching of Hosea? 

When you read verse 9 you can’t help but think God is through with Israel 

forever!   

 

But, no, as you keep reading you realize God is putting this generation of 

Israelites away from Him for now, but there will come a generation which will 

once again see His mercy and accept His love showered down on them.  This 

last generation of Jews will be the ones which will hear the words:  “You are the 

sons of the Living God!” (Romans 9:26). 

 

In fact, He declares in verse 11 that the Northern Kingdom (about to be 

obliterated) and the Southern Kingdom (which would be saved from destruction) 

would someday be gathered together as one again!  They would have a king  
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again!  There would be no more “cast-aways”.  “Jezreel” would be changed from 

a place of horror to once again a place of life and blessing.   Wow!  The boys 

would someday be called “My People”.  The girls would someday be called 

“Mercy is shown”.   

 

8. Why does God send this message of hope? 

Because God is a God of justice and a God of mercy.  He will someday extend 
mercy to the great-great-great-great grandchildren (etc)  of the people of 
Northern Israel who so completely ignored their matchless God. 
 
Has this happened yet?  Has there been a time when Israel as a nation has 
come back to God in belief and were forgiven for their unbelief by their One, True 
God?   
 
No, not yet, at least not for Israel as a whole nation yet.  There have been 
individual Jewish people who have committed their lives to the One, True God.  
There were Jews who believed in Jesus at His first coming.  There have been 
Jews since then who have sometimes even been persecuted and pushed away 
from their Jewish families because they understood and believed that the One, 
True God was actually Jesus.   
 
But someday they, as a whole nation, will.  Because God has promised. 
 
This coming event is described in the book of another Old Testament prophet.  
(Zechariah 12:10 – 13:1)   Zechariah describes the time, at the end of the Last 
Seven Years, when the nation of Israel will fall to their knees, sobbing in grief, 
when they realize they and their ancestors had lived selfish, horrible lives and 
had nailed their God to a cross.  When they come to that realization,  the One, 
True God will be there, arms wide open, saying:  “My People!” 
 
What does this teach us about God?  He has to punish sin.  But He loves to 
extend mercy. 
 
How can God punish sin and extend mercy at the same time?   
 
In Jesus.  God the Father heaped on His Son, Jesus, the punishment deserved 
by every person on earth.  That’s why we say He died on the cross in our place.  
We were the ones who deserved to die on that cross.  But God’s mercy said that 
He would take the punishment Himself. 
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Application Questions: 

9. Does it seem fair to you that someone could rebel against God and not 
even care to pay any attention to Him, and then receive mercy and be 
welcomed back into God’s good graces?   
 

It’s not a bit fair, but it’s true anyway.  The only thing God requires of the sinner 

who realizes Jesus paid the price for his sin is that the sinner acknowledge his 

sin and bow his knee in thankfulness to His Savior.  Belief.  Faith.   

 

10.  Read the story of the Prodigal Son and ask yourself again – is it fair that a 

prodigal son could return home after squandering his father’s wealth and 

then be welcomed with open arms?   (Luke 15:11-32) 

In Luke 15:11-32 you get another heart-wrenching look at what God was feeling 

– what He longed to do for His mean-hearted, selfish people in Northern Israel at 

the time of Hosea.   

 

Just like the father of the prodigal, the God of Hosea wanted to fold his beloved 

people up in His forgiveness and throw them a party!  But they would not turn 

away from their sin. 

 

Forgiveness?  Not a bit fair. Fair would have been punishment for eternity.   

 

Mercy?  Not a bit fair….but God will someday pour forgiveness and mercy over 

their heads…because He loves them.     
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Hosea Chapter 2 - Questions 
  

 
Memory verse for this study: 

“Take words with you, and return to the Lord.  Say to Him, ‘Take 
away all iniquity; receive us graciously, for we will offer the sacrifice 
of our lips.’ “  (Hosea 14:2) 

 
 

1.  (:1-5)   How was Hosea (and God) feeling as he first learned of his 

beloved’s unfaithfulness? 

 

 

2. (:6-8)  As Gomer found it increasingly difficult for an aging prostitute to find 

new lovers, what was she thinking? 

 

 

3. (:8 ) Who was it who had always provided for and taken care of Gomer, 

even when she misused him?  And Who was it who had always provided 

for and taken care of Israel, even when she misused Him? 

 

 

4. (:9-13)  Did Hosea give in to the request to take Gomer back when all she 

really wanted was just to use him?  Did God simply say, “OK, Israel, you 

have forgotten me, but it’s OK.  I don’t care if you really love me, just come 

back.”? 

 
 

5. (:14-23)   What did God know would happen someday to Israel?  Do you 

think  this give Hosea any hope for his awful situation? 

 
 

6. (:23)  What is one wonderful thing which will happen someday because of 

this awful tragedy between God and Israel?   What does that teach us 

about God? 
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Application Questions: 

 

7. There are three Greek words for “love”: 

a. “phileo” love  (A give and take relationship) 

b. “eros” love  (A love which takes and thinks only of itself…from 

which we get the English word “erotic”) 

c. “agape” love (A love which says, “I love you and there’s nothing you 

can do to get me not to love you”) 

 

What kind of love is it  (choose one) when someone gives 

unbelievable blessings and promises to the ones he loves, and 

then endures that loved one’s rejection and has to accept the deep 

wounds of that rejection, and still has a desire to love that one 

again? 

 

8. What kind of love do you think God has for you? 

 

“For God so loved the world He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 

believes in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”  John 3:16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/Kathleen/Documents/Lulu/2%20Sent%20to%20Lulu%20for%201st%20publish/Hosea/www.kathleendalton.com


Hosea Bible Study 
Living for the Weekend 

www.kathleendalton.com 

23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hosea Chapter 2 - Answers 
  

 
Memory verse for this study: 

“Take words with you, and return to the Lord.  Say to Him, ‘Take 
away all iniquity; receive us graciously, for we will offer the sacrifice 
of our lips.’ “  (Hosea 14:2) 

 
 
Gomer had now born three children to Hosea.  Because of this underlined phrase 
in Hosea 1:2, “Go, take yourself a wife of harlotry and children of harlotry…”  
there is reason to think it’s possible some of Hosea & Gomer’s children were not 
fathered by Hosea.  Perhaps Gomer slipped back into her wild and sinful lifestyle 
of harlotry before Hosea realized it.  There are no further comments in scripture 
which help us know this for sure. 
 
At any rate, by the time Gomer had born three children she was apparently lured 
back permanently into the life she had lived before Hosea.  She left her home 
with Hosea, left her children, and went back into the arms of other men. 
 
The Lord had Hosea tell us their continuing heart-breaking story.  As he tells it, 
we are able to see that the devastating feelings Hosea was experiencing are 
literally also the feelings God had for His people, Israel, who have also had left 
their loving relationship with Him. 
 
The feelings of Hosea and the feelings of the One, True God intersect and 
intertwine in Chapter 2…and we are left grieving with them both. 
 
 

1. ( :1-5)   How is Hosea (and God) feeling as he first learns of his beloved’s 
unfaithfulness? 

Hosea is angry!  (God is angry!).  Hosea wanted to just divorce her, put her 
away. If she would not turn away from the horror she was putting him through, 
then he wanted desperately to not care about her any longer, to say she was no 
longer his wife.  He wanted revenge.  He wanted to hurt her back.  He was 
repulsed even by the presence of his own children…wondering…are they really 
mine?   
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Both Hosea and God were being slapped in the face with the words their beloved 
was speaking.  The thought that the one they love desired someone else and 
attributed all her good times and provisions of life to the sinful lovers she 
embraced was filling Hosea (and God) with wrath! 
 

2. (:6-8)  As Gomer found it increasingly difficult for an aging prostitute to find 
new lovers, what was she thinking? 

Gomer wondered if she could get a place back in Hosea’s home, because at 
least there she had been treated well.   
 
And Israel, too, tried several times to “come back to God” realizing life had been 
better when they were safely in His keeping.  Israel would begin to worship God 
again, only to leave once a new lover came along.   

 
3. (:8)  Who was it who had always provided for and taken care of Gomer, 

even when she misused him?  And Who was it who had always provided 
for and taken care of Israel, even when she misused Him? 

The unfaithful lover, Gomer, and the unfaithful lover, Israel, never truly 
understood that even in the worst of times, it had been Hosea…it had been 
God…who actually took care of all their needs.  Hosea…and God…were both full 
of rage at the breach of relationship, but never followed through on that rage – 
both Hosea and God kept on loving, kept on watching over. 

 
4. (:9-13)  Did Hosea give in to the request to take Gomer back when all she 

really wanted was just to use him?  Or did God simply say, “OK, Israel, 
you have forgotten me, but it’s OK.  I don’t care if you really love me, just 
come back.”? 

No.  There could have been no return to love without complete repentance.  Not 
just an “I’m sorry”, but a heart-felt sorrow over sin was what was required.  
Forgiveness is not one-sided.  It’s two-sided.  The forgiver needs to be ready to 
forgive.  But also, the one needing forgiveness needs to be heartbroken over 
what he/she has done. 
 

5. (:14-23)   What doid God know would happen someday to Israel?  Do you 
think  this gave Hosea any hope for his awful situation? 

God saw forgiveness someday on the horizon.  And here He had Hosea describe 
what it would be like when Israel finally returned in brokenness someday.  There  
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would be comfort, hope, songs, restoral of relationship, a covenant, a forever, 
lovingkindness,  faithfulness, a “knowing”, a re-marriage!   
 
Did this give Hosea hope for his own situation after he spoke these prophetic 
words of His God?  Oh, yes! 
 

6. (:23)  Can you see in verse 23 a hint of one wonderful thing which will 
happen because of this awful tragedy between God and Israel?   What 
does that teach us about God? 

As we’ve seen, someday God would extend mercy to Israel – as she would 
return to Him in repentance.  But something awesome will have happened in the 
meantime! 
 
There will be Gentiles who will also be given a chance to believe in the One, True 
God (Jesus) during the time Israel keeps going after other lovers.   
(Romans 11:11&12) 
 
Those Gentiles are you…and me.  (Romans 9:30-33).  What should that teach us 
about this wonderful God we serve?  He loves to extend mercy! 
 
 
Application Questions: 

7. There are three Greek words for “love”: 
a. “phileo” love  (A give and take relationship) 
b. “eros” love  (A love which takes and thinks only of itself…from 

which we get the English word “erotic”) 
c. “agape” love (A love which says, “I love you and there’s nothing you 

can do to get me not to love you”) 

What kind of love is it (choose one) when someone will give unbelievable 
blessings and promises to the ones he loves, and then endure that loved one’s 
rejection and accept the deep wounds of that rejection, and still have a desire to 
love that one again? 

Yes.  It’s “agape” love which gives blessings and protection and love, and then 
gives more and more and more.   

8. What kind of love do you think God has for you?   
Agape! 
 

“For God so loved (agape’d) the world He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”  John 3:16 
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Hosea Chapter 3-14  - Questions 
  

 

Memory verse for this study: 
“Take words with you, and return to the Lord.  Say to Him, ‘Take 
away all iniquity; receive us graciously, for we will offer the sacrifice 
of our lips.’ “  (Hosea 14:2) 

 

1.  (3:1)  Who was the “me”? 

 

2. (3:1)  Who was the “woman”? 

 

3. (3:1)  What did the Lord ask Hosea to do?  And why? 

 

4. (3:2)  What transaction was taking place here?  How much did Hosea 

have to pay to purchase back his wife? 

 
 

5. (3:3)  What were the terms of Hosea’s purchase?  What did Gomer have 

to agree to? 

 

 

6. (3:4&5)  How is this purchase a picture of the future of Israel? 

 

 

Application:   

 
7. How is this purchase a picture of the future of the world? 
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8. How is this purchase a picture of you? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

9. Find as many verses as you can in Chapters 4-14 which describe the 

agony of God over His wayward people, Israel. 
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Hosea Chapters 3-14  -  Answers 
  

 
Memory verse for this study: 

“Take words with you, and return to the Lord.  Say to Him, ‘Take 
away all iniquity; receive us graciously, for we will offer the sacrifice 
of our lips.’ “  (Hosea 14:2) 

 
 
Have you ever seen a multi-layered chess game?  Maybe you have even played 
it before.  I haven’t, so I’m just imagining that it is over-the-top challenging to play 
an already difficult game on more than one level, each level defining and 
complicating the others. 
 
Well, that’s what the book of Hosea is – a multi-layered story taking us deep into 
the heart of God. 
 
The levels of this story? 
 

1. The story of a man loving a woman who doesn’t love him back, and who 
constantly shames him. 

2. The story of a people (Israel) who do not love their God (The One, True 
God), Who does love them. 

3. The story of a world which does not love the One who created them. 
4. The story of a slave in a marketplace, bought back from slavery. 
5. The story of miracles  -  

 The woman decides to love the man… 

 The nation decides to love their God… 

 The world decides to love their Creator… 

 The slave is set free…only to beg for the right to remain a slave for 
eternity. 

6. The story of me. 
 
The story of Hosea is a story of people who are “Living for the Weekend”, or, 
“Living Just For My Own Happiness”.  But more than that, it’s a story of the Lord 
God, Who deeply loves these people, and knows they are actually “Living in 
Slavery”. 
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Questions: 

1. (3:1)  Who was the “me”? 

It’s Hosea.  God is directing him again. 
 

2. (3:1)  Who was the “woman”? 
 

Gomer. 
 

3. (3:1)  What did the Lord ask Hosea to do?  And why? 

Gomer was now a slave on the auction block.  She was being sold by her current 
lover – sold for whatever he can get out of her, because she was worth nothing 
to him anymore. 
 
Hosea is being asked to go bid for her at auction, to buy back what was his to 
begin with.  And then to live with her and love her once again. 
 

4. (3:2)  What transaction was taking place here?  How much did Hosea 
have to pay to purchase back his wife? 

To the watching world, Gomer was just a piece of furniture at this point.  She was 
being sold like an old couch.  Hosea paid 15 shekels of silver for her, and one 
and one-half measurements of barley.   
 

5. (3:3)  What were the terms of Hosea’s purchase?  What did Gomer have 
to agree to? 

Hosea tells her she must commit herself fully to him, to their children, to their 
marriage.  No more running away.  No more lovers.   
 

6. (3:4&5)  How is this purchase a picture of the future of Israel? 

It’s a picture of what will be a true-to-life scene at the end of the Last 7 Years: 
(the End Times)  Jewish people who have been rebelling against the truth of 
Jesus will all be gathered in masse as they view the Two Witnesses first killed, 
then lying dead in the street of Jerusalem for three and a half days, then 
miraculously come back to life and be lifted into heaven!   
 
These rebellious Jewish people in the End Times (just like their ancestors in 
Hosea’s time) will have been resisting belief in Jesus all their lives, but now:   
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“In that same hour there was a great earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell.  In 
the earthquake seven thousand people were killed, and the rest were afraid 
and gave glory to the God of heaven.”  Revelation 11:13 
 
I think the verse above is letting us see that Israel as a nation will come to faith in 
Jesus Christ as they see 2 ancient Jewish men rise from the dead.  Their eyes 
will be opened. They will realize their Messiah also rose from the dead after 3 ½ 
days 2,000 years ago. 
 
The price for Israel’s sin was paid almost 2,000 years ago on the cross, in 33 AD.  
But even now, in our day, Israel as a nation still hasn’t agreed to the terms:  there 
has been no total commitment to the One, True God.  They still cling to their 
lovers, to their pride.  They, as a nation, have not accepted the gift of salvation 
from their God. 
 
Hosea 3:4&5 promises us, and them, that someday, after many years of being 
ruled by human kings, Israel will accept that purchase price and be married to 
their Lord – to Jesus – once and for all – for eternity. 
 
We will join them in that day, all of us (Jews and Gentiles) together will be called 
“Sons of the Living God.”   “And it shall come to pass in the pace where it was 
said to them, ’You are not my people,’ there they shall be called ‘sons of the 
living God’.”  Romans 9:26 
 
 
Application Questions:   
 

7. How is this purchase a picture of the future of the world? 

All peoples of the world also have had the purchase price paid for them – and 
they are offered the chance to believe in Jesus and be set free.  They get to 
make that choice.  They don’t have to believe…but they are offered the chance. 
 

8. How is this purchase a picture of you? 

You and I also have had the purchase price paid for us.  We are slaves on the 
auction block.  We cannot save ourselves.  We are offered the chance to believe 
in Jesus, accept His gift of paying for our sins, and be set free.  We get to make 
that choice, but God will not force us to.  We choose. 
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9. Find verses in Chapters 4-14 which describe the agony of God over His 

wayward people, Israel. 

The rest of the book of Hosea scans over the tumultuous relationship of the 
people of Israel to their God.  There are verses in these next 11 chapters which 
will break your heart as you see in overview the pain the Lord has endured over  
the last 4,000 years as He has chosen Israel, loved Israel, paid the price to free 
Israel from their sin, and then now, today, still waits for Israel to come back to 
Him. 
 
In chapters 4& 5 we are told that the unbelieving condition of Israel can be 
blamed on many things:  on their culture, on their prophets who don’t proclaim 
the truth, on their priests who cheat and steal, on their political rulers, on their 
prosperous economy, and on the idolatrous nations which surround them. 
 
And then in chapter 6 we see that no matter who is at fault, Israel simply needs 
to repent of their sin – no more blame, no more excuses.  Israel must be 
heartbroken over how they have treated their God. 
 
“Come, let us return to the Lord, for He has torn, but He will heal us; He has 
stricken, but He will bind us up.  After two days He will revive us; on the third day 
He will raise us up, that we may live in His sight.  Let us know, let us pursue the 
knowledge of the Lord.  His going forth is established as the morning; He will 
come to us like the rain.  Like the latter and former rain to the earth.” Hosea 6:1-3 
 
And we see that God wants to show mercy – He longs to! 
 
“For I desire mercy and not sacrifice, and the knowledge of God more than burnt 
offerings.”  Hosea 6:6 
 
But in chapters 7-13 we watch the back-and-forth relationship of Israel and their 
God.  First they are sorry for their sins…then they swing back to sin and 
rebellion…then they search for Him because life has gotten so hard…then they 
long for the sin they had turned away from.  Just like Gomer, the nation of Israel 
wanted ease and comfort and happiness, but didn’t really love and want their 
God.   
 
Just listen to the grieving heart of God: 
 
“Though I redeemed them, yet they have spoken lies against Me.”  Hosea 7:13b 
 
“Though I disciplined and strengthened their arms, yet they devise evil against 
Me; They return, but not to the Most High;”  Hosea 7:15 
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“For Israel has forgotten his Maker, and has built temples.”  Hosea 8:14 
 
“My God shall cast them away, because they did not obey Him; and they shall be 
wanderers among the nations.”  Hosea 9:17 
 
“They shall say to the mountains, ‘Cover us!’ and to the hills, ‘Fall on us!’”  Hosea 
10:8b 
 
“When it is my desire, I will chasten them!”  Hosea 10:10 
 
“Sow for yourselves righteousness; reap in mercy; break up your fallow ground, 
for it is time to seek the Lord, till He comes and rains righteousness on you.”  
Hosea 10:12 
 
“At dawn the King of Israel shall be cut off utterly.”  Hosea 10:15 
 
“I taught Ephraim to walk, taking them by their arms; but they did not know that I 
helped them.  I drew them with gentle cords, with bands of love, and I was to 
them as those who take the yoke from their neck.  I stooped and fed them.  
Hosea 11:3&4 
 
“My people are bent on backsliding from Me.  Though they call to the Most High, 
none at all exalt Him.”  Hosea 11:7 
 
“How can I give you up, Ephraim?  How can I hand you over, Israel?...My heart 
churns within Me, My sympathy is stirred.”  Hosea 11:8 
 
“They shall walk after the Lord.  He will roar like a lion.  When He roars, then His 
sons shall come trembling from the west; they shall come trembling like a bird 
from Egypt, like a dove from the land of Assyria.”  Hosea 11:10&11 
 
“For there is no Savior besides Me.”  Hosea 13:4 
 
“O Israiel, you are destroyed, but your help is from Me.  I will be your King.”  
Hosea 13:9&10 
 
 
What do we learn here about the heart of our God?  Through all the years and 
heartache and humiliation, the One, True God would not give up on the people 
He called to be His own – the people who, heartbreakingly, always went back to 
“Living for the Weekend”.   
 
Sometime in our future, finally, when the Lord Jesus is about to return to earth (at 
the end of the Last 7 Years), Israel as a nation will return to God, to Jesus,  
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broken and ready to give up all her other lovers, just like Gomer finally left her 
lovers and gave herself wholeheartedly to Hosea. 
 
So how does Israel realize what she has done through the years and somehow 
get past her shame and guilt, and return? 
 
“Take words with you.  And return to the Lord.  Say to Him, ‘Take away all 
iniquity; receive us graciously, for we will offer the sacrifice of our lips’ ”.   
Hosea 14:2 
 
Israel returns to her God not by trying to prove herself with good deeds, and not 
by making up for all she has done wrong. 
 
She comes back simply with words.  Words of sorrow.  Words of faith.  Words 
which say:  “Please take away my sin.  I cannot get rid of it on my own.  Please 
accept me and love me.  I’ve got no strength, no beauty to offer you in response 
to all You have done, and all the patience You have shown.  All I have to offer 
you is my words. I’m sorry for what I have done.  I want to be Yours if you will 
have me” 
 
And, joyously, the Lord, Jesus,  will accept her with wide open arms.   Israel will 
spend eternity living for Him, never giving another thought again to the weekend 
which she once lived for. 
 
 

Remember the different levels of this beautiful book? 
 

1. The story of a man loving a woman who doesn’t love him back, and who 
constantly shames him. 

Gomer did eventually love and commit herself to Hosea.   
 

2. The story of a people (Israel) who did not love their God (The One, True 
God), who does love them. 

Israel will one day do the same thing Gomer did.  They will wholeheartedly 
return. 

 
3. The story of a world which does not love the One who created them. 

The world is right now getting their opportunity to believe in the One, True God 
(Jesus.)  Not all will take that opportunity, but they all need to hear about it. 
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4. The story of a slave in a marketplace, bought back from slavery. 
Hosea paid the purchase-price for Gomer.   Israel, and the world, including you 
and me, have had the purchase-price paid for us, too, by Jesus, on the cross. 

 
5. The story of miracles  -  

 The woman decides to love the man… 

 The nation decides to love their God… 

 The world decides to love their Creator… 

 The slave is set free…only to beg for the right to remain a slave for 
eternity. 
 

6. The story of me. 
 

Take an honest look at yourself as you finish this study.  Are you living for the 
weekend?  Are you avoiding a commitment to Jesus because you know it may 
cost you something?  Are you putting up your hand in the face of God so that He 
will stop bothering you? 
 
He has paid the purchase-price for you with His own life.  Don’t be a fool.  You 
are on the auction block.  Run to Him. 
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Need a suggestion for your next Bible Study?   
After studying the book of Hosea, is it possible you have realized  

you were not even a true believer in Jesus before now?   
Have you made a decision to live for Him instead of  

just for your own happiness?  
If so, it’s time to dig in and see what this Christian life is all about!   

How about the book of 1st John?   
“The 7 Basics of an Amazing Christian Life” 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st John:  
The 7 Basics  

of an  
Amazing 

Christian Life: 
 

 1. Know the 
Gospel  
 

 2.Walk with 
Jesus 
Every Day   
 

 3. Take Care of 
Sin Right Away. 
 

 4. Love other  
Believers  
 

 5..Do Not Love 
the World  
 

 6. Look For His 
Return  

 

 7. Be Confident 
-  Because He 
will never lose 
you.  
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Additional copies of this Bible Study can be ordered online  

at www.lulu.com,  
or www.Amazon.com  
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